Working on fire Annual Fire Summary: 

note: only fires that were attended by WoF are reflected in this report
South Africa has two “fire seasons” the dry summer months in the Western Cape and the dry winter months throughout the rest of the country. 

Working on fire uses both ground fire fighting teams and Arial resources to manage Veld and Forest fires. Arial resources incl. Bomber, spotter and chopper planes. The Ground teams are based around the country, in regions where Veld and Forest fires are a threat. The team’s immediate area of response would be a 100km radius of its home base but the teams are also deployed nationally should an emergency arise. WoF Resources are also available internationally for the region, which requires a “mutual agreement” before dispatch. AfriFireNet is assisting with this process.
This report contains a summary of the National Fire Management and Suppression activities undertaken by working on fire working closely with its partners and stakeholders, for the years 2008/9/10.
Winter fire season Year 2008

	
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sept 
	Oct
	Nov
	TOTAL

	Arial Resources dispatched
	18.4 hrs
	8.2 hrs
	271.5 hrs
	230.5 hrs
	622.1 hrs
	94.2 hrs
	0 hrs
	1244hrs

	Ground teams Dispatched
	11
	16
	74
	203
	155
	79
	79
	538

	No of total fires
	7
	18
	101
	260
	269
	75
	11
	741

	Estimated Ha Burnt
	4172
	1400
	3571
	39036
	85544
	25120
	77627
	236740


Summer fire season Year 2007/8

	
	December
	January
	February
	March
	April
	May
	TOTAL

	Arial Resources dispatched
	38.5 hrs
	211.6 hrs
	309.9 hrs
	98.3 hrs
	110.6 hrs
	18.4 hrs
	787.3

	Ground teams Dispatched
	6
	67
	47
	16
	8
	6
	150

	No of total fires
	11
	34
	15
	15
	10
	2
	103

	Estimated Ha Burnt
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a


Winter fire season Year 2009

	
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sept 
	Oct
	Nov
	TOTAL

	Arial Resources dispatched
	0hrs
	157.2hrs
	175.7hrs
	65.1hrs
	151.8hrs
	81.8hrs
	0hrs
	631,6 hrs

	Ground teams Dispatched
	3
	53
	139
	134
	124
	25
	25
	478

	No of total fires
	3
	90
	178
	128
	123
	46
	0
	568

	Estimated Ha Burnt
	200
	5323
	2635
	24913
	28108
	3400
	0
	64579


Summer fire season Year 2008/9
	
	December
	January
	February
	March
	April
	May
	TOTAL

	Arial Resources dispatched
	128 hrs
	114hrs
	410hrs
	259.9hrs
	124.3hrs
	0hrs
	1037.9


	Ground teams Dispatched
	39
	51
	96
	111
	115
	0
	412

	No of total fires
	16
	42
	47
	37
	39
	0
	181

	Estimated Ha Burnt
	5509.6
	825
	138898
	169690
	87809.5
	n/a
	402732


Winter fire season Year 2010

	
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sept 
	Oct
	Nov
	TOTAL

	Arial Resources dispatched
	0
	172.1
	256.1
	445.1
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	873.3


	Ground teams Dispatched
	12
	4
	133
	330
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	559

	No of total fires
	12
	167
	281
	414
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	8747

	Estimated Ha Burnt
	134
	8879
	133330
	35903
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	58246


Summer fire season Year 2009/10

	
	December
	January
	February
	March
	April
	May
	TOTAL

	Arial Resources dispatched
	105.4hrs
	404.4hrs
	261.9hrs
	90.5hrs
	1.4hrs
	0hrs
	863.6

	Ground teams Dispatched
	33
	42
	40
	30
	18
	0
	163

	No of total fires
	40
	50
	48
	29
	16
	0
	183

	Estimated Ha Burnt
	2100
	3685
	70696
	12093
	298
	0
	88872


