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With an average 17 daily calls, 2020 was a busy year for fire personnel
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Panaji: With 17 calls (https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/calls) on a daily (https://www.speakingtree.in/topics/life/daily)

average, the bygone year was a busy (https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/busy) period for the directorate of fire

(https://www.speakingtree.in/topics/nature/fire) and emergency services.

The department collectively attended 2,317 fire calls and 3,839 emergency calls, wherein 96 people and 585 animals were

saved, while property worth Rs 24.4 crore was salvaged.

Director of fire and emergency services Ashok Menon said that the department attended to various cases that included

chemicals gas leakages, liquefied gas leakages, electrical fires, flood rescues, animal rescues, chemical spillages, road

accidents, dry grass fires and urban fires.

When cyclone Nisarga made landfall in northern Maharashtra between June 1 and 5, it left a trail of destruction in Goa owing

gusty winds of around 80-100 kmph. Heavy rainfall damaged trees and homes across the state. Fire fighters worked tirelessly

to ensure that citizens received timely assistance, Menon said.

During the cyclone, the department attended 201 emergency calls, wherein property of Rs 34 lakh was saved, and 13 animals

were rescued.

In view of the Covid outbreak, the department’s 15 fire stations also undertook sanitisation drives at bus stands and bus stops,

community halls, market places, panchayat offices, temple and church premises, government offices, secretariat complex,

Covid wards at Goa Medical College, Goa Dental College, health centres, ferry boats, taxi stands, electricity department offices,

police stations, checkpost areas, sports complex, banks, Goa Dairy, Ravindra Bhavans, etc.

“3,864 places were sanitised by fire personnel. Around 75 personnel (https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/personnel)

contracted the virus, and all of them recovered and rejoined duty,” Menon said.

On the occasion of Goa Statehood Day on May 30 last year, chief minister Pramod Sawant felicitated 97 fire personnel with

commendation certificates for their meritorious and dedicated work.

On Liberation Day last month, 3 fire personnel - Ashok Parab (sub-officer), Deepak Shetgaonkar (leading fire fighter) and

Sitaram Kamat (watch room operator) were awarded the Chief Minister’s Fire Service Medal for meritorious service.
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Trump and US on edge as Democrats on
verge of trifecta

The yet-to-be certified results, which
strengthened the hands of the Democratic Party
and is a setback to President Donald Trump and
his insurgent supporters who continue to ply
bogus charges election fraud, came even as a
joint session of the US Congress convened in
the capital to formally recognize Joe Biden as
the country's 46th President.
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'Migratory birds reason behind spread of
bird flu in India'

The Centre has issued an advisory to the state
on the spread of bird flu in the country, said
Union minister of fisheries, animal husbandry
and dairying Giriraj Singh on Wednesday, adding
that the virus has returned to India with
migratory birds.
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