
 

 

Walt Darran Awards 2020 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

From the Aerial Firefighting Conference in Athens, back in 2008, the Conference has steadily 

been growing. More than a decade after Athens I see a continuing and – driven by the forces of 

global change – a rapidly increasing interest in the conference, witnessed by the attendance of 

many countries. Obviously most of you are representing the fire management community of the 

Americas – and it is good to see that Australia, Europe and the Near East are represented as well. 

Tonight I have the honor to introduce to you the recipients of the Walt Darran Awards 2020. 

The Walt Darran International Aerial Firefighting Awards are presented annually to recognize 

significant contributions by individuals or organizations to aerial firefighting. 

The Awards were inaugurated in honor of the late Walt Darran, who was a pioneer and advocate 

for advances in aerial firefighting. Being a highly experienced S2-T airtanker pilot and former 

highly decorated US Navy aviator from California, USA, Walt was a constant and passionate 

advocate for safety and improvement in the international aerial firefighting community.  

Like in the previous years, nominations have been accepted in two categories. 

 

The first category is Safety in Aerial Firefighting. 

I present the award recipient of 2020. 

Before announcing his name and calling him to the stage I would like to point out that we have 

somebody among us who started his career in fire suppression in 1956 – way back at a time when 

many of us hardly knew how to spell “firefighting”, or were not yet there, 64 years ago …. 

He is an outstanding personality who has devoted his life to halt and reduce the adverse 

consequences of landscape fires affecting our precious environment, human lives and the assets 

of our societies. And to enhance the safety of our dedicated firefighters in the air, on the ground, 

and between these two spheres – the smoke-jumping community. 



Symbolically – the smokejumpers represent the critical link between the air and the ground. 

I am talking about a professional who began his career as firefighter, smokejumper base manager 

as well as regional/national fire/aviation specialist and instructor, national fire team aviation 

specialist, and he was the author or project leader of several fire-aviation operations guides, 

among other 

- The National Smokejumper Training Guide (mid 1970s) 

- The Pacific Northwest Region – S-370 Intermediate Air Operations 

- The NWCG – Standards for Survival (firefighter safety), and 

- The NWCG – S-270 Basic Aviation Operations (1989) 

Before continuing, may I call the recipient of the Safety in Aerial Firefighting Award to the stage  

Welcome Bill Moody! 

Bill, I assume that many in this room are familiar with you, but I would like to stress a few 

points. It is not only your professional work and your tireless efforts after retirement from the US 

Department of Agriculture – Forest Service in December 1989 that you had formed a consultant 

business. This did not only allow you to continue instructing fire aviation courses in the United 

States, Canada and in Mongolia. Since 2004 you had accompanied Evergreen Aviation in the 

development of the Boeing 747 supertanker project and primary author of the B-747 Supertanker 

Operations Plan and related papers on potential fire uses of the B-747. 

You have achieved three important landings – here is the narrative of my assessment, in sequence 

of time: 

In 1976 – we were in the middle of the Cold War – you showed – together with Doug Bird – that 

the fire problems in the Soviet Union and the United States called for continuing cooperation in 

fire management, despite political discrepancies between the two Superpowers. The US-Soviet 

Technical Exchange allowed you to jump from the skies and made a safe landing on Siberian 

grounds, together with your Soviet smokejumper comrades. This first parachute jump of a US 

smokejumper on Soviet territory was unprecedented and stays in the memory of your generation 

of smokejumper veterans of the Russian Federation. 

In 1998 you landed in Mongolia, not only to deal with Central Asian fires, but also to bring your 

son to the scene, who met and later married my GFMC staff sociologist and field investigator Soo 

Ing. Since then Soo-Ing is living in your hometown Washington, in Twisp, where she is serving 

as mayor. In 2015 she was honored as a “Woman of Valor” by Senator Maria Cantwell (D-

Washington). Cantwell commended Ing-Moody for her leadership during the wildfires of 2015 

that threatened her community. 

In 2016 you landed in Germany. After bringing the Evergreen B-747 Supertanker to Germany for 

a demo in 2009, the President & CEO of Global SuperTanker Services, Jim Wheeler, his 

Program Manager Bob Soelberg and you visited me at a very uncommon meeting place – a 

hospital where I recovered from an accident. An inspiring discussion evolved about the 

international utility of the B-747. This motivated me to recover swiftly and go back to work soon 

after you left. 



Bill, with these words I would like to underscore that your work had an enormous impact not 

only on aerial firefighting safety but also on international relationships of this community. 

Please accept the 2020 Walt Darran Award for Safety in Aerial Firefighting. 

 

Category: Industry Innovation & Advancement 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The second category of the Walt Darran Award is for Industry Innovation & Advancement. 

The Award Committee appreciated very much the nomination of a pioneer of the Fire Fighting 

Chemical Industry.  

The award goes to a person well-known by this audience. However, he is not among us any 

longer. This award is a posthumous award, which will be handed over to his family. 

The Recognition for outstanding achievements in Industry Innovation & Advancement Award is 

given to Larry Vandersall. 

Larry Vandersall served in the Fire Fighting Chemical Industry for approximately 64 years. He 

was a graduate chemist who began his work in the fire chemicals arena with Monsanto prior to 

the development of, what is known today as Long Term Fire Retardant (LTR). The early 

deployment of airtankers was hugely successful for fire suppression with water, bentonite, borate 

and gels being the primary chemical agents dropped. It was only in the late 1950s that companies 

began to develop phosphate / sulphate based products that, would not only act as a Fire 

Suppressant, but would also be effective to prevent combustion for weeks and months later. This 

technology has since been adopted worldwide. 

Larry Vandersall specialized in Phosphate based chemistry and was World Renown as a 

Wildland Fire Chemical Scientist. He spent his entire adult life in Research, Development & 

Application of Long-Term Fire Retardants and other wildland fire chemicals. He began his career 

with Monsanto working with Teams dealing with various phosphate commercial applications. 

Soon after, he was assigned to California to work with the Fire Agencies in the development and 

commercialization of Long-Term Fire Retardants. These agencies were primarily Los Angeles 

County, US Forest Service, and CDF (CAL FIRE). Operation FIRESTOP was an effort by a 

giant task force involving these fire control agencies, fire research, Federal civil defense, and 

private industry.  

Larry is known as the Father of "fugitive" colored LTR. This fugitive LTR is brilliant red in color 

when dropped but over time will turn to earth tones and will blend with the landscape. This alone 

is might perhaps be one of the most significant innovations in firefighting.  

Larry also formulated the first ever "gum thickened" retardants which exhibited elasticity and 

increased the droplet size. This meant aircraft could drop at much higher and safer altitudes and 



achieve the same retardant volume on the fuel. The significance of allowing retardant to be as 

effective at much higher altitudes continues to be a major safety achievement on the fireground in 

today's world. Firefighters on the ground and in the air are much safer due to this single 

innovation.  

Larry was a personality whom I had met frequently since the late 1970s. He was inspiring and 

charismatic, and – as the nominators pointed out – he had cared much about others. He mentored 

and taught many. He was kind, fair, admired and had friends across the globe. While he will be 

sorely missed we will all remember his contributions as well as his kind heart.  

Before handing over the Award to his family I am passing on to Eddie Goldberg to say a few 

commemorative words about Larry’s work. 

 

 

Sacramento, California, 03 March 2020 

 

Johann Georg Goldammer 

Director, Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) 

Member of the Award Committee  

 


