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29 January 200I

Dear Mr. Goldammer,

I am writing to inforur you that I assumed my duties as Under-Secreh.ry-General for
Hun:anitariafl Affairs today. As you are aware, in the exercise of that authority, I am responsibie
for chairing the Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reductiou, which was cstablished, together
with the Inter-Ageocy Secrctariat for the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR),
by ECOSOC and the UN Gencral Assembly, as ar important irstr.ument f'or advaacing the
objectives of the Statcgy.

I aut surc you will agree that thc inoreased incidence ofnatural disasters and their
negative impaet in terms of hutnan, ecouonric aud social losses pose a major threat to our planet-
ISDR thcrefore provides an important framework for orienting tbe activities ofthe international
conrmunity in support of disaster reduction initrativcs. In this regard, I attach special importancc
to the work of the Inter-Agenoy Task Force, and wish to acknowlodge the significaut
contibutior youhave made in this context.

Based on thc mandate assigned to the ISDR Secrotariat, and following discussious at the
last Task Force meeting in October 2000, the Secretariat has reformulated the Framework for
Action for the implementation of the ISDR. It has also prepared a comprehensivc Wor.lqplan for
2001, which identifies a number of important priodties aimcd at advaucing the objectives of the
Strategry. Particular emphasis is placed on the prcparation of a Global Report on Disaster
Reduction Initiatives in support of the Strategy, as well as the preparation of a number of
thenratic studies on various aspccts of disaster reductiorr- A spccial effort will also be made to
promote imeased awareness of the importance of disaster reduction, the dcvelopment ofrisk
reduction methodologies, the shariag among counties of innovative expericuces in disaster
manngement, ttre strcngthening of national ISDR plaforms, and thc promotion of closer links
with the scientific andtechnical communify in the implementation of thc Strategy.

I wish to assure you of my strong coumitrnent to the principles ernbodied irr the Strategy,
and look forward to working closelywith you in advaucing the cause of clisasterreduction.

Yor:rs sincerely,

l4 001_

/+tu
Keazo Oshima

Under-S ecretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs

Mr. Johan Goldarnn:er
The Global Fire Monitoriug Centre
Max Planck Institutc for Chenristry
Freiburg University
Freibrrrg
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Dear Mr. Goldammer,

The Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reductiou which I chair is in the
prooess of reviewiug its membership in the civil society and NGo category. hr
accordance with the stipulations of UN General Asscmbly resolutiou it/lb5, four
nofl-permanent members will be rotated at the end of the current year.

Upou consultation with the ISDR Secretariat, and in consideratiou of the
important role it plays iu the Task Force,I am pleased to invite the Global Fire
Mouitoring ceute to be a rnember of the TashForce for the biennium 2002-2003.
The Task Force would greafly benefit from your continued participation in its
activities, both in your capacity as Dircctor of tfie Cloba] fire Uonitoring Centc
aud as the convenor of the working Group on wildland Fire.

I look forward t9 w_orking togcther with you in pursuit of the goals of the
International Strategy for Disaster Rcduction.

UNITED NATIONS 
@ NATIONS UNIES

rc5TtL ADOEEig-.AAEEiqE rc3TaLE: UT|TES ilATtOXa. x.r" t@rz
GIBLE tEOilE**AaTEEEE TELECftATHTsuE: sN^Ttoxe lttWyaitt

I6 April 2002

Yours sincerely,tkk
Und er- S ecretary- General
for Humanitarian Affairs

Mr, Joh*nn G. Goldammer
Director, The Clobal Fire Monitoring Ccntre
Ma:r Planok Institute for Chemisty
Freiburg Uuivcrsity
Freiburg



ISDR INTER-AGENCY TRsx FoRce WoRrIruc Gnoup Wllouruo FIRr
THr Gloenl Frne Morurrontxe CrrurrR - GFMC

Mr. Ksoho Oshima
U nder-Secretariy-Gene ral for H u m an itarian Affai rs
United Nations
New York

tnternniisnol $trql.ggy

rspR
f er Eisusler Seducti*-r:

Johann G. Goldammer
Coordinator

@ Fire Ecology Research Group
Max Planck lnstitute for Chemistry
c/o University Freiburg
79085 Freiburg, Germany

Tel: ++49-761-808011
Fax: ++49-761-808012
E-Mail: jggold@uni-freiburg.de

Date:22 April 2002

Dear Mr. Oshima,

I am refering to your letter dated 16 April 2402 in which you invited the Global Fire
Monitoring Center (GFMC) to be a member of the lnter-Agency Task Force for
Disaster Reduction for the biennium 2002-2003.

On behalf of the GFMC and the members of the Working Group of Wildland Fire I

would like to express our appreciation to be included as a member in the civil society
and NGO category.

I accept the invitation.

At the same time I would like to asssure that both the GFMC and the Working Group
will continue to provide all the inputs required to support the work of the Task Force.

Yours sincerely

/r" f,i{ft*<r
//
Johann G. Goldammer
Global Fire Monitoring Center
ISDR-IATF Working Group on Wildland Fire

cc ISDR Secretariat, Geneva

The f nteragency Task Force Working Group Wildland Flre of the UN lnternational Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR)
is coordinated by the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC).
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