
 



English Translation 

Ethnos, Saturday 24 August 1985 

How we would have saved Thasos Island 

“Everyone in Thasos was waiting for the firefighting aircraft. The 95% of the ground forces did nothing to extinguish the fires. The responsible fire 
officers were enough experienced, but all the ground forces, e.g., 1000 persons from military forces, arrived in the island without carrying any 
special equipment”  

This statement was made by Professor Johann Goldammer, specialized in forest fire management. He was in Thasos Island during the fire and he 
gave an interview to our newspaper yesterday, one day before his departure from Greece. 

- Do you know if there was any specific plan for the forest fire control in the island? 

- Yes. The “Xenocratis Emergency Plan” was initiated when the flames of the fires were approaching the villages.  

- If you have been assigned to coordinate the forest fire suppression what you would have to do? 

- I cannot answer to this question. It is difficult to express an opinion for something that I do not have a clear overview. 

- Did you notice any mistakes or failures during the operations? 

- Yes, as I said earlier, the ground forces did not participate to fire suppression. Everyone was waiting from the firefighting aircrafts to 
extinguish the fire. Aerial firefighting is effective, but ground and aerial forces should cooperate together in order to successfully suppress 
forest fires. I also noticed that ground forces were removing far away from the location of aerial forces operation. 

-  A lot of people have been killed due to water dripping during forest fires suppression. In Greece, we face a really bad coordination 

among ground and aerial firefighting forces.  

- Maybe you are right. I believe that the aerial forces performed a great operation. When Maries village was in risk, I requested to be sent 4 
aircraft. We were very close to the village and after the water dripping from the aircrafts, we totally extinguish the fire.   



- So, you were the coordinator of the forest fire operation in Thasos?  

- Not exactly… I just gave some advice to the Governor of Thasos 

- In Greece, specialists state that we face a problem due to lack of the appropriate infrastructure. Do you notice if in Thasos exists 

adequate infrastructure?  Were the firefighting vehicles able to approach the flame front? 

- Yes, the firefighting vehicles were able to reach the fire front. 

- What do you believe that we should do in order to protect from forest fires? 

- This is the reason of my visit in Greece. I believe that you need very well organized and trained forest firefighting personnel. It is useless to 
bring the urban firefighters into the forests. The characteristics of a forest fire are totally different and there is a need of well trained 
personnel which will be familiar with the forest area. The forest fire chief officer should be a specialized forester with excellent knowledge 
of forest fire control principles and fire suppression tactics. The local forest service should be in charge of forest fire operations. 

- What about the density of forest roads? 

-  The forest road network should be increased. 

- What other fire prevention measurements do you suggest? 

-  It would be costly, but I suggest that the heavy understory fuel (shrubs, grasses) of your forests should be removed. This could be 
accomplished by mechanical removal or by controlled grazing. I do not think that the fuelbreaks alone can solve the issue. Soil erosion and 
intense post-fire floods are caused by them. Furthermore, fire embers are transported in a distance of 300 meters. Shrubs and dry grasses are 
the primary carriers of fires. If forest fuels will be treated properly and the forest firefighting personnel is well trained, then most of the 
forest fires in Greece can be effectively controlled and suppressed. 
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