











the interest of the more valuable
ones and the condition of the forest
had been changed greatly, though
its irregularity was maintained.
Trees were found vigorous and
healthy with marked increase in
growth increment. Stem.analysis
revealed that it took only 73 years
for teak to attain 80" gbh. Trees of
the younger age classes also
became more prominent and to
provide frequent treatment to the
young crops existing in both
plantations and natural forests, the
felling cycle was even reduced from
30 years to 10 years under the plan.
Fire protection, temporarily
abandoned in 1921, was resumed in
1924 till the end of the cycle.
Steady decomposition of leaf mould
set in, increasing the soil fertility.
Stocking of teak and Xylia Kerri had
greatly increased but the others
showed no discernible
improvement. |t was reported that
the forest under that plan had built
up its wealth with amazing rapidity
and an important point was made
that "if fire protection could raise the
productive capacity of soil for a
particular type of forest, the case of
Kangyi reserve was an outstanding
example"

For the fourth plan (1933-34 to
1947-48) no immediate revision of

the previous plan could be under
taken due to internal disturbances in
that particular district where the
Kangyi Reserve was located.
Operations were carried out under
the draft plan before the main plan
appeared in 1939. Method of
treatment under this plan was the

same improved selection system
more in line with the prevailing
condition. Teak, Xylia Kerri and a

few other valuable species were
favoured as usual. One of the main
objects of management was to
further encourage teak in the young
age classes to get a Dbetter
proportion in the growing stock. To
induce the natural reproduction of
teak, some controlled burning had
been made, but with no appreciable
result, apparently due to the various
strata which had been formed
overhead. This is clear evidence
that with or without fire, teak being a
light demander, cannot reproduce
itself naturally under shade.

Under various silvicultural
treatments, the reserve was packed
with beautiful stands of teak, Xylia
Kerri and a few valuable species
though reproduction of teak was
strikingly absent in the latter stage.
Trees were found to be sound,
straight and vigorous, as dominant
stems attained good heights. Other

species of economic value were
said to have come up well to
make a congenial mixture in the
crop, more akin to the natural
than the artificial one. Fertility of
the soil had increased with
marked improvement in
production. Financial return had
far exceeded the forecast. The
reserve was therefore described
as a magnificent forest of
exceptional value and the actual
results of scientific management
under selection system and fire
protection.

Conclusion

In the light of the increasing
opening of the forests through
severe forest fires and excessive
cutting, it may be wise to consider
forest fire protection for those
natural forests which have
undergone various stages of
changes and degradation. It may
also be advisable to focus on
areas in which, fierce fires, which
in the past had been quite
exceptional in Mr. Slade's own
words, are now occurring more
often than not, and where fires of
high intensity are beginning to get
out of hand and cannot be
considered as a forester's friend
but his foe.
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