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It is inconceivable to now have 45 co-competent agencies for fire prevention

Editorial: The same mistakes
A few weeks ago, the prime minister received a study conducted by the Group of Long-Term
Planning and Research regarding the “mega-currents” of the 21st century.

In 2018, experts had warned that the “Ippokrateios Politeia” might in the future become the fire-
ravaged Mati of Parnitha, and they called for the creation of proper anti-fire zones so as to
facilitate fire-fighting by fire service trucks.

Yet, they were not heeded.

In 2019, a committee headed by German Professor Johann Goldammer (photo) submitted to
Greece’s Parliament Speaker a report on the deadly Mati wildfire.

As Ta Nea reports today, among the tabled proposals was the streamlining of wildfire
management, a focus on prevention instead of stomping out fires, and the completion of forest
maps and the reorganization of the forest bureau. The report was left in a desk drawer.

A few weeks ago, the prime minister received a study conducted by the Group of Long-Term
Planning and Research regarding the “mega-currents” of the 21st century.

The first concerned climate change. Greece, as the study indicates, will be affected intensely by
the sea-level rise and that will have repercussions on tourism, infrastructure, and cities.

The current government must carefully scrutinize this study. Similarly, it should have studied
from the start the Goldammer study.

It is inconceivable to now have 45 co-competent agencies for fire prevention and another 17 for
putting out fires.

It is inconceivable to not have a unified National Firefighting Protection Plan.
For decades, we have been making the same mistakes.
We must at long last learn our lessons.

Source: https://www.tanea.qr/2021/08/09/english-edition/editorial-the-same-mistakes/
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[Marti kpOETNKE 6TOL CLPTAPLLL

Ex0O¢gon npoéPiene v KoTOSTPOPN 070 TIS QOTIES

O1 e1d1K0l TPOTEIVOVV AVGELS Y10l TNV OVTILETOTION TWV SUGIKOV TUPKAYLOV 0AAY QVTEG HEVOLV
Bappéveg ota cuptapia ? Ommg 1 £kBeon mov cLVETOEE YepLOvOg KabnynTg netd to Mdrtt ko
TePLypdoel 660, 001 YOHV GE KATASTPOPES

TANEA Team — 9 Avyovotov 2021

XvveyiCoopue va... Badilovpe oe Aabog katevBuvon (1)». Me avtég Tic €61 AéEetg 0 dtevBuvTrg
Epgvvov otov EMnviko I'ewpywod Opyaviepud AHMHTPA tov Ivetitovtov Mecoystokav
kot Aacikdv Owosvotnudtov op F'afpmi ZavBdmovrog neptypdest pddvtog ota «NEAY,
TL Iyaivel otpafd Ko dev Advetal (060 pumopet va Avbel oe Eva pecoyetokd teppaiiov) to
TPOPANLA LE TIS daoKEG TVPKOYLES 6TV EALGSA.

O dp lNafpmA EavBOmOoLAOG givar Evag amd Tovg £E1 £101KOVG EMGTILOVEG TNG AVEEAPTNTNG
Emitpomnc yia tic [poontikég Awayeipiong [upkayidv Aacodv ko Yraifpov otnv EALGSa
(ko EKTPOCONOC TOV EMGTUOVOV).

Kopovaioc — EEopyiotinéc sixovee covaeticuov otny Epuod, evo ta kpovouato

«KALTTALOVY)

H Emtpont| vd tov cuvtovicud tov dievbuver tov Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC)
kaOnynt Dr. Johann Georg Goldammer cuvéta&e (uetd ™ eotid 6o Mdtt mov £ixe o¢
amotéreopa 102 dvBpomot va ydcovv m {on tovg) £kbeon dmov avaivonkay To Babitepa
aiTiol TOV SLOPKMG EVIEWVOUEVOL TPOPANLATOS TOV dOCIKOV TupKayldV otnv EAAGSa kot
vréPare Tig Tpotdoelg e H éxbeon mapaddnke otig 7 Defpovapiov 2019 ce dla ta
TOMTIKA KOUUATOL.

Avo ypovia petd dAhace kdtt, «Oyw, vrootnpilet o op F'afpmA EavBonovrog. «O,Tt KAVOLE,
kévoupe... E€axolovBovpe va piyvovpe 6Ao 10 BApOg 6TV KATAGTOAN Kot Ol GTNV
TPOANY, VO M dlayeiplon TV docmdV cuveyilel va yoAaivel L To YVOOTA TAEOV
KATOoTPOPIKA amoteléspota. .. Kowvag eipacte oto 1610 pyo Beatéoy.
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O kabnyntmgc Georg Goldammer pe tov tote TpbLTOLPYO, AAEEN Toinpa

To mpoPAnpa TV dactkdv mupkayldv otnv EALGSA, Kotd ToVg £101K0VG oL GuVETAEAY TV
€K0eom, EMOEVAOVETOL AOY® TV KOWVMVIKOOIKOVOUKAV (YPNOEMV YNG, SNUOYPUPIKMV) Kot
KMUOTOAOYIK®OV 0ALOYDV, TNG EAAEWYNC N} TOV 1N KATAAANA®V BECHIK®V HETP®V, TOV
OVETOPKOVG KOl TOAOLOUEVOL EEOTAIGHOD KOl TNG OVOTOTEAEGLOTIKTG OPYAVMOTG Y10 TN
dwyelplon TV TupKayLdV, TOV avOpOTIVOV 0pacTNPLOTHTOV Kol TOV GLVOLAGLOD TMV
AAAMNAETIOPACEDV TOV TOPATAV®D TOPAYOVIOV.

Ta wpofipora

Kotd toug cvvtdkteg tng éxbeonc:

H EAMGoa etvon n pdvn yopa oty Evpdnn 6mov ta damavapeve. kovovAid yio v
KATOOTOAN £fvot dSusaviloya YnAd oe oxéon He TNV TPOANYM.

2TV TPOANYN TOV S0GIKMV TUPKAYUDV CLUUUETEYOVVY 45 cuvapprddiol popeig Tov Tpémet
VO GLVTOVIGTOVV GE £vo, KOO TAaicto. ['a v Katacstoln Ba tpémetl va cuvepyaoTohv
17 gopeic, mov avikovy 6e 6 vTovpyeia TPOKEWEVOL va ackncovv 11 dtapopeticég
OPHOSIOTNTEG,.

Mo v emdeivoon Tov TpofAraTog onuavtikdtato poro mailet 1 avénomn e
TOGOTNTOG KOl GUVEYELNG TG KOVGIUNG VANG. Xwpig TN Otoeipton g KaVGUNG VANG, N
OTOTEAEGLLALTIKY] TTPOANYN TOV TUPKAYIDV 00NYEL GE TEPATEP® AENGT) TNG KOGIUNG
VANG Kot YEPOTEPEG TUPKAYIEC.

INUELOVETOL ADENGT) TOL KIvOUVOL EKONA®GONG KOl EEATAMGNG TUPKAYIDV GTIS TAPVPES
TOV ACTIKOV TEPLOYDV, TOV OIKIGU®V TNG VITaiBPOoV, TOV aypOTIK®V EKUETOAAEDCEMVY KOl
TOV TOVPLOTIKOV TEPLOYDV .

Yrdpyet avénom tov apBpov TV S0GIKMOV TUPKOYIDY KoL TOV KUUEVOY S0GTKMV
extdoemv oty EALGda amd 1 dekaetio Tov 80 ko peTd, pOdvovtag paMota o
2.700.000 kopéva otpéppata to 2007.

Hpoaxtikég mupocPeong

Ot advvapieg 6To KOUUATL TNG OMOTEAEGLOTIKNG TPOANYNG LTOPOVV VO 0mod0Bovv:

v EAAeyn eViaiov Kot KOOy GYESIIGHOV OVTUTUPIKNG TPOCTOCIOG.

2TV 0movsio EYKEKPYEVOV KOt TEKUNPIOUEVOV TOTK®V OVTITUPIKAOV GYEOImV.

210 KeEVE Kot T HELOUEVN aSloTIoTIO TOV CTOTICTIKOV GTOLXEI®V Y10, TO TUPIKO 1GTOPIKO
7oV pmopel vor kaBodNyNGoLvV Tig dPACES TPOANYNG.



e XV vrepPolikr| EEAPTNON TOV GLGTHOTOG TLPOGPESTG A TOL EVAEPLOL LLECTL.

e 211 LETOPOPA TPOKTIKMV TUPOGPESTC OCTIKOV TUPKAYLDV GE TUPKAYIES SOCHV Ko
vraifpov.

e Y11 dvokoAio va v100eTNOEl 1 YoM CVYYPOVAOV TEXVOLOYIK®VY EPYOUAEI®V Kot
EMOTNUOVIK®V LEBOIWV GTOV EMYEPNOLOKS GYEAGO.

e XNV Qvopyn KO OTPOYPOUUATIGTN SOUNGN SOCIKMV EKTAGEMV Kot TN dnpovpyio (ovodv
UEetENG S0omV -0IKIGUMOVY YOP® OmTd TO LEYAAN AGTUKG KOl TOUPLOTIKE KEVTPAL.

e 211 pEYAAN Svcapuovia TV KovOLAmY o dlatifevtal yio TNV TPOANYT, GE GYECT LE
T TOAOTAGG 10, KOVOVALL TTOL SOTOVAVTOL Y10, TV KOTOGTOAY] TMV TUPKAYUDV.

Ta xovova

Ewdwotepa, o€ 0,T1 apopd TNV KATAGTOAY, OTOC avapépet o op [afpmi EavBonovroc, ta
avéavopeva KovovAla g tehevtaiog 20etiog dev 0dnynoav og avtictoyn avénon oty
OTOTEAECUATIKOTITO KOl OTOO0TIKOTNTA TOV pnyaviopuov. Ta emuépovg mpofAnuota
aPopoHV 1060 TIg duVAELS Kal Ta péca (emiyeta, evaépia) 6GO KoL TOV TPOTO GUVEPYAGING
TOV QOPEWV PETOED TOVG.

R‘ o

Evwoio avripetomon

Ot edwcol vrootpilovy mTwg T0 TPOPAN LA TV TLPKAYIOV Ba TPETEL VO AVTILETOTICTEL Ao
v IoAteia eviaia, péca amd £va OAOKANPOUEVO KOl GUVEKTIKO TAAIGLO dtoryeipiong TV
JUCIKAOV TUPKAYIDOV KOl OYL LE LELOVOUEVES KOl AGVVOETES VINPEGIES Kot OPACELS TPOANYNG
N KOTOGTOANG.

Inuetdveton whviog 0Tt tov lovAo eykpidnke oto KYZEA to mpdypappo avafdaduiong g
[ToMtwkng [pootaciog vd v ovopacia «AlIlTE». To wpdypappa apopd OAN TV ETIKPATELL
KoL EYEL VO KAVEL [LE TNV AITAOTTOINGT TOL UNYOVIGHLOV KO TNV OVOVEMGT] EE0TAIGHOD KOt
aVOUEVETOL Va ovoKotvmBel and v kuBépvnon tov Zentépuppro.

ENTYIIH EKAOXZH NEA

Source: https://www.tanea.gr/2021/08/09/greece/foties-ekthesi-proeviepe-tin-katastrofi-giati-
kryftike-sta-syrtaria/
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Because it was hidden in the drawers

A report predicted the destruction from the fires

Experts suggest solutions to deal with forest fires but they remain buried in drawers; Like the
report written by a German professor after Mati and describes what leads to disasters

“We continue to walk in the wrong direction (!)". With these six words, the director of Research
at the Hellenic Agricultural Organization DIMITRA of the Institute of Mediterranean and Forest
Ecosystems, Dr. Gabriel Xanthopoulos, describes to "NEA" what goes wrong and is not solved
(as long as it can be solved in a Mediterranean environment).

Dr. Gabriel Xanthopoulos is one of the six expert scientists of the Independent Committee for the
Prospects of Forest and Rural Fire Management in Greece (and a representative of scientists).

The Commission under the coordination of the Director of the Global Fire Monitoring Center
(GFMC) Professor Dr. Johann Georg Goldammer prepared (after the fire in Mati that resulted in
102 people losing their lives) a report which analyzed the deeper causes of the ever-increasing
problem of forest fires in Greece and submitted its proposals. The report was delivered on
February 7, 2019 to all political parties.

Did something change two years later? "No," says Dr. Gabriel Xanthopoulos. "What we have
done, we are doing... We continue to put all the weight on repression and not on prevention,

while forest management continues to falter with the most well-known catastrophic results...

Together we are spectators in the same work."

Professor Georg Goldammer with the then Prime Minister, Alexis Tsipras

The problem of forest fires in Greece, according to the experts who drafted the report, is
exacerbated by socio-economic (land use, demographic) and climatic changes, lack or
inappropriate institutional measures, insufficient and outdated equipment and inefficient



organization for management of fires, human activities and the combination of the interactions of
the above factors.

The problems
According to the authors of the report:

e Greece is the only country in Europe where the funds spent on repression are
disproportionately high in relation to prevention.

e In the prevention of forest fires participate 45 co-competent bodies that must be
coordinated in a common framework. For the suppression, 17 bodies, belonging to 6
ministries, must cooperate in order to exercise 11 different responsibilities.

e To increase the problem, the increase of the quantity and continuity of the fuel plays a
very important role. Without fuel management, effective fire prevention leads to further
fuel increases and worse fires.

e There is an increased risk of outbreaks and spread of fires on the outskirts of urban areas,
rural settlements, agricultural holdings and tourist areas.

e There has been an increase in the number of forest fires and burned forest areas in Greece
since the 1980s, reaching 2,700,000 acres in 2007.

Firefighting practices
Weaknesses in the area of effective prevention can be attributed to:

e In the absence of approved and documented local fire plans. Gaps and diminished
reliability of fire history statistics that can guide prevention actions.

¢ In the excessive dependence of the fire extinguishing system on the aerial means.

¢ In the transfer of urban firefighting practices to forest and rural fires.

e The difficulty of adopting the use of modern technological tools and scientific methods in
business planning.

¢ In the anarchic and unplanned construction of forest areas and the creation of mixing
zones of forests-settlements around the big urban and tourist centers.

¢ In the great disharmony of the funds allocated for prevention, in relation to the multiple
funds spent for the suppression of fires.

The funds

In particular, regarding the repression, as stated by Dr. Gabriel Xanthopoulos, the increasing
funds of the last 20 years have not led to a corresponding increase in the effectiveness and
efficiency of the mechanism. The individual problems concern both the forces and the means
(ground, air) as well as the way of cooperation of the bodies with each other.

Unified treatment

Experts argue that the problem of fires should be addressed by the State as a whole, through an
integrated and coherent framework for forest fire management and not through individual and
unrelated services and actions of prevention or suppression.

It is noted, however, that in July KYSEA approved the program for the upgrading of Civil
Protection under the name "AIGIS". The program covers the whole territory and has to do with
the simplification of the mechanism and the renewal of equipment and is expected to be
announced by the government in September.



