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Regional South America Wildland Fire Network

Foundation Meeting, Curitiba, Brazil, 17 June 2004


Informal Questionnaire in Preparation of the Foundation of the 

Regional South America Wildland Fire Network

Introduction

Limited resources in wildland fire management, capacity building, research and technology development in many countries are calling for cooperation and sharing of resources between neighbour countries, within regions and at international level.

A number of international conferences during the 1990s, the initiative of the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN-ISDR), the work programme of the FAO, the Global Observation of Forest Cover and Land Cover (GOFC/GOLD) Fire Implementation programme and the recommendations of the International Wildland Fire Summit (2003) have recommended to enhance international cooperation in wildland fire management.

The idea of working together at regional level, facilitated by networks or other cooperative arrangements, including bilateral and multilateral agreements, has brought up the idea to bring together existing cooperative arrangements, and create new ones where necessary, under a common umbrella called the Global Wildland Fire Network (GWFN). The Global Wildland Fire Network is an outreach programme of UN-ISDR and instrumental for the work of a number of UN agencies and programmes, notably the FAO. The GWFN consists of different Regional Wildland Fire Networks. 
The background information and status of network building in the various regions in the world, including the background documentation and the results of the International Wildland Fire Summit are available on a number of websites of the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) (for website links: see footnote).

Currently there is no networking arrangement in place in South America. This is why it was proposed to create the Regional South America Wildland Fire Network. Details of the proposal and the agenda of the Network Foundation Meeting on 17 June 2004 (conducted jointly with the 3rd South American Symposium on Wildland Fire Control and the 7th Joint Technical Meeting FUPEF/SIF/IPEF on Wildland Fire Control) can be found on this website:

http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/course/meeting/meet2003_14.htm
The purpose of this voluntary questionnaire is to obtain useful information from participants in the meeting to facilitate the establishment of the Regional Wildland Fire Network. This is not an "official request" to your government, nor is there any intent to add to the "reporting burden" that some countries are concerned about regarding country reporting to UN organizations."

Please provide some short answers/comments to the questions, which are divided in two parts:

A. Questions on national systems / capabilities (organized in 5 topics)
B. Questions on regional Wildland Fire Networking
Please indicate the country:___________________ and institution:____________________ you are representing. If you wish you may provide your name and e-mail address:

Name:___________________


e-mail: ___________________________

Please return the questionnaire by electronic mail to the GFMC Latin America Desk, attn. Ms Claudia Scholz:

Claudia.Scholz@gfmc.org
or alternatively bring a digital (preferable) or printed version to the meeting.

Part A: Questions on national systems / capabilities (organized in 5 topics)

Topic T1. Wildland Fire Forecasting (Early Warning)

A1a. What forecasting systems / capabilities exist in your country?

	System Type / Name

Capabilities
	Responsible Institution

(name, internet address)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


(please have in mind aspects on: meteorological data, weather stations, fire weather, Fire Weather Index (FWI), vegetation cover/dryness, drought maps, fire danger rating systems, fire risk assessment, risk index/risk maps, observation towers, ground patrol, distribution of information/communication channels, etc.)

A1b. What are gaps / deficits that need to be addressed in your country for a better Wildland Fire Forecasting? Please specify.

Topic T2. Wildland Fire Detection and Monitoring (Use, Processing and Distribution of Satellite Information)

A2a. What detection and monitoring systems / capabilities exist in your country?

	System Type / Name

Capabilities
	Responsible Institution

(name, internet address)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


(please have in mind aspects on: detection of High Temperature Events (HTE), usage of different types of satellite data, development of algorithms, (if no satellite based systems are used, which others are used?), distribution of information to the next lower level (regional, national, local) / communication channels, etc.)
A2b. What are gaps / deficits that need to be addressed in your country for better Wildland Fire Detection and Monitoring? Please specify.
Topic T3. Wildland Fire Suppression (Fighting)

A3a. What suppression methods / capabilities exist in your country?

	Methods

Capabilities
	Responsible Institution

(name, internet address)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


(please have in mind aspects on: ground fighting, aerial fighting, community based fire fighting, volunteer fire fighting, professional fire fighting groups, machinery available, etc.)
A3b. What are gaps / deficits that need to be addressed in your country for better Wildland Fire Suppression? Please specify.

Topic T4. Wildland Fire Research

A4a. What research capabilities exist in your country?

	Research Interest
Research Project
	Responsible Institution

(name, internet address)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


A4b. What are gaps / deficits that need to be addressed in your country for better Wildland Fire Research? Please specify.

Topic T5. Wildland Fire Management Training / Capacity Building

A5a. What training and capacity building capabilities / courses are offered in your country?

	Capabilities

Type of Courses
	Responsible Institution

(name, internet address)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


A5b. What are gaps / deficits that need to be addressed in your country for better Wildland Fire Management Training / Capacity Building? Please specify.

Part B: Questions on Regional Wildland Fire Networking

B1. General questions on networking

B1a. Which topics could potentially serve (or are relevant) for cooperation with others in the South American Region? Please mark either yes or no. Please feel free to also provide other topics not listed here.

	Potential Wildland Fire Topic for Cooperation:
	Yes
	No

	T1. Forecasting (Early Warning)
	
	

	T2. Detection and Monitoring (Satellite Information)
	
	

	T3. Fighting (Suppression)
	
	

	T4. Research
	
	

	T5. Management Training / Capacity Building
	
	

	T6. Others:
	
	

	T7. Others:
	
	

	T8. Others:
	
	


(other potential topics: fire prevention, emergency response, mutual information visits / study tours, etc)

Please specify why you consider each topic as relevant (or not relevant) for cooperation: 

B1b. Does your country have bilateral or multilateral agreements with other countries for cooperation in any topic of wildland fire, e.g. forecasting, early warning, detection, monitoring, fire prevention, fire suppression, emergency response, research, fire management training / capacity building, mutual information visits / study tours, other? Please list. And specify the purpose of the agreement. 

	Topic

(T1-T8)
	Cooperation Agreement with
	Purpose of Agreement
	Responsible Institution

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


B1c. Can your country offer an active contribution to the Regional Wildland Fire Network? If yes, how? In which topic of cooperation? By which institution? 

	Topic
(T1-T8)
	Contribution to the Regional Wildland Fire Network
	Responsible Institution

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


B1d. What do you expect the Network to do? What benefits do you expect from the Network?

B1e. What concrete tasks do you suggest have to be carried out to get the Network going? What are your suggestions for a timetable 2004-2005 of the Network activities?

B1f. What are gaps / deficits that need to be addressed in the South American Region for a better Wildland Fire Networking? How can the Network be strengthened? Please specify by topic of cooperation.

	Topic

(T1-T8)
	Gaps / Deficits
	Suggestion for strengthening the Network

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


B2. Further Questions 

B2a. Is your country / institution willing to introduce the “Incident Command System (ICS)” for Wildland Fire Management domestically and/or for the preparedness in multilateral cooperation in wildland fire emergencies? For details: See Communiqué of the International Wildland Fire Summit at: http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/summit-2003/introduction.htm
or: http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/iffn/iffn_29/IWFS-3-Paper-3.pdf
B2b. Is your country / institution willing to have a close look at using the template for cooperative agreements in wildland fire management, agreed at the International Wildland Fire Summit (Sydney, 2003) (Summit Paper International Wildland Fire Management Agreements Template)? For details: See Communiqué of the International Wildland Fire Summit or: http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/iffn/iffn_29/IWFS-2-Paper-2.pdf
B2c. The Network Foundation meeting will possibly come up with a resolution or declaration aimed at creating visibility and political awareness on the wildland fire situation in South America and a call for international cooperation to create synergies and share resources to improve the situation. What would you suggest to be included in such a statement (e.g. a  “Curitiba Declaration on Cooperation in Wildland Fire Management in South America”)? List items (short). 

B2d. Would you be in favour of a regional South America agreement for cooperation in wildland fire management with a legally binding character, or alternatively, a non-binding or informal character?
B3. Finally: Other Items to be discussed
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	The initiative of the South American wildland fire community to create a regional network aims at enhancing international cooperation in wildland fire management in the frame of the Global Wildland Fire Network (GWFN). The initiative is supported by government agencies, non-government organizations, and the United Nations.

GWFN Website:  http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/globalNet.html
GWFN Status (regularly updated): 

http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/Regional%20Wildland%20Fire%20Networks-Status-4-May-2004-1.pdf
Int. Wildland Fire Summit: http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/summit-2003/introduction.htm
Curitiba Meeting: http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/course/meeting/meet2003_14.htm
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