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Latest information on wildfires in the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone 29.03,22.04.20

By the 22April2020, on the 2% day of continuing fire suppression operations, spots of fires continue
to burn northern part of the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone and eastatngh Zhytomyr oblast along border with
Belarus with almost absent accessibility for ground fire brigades. There are two cases of crossing by fires
UkrainianBelorussian border toward Polesskiy State Radioecological Reserve, but due to absent of roads it

is impossible to respond except aviation suppression while aviation use-km1fbne along border is
restricted.
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Fig. 1Fires burning across 180n part of UkrainiarBelorussian border in the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone and
northern-eastern parts of Zhytmyr oblast duringhe last 48 hours. Source: FIRMS Al 2@0.

Betweenl6and20 of Aprin nHn GKS SaaSydAlt LI NI & inTRerndbid A &
and Zhytomyr oblastand have been brought under contr&me villages antlouses were burnt completely
(Fig.2 and 3). Locapopulation were resettledemporarilyto shelters. No fatdties were reported officially.
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Fig. & and b Numerous forest fires and fires in villages in nentbstern part of the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone (b) and
the Eastern part of Zhytomyr oblast (a) by-18 April 2020.

Fig. &-d. Burned villages in northern part of Zhytomyr oblast.



Due to firesin northern parts of Ukraine and Chernobyl Exclusion Zomkich had been
contaminated by radionuclides aftéhe failure of Block 4 of th€hernobyl MclearPower Plant, mtensive
smoke contaminatioextendedhundreds of kilometers outside of firegdcovered city of Kyiv with around
4 million of population and other settlements well(Fig.4).Smallconcentrations of*’Cs that potentially
could migrate with air mass from the forest fires in Chernobyl registered in Norway
https://thebarentsobserver.com/en/ecology/2020/04/radioactiveesiumimeasurednorth-could-origin-

chernobyiforestfires.
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Fig. 4 Radioactive smoke plumes from numerous fires in the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone and eastern part of Zhytomyr
2o0flald Y2@0Ay3 G26FNR Y@AD YR adzodz2NDBlFyQa GSNNRG2NASE:
by 17April2020.

Modeling regarthg air mass trajectories are provided by the Institute for Radiological Protection and
Safety of France (IRSN) (Fig. 5).
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Fig. 5IRSN evaluated the release of radioactivity by reverse modeling. For details see latest IRSN report:
https://www.irsn.fr/EN/newsroom/News/Pages/20200420_FisesUkrainein-the-ExclusiorZzonearound

chernobyl.aspx
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See also IRSN reports of 15 Ap@i2Q
https://www.irsn.fr/EN/newsroom/News/Documents/IRSN Informati&®eport Firesn-Ukrainein-the-
ExclusiorZonearoundchernobyiNPP 15042020.pyf

and 17 April 2020
https:/www.irsn.fr/ENnewsroom/News/Documents/IRSN Informatidg®eport Firesn-Ukrainein-the-
ExclusiorZonearound-chernobyiNPP 17042020.p)f

Due to cold and episodic rain weather firefighters close to taking under control most of burning spots.
Suppression operation joidemilitary forces and the National Guafar better controlof theterritory. Inthe
Chernobyl Eclusion Zongthe total mobilization included1800 emergency and forestry fire fighters and
about 500 engines and othreequipment. In Zhytomyr oblast200 firdighters and 400 engineare
operational.

End of the Pressdfeaseof 22 April 2020

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

The GFMC and REEFMC are partners of and providing advisory support in landscape fire manageme
EURBIOPA

Organization for Security and @‘%
EUR-OPA MAJOR HAZARDS AGREEMENT EE ng_igl;raa{ioonn 31" E:rCOlJprlety an g"/—\'!‘/ U N D R R

ACCORD EUR-OPA RISQUES MAJEURS  CONSEIL DE LEUROPE UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction



https://www.irsn.fr/EN/newsroom/News/Documents/IRSN_Information-Report_Fires-in-Ukraine-in-the-Exclusion-Zone-around-chernobyl-NPP_15042020.pdf
https://www.irsn.fr/EN/newsroom/News/Documents/IRSN_Information-Report_Fires-in-Ukraine-in-the-Exclusion-Zone-around-chernobyl-NPP_15042020.pdf
https://www.irsn.fr/EN/newsroom/News/Documents/IRSN_Information-Report_Fires-in-Ukraine-in-the-Exclusion-Zone-around-chernobyl-NPP_17042020.pdf
https://www.irsn.fr/EN/newsroom/News/Documents/IRSN_Information-Report_Fires-in-Ukraine-in-the-Exclusion-Zone-around-chernobyl-NPP_17042020.pdf
https://gfmc.online/programmes/europe-org/coe.html
https://gfmc.online/globalnetworks/seeurope/SEEurope_8.html
https://www.undrr.org/

Previous Press Release of 16 April 2020

As of12 April 2020, according to theemote sensinglata, burning at northern edge of fire continued
in the core 10-km zone of the ChernobyElusionZone (CEZvith a total area of at leas? 000ha (Fig. 1).

Fig. 1.Fire in a 1&km zone of the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone as &fdrl 2020 Area is8 000ha (excluding part of
surface forest fires). Light in colegrass fires with burning regeneration of pine, birch, shrubs and other tree species.
Shades of red are forest crown fires and intensive surface forest fires.

Most of the fireduring 8-12 April developed in a 1&km zone, which is not part of the Chernobyl
Radiation and Ecological Biosphere Reserve, but is the area whersetheanagements carried out by the
| KSNy2o0ef C2NBAaUGNE 9YREGNLINAES at AGYAOKY Il t dza OKI ¢

As of12 April 2020, the tothareaburnedby firesin the DrevlyaskiiNature Reserve reache060
ha, in the Chernobyl Radiation and Ecological Biosphere Regehles00 ha (in the Western part of the
Exclusion Zondenysovetke and Kotovsk Ranger Btricts), and the10 kmzone.¢ 8 000ha (Fig. B



