

To:
Rural Fire Community Families & Friends

From:
Angie Rodger, Liaison Officer (Field)

Re: 
Victoria Deployment  for 7th and 8th January 2007

Welcome to the 2nd newsletter of the second deployment to Victoria. 

7th Jan

Swifts Creek 

Taskforce 2 (TF2) was up as early as normal and off to their morning briefing. It ended up being a fairly quiet day for the crews in Swifts Creek. With the fire taking off intensely yesterday, conditions were still not favourable for active firefighting and burnoffs. Much of the day was spent watching the fire. The fire in this area spread over 30km in less than a day and affected local towns in the area, and closed off a section of the main road South of Swifts Creek. 

Orbost

Our crews at basecamp were up early and report that they are settled in their new camping environment, with good access to hot showers, cooked breakfasts and a laundry service on site. I met up with them before their briefing, as they laughed and joked about stretchers being a bit short and the tall guys dangling over the edge, the annoying kookaburra’s that serve as a great alarm clock (if only it wasn’t at 4.00am in the morning), and those who are such great sleepers that they fall asleep in the entrance of their tents before making it into their sleeping bags.

They are quick to tell me that their experience’s so far have been pretty good, and I’ve noticed a very positive attitude amongst team members, and a good integration and camaraderie throughout the crews.

The Incident Management Team members have settled quickly into their roles and are getting on well with the Australians (who have been very receptive to us). There are a number of organisations involved with the management of the fires at the Incident Control Point, and we’ve quickly come to terms with their involvement and roles. 

The Australians over here, whether it be people we are working with or just the locals in the shops or motels, have made really positive comments to us, and are quick to thank us for being here to help out. It’s evident we have a very good, professional image over here. 

8th Jan

Swifts Creek

The crews had an extremely busy and productive day. With the cooler temperature and lighter SW winds, conditions were ripe for burning off. The two crews in Danes sector spent their day consolidating lines, backburning and generally preventing expansion of the fireline. The other three crews were heavily involved in protection of assets and burning out at Tambo Crossing and Ensay (two small towns on the main road south of Swifts Creek). The day was particularly busy in the later afternoon and evening trying to get on top of things before the night crew came on. While it resulted in a late night, the crews managed to get their 8 hour rest.

Brian is pleased to inform that the crews are feeling very motivated, keen and eager, and much prefer the busy days to the quiet ones (even though they a lot more tired by the end of the day). Tomorrow they expect more of the same work and to be kept busy again, as there is in urgency in that area to continue on consolidating firelines before the higher temperatures arrive back over the next couple of days.

Orbost

I finally got to the fireground this afternoon, and found the trip out very worthwhile. Kevin Ihaka kindly met me at the entrance, which was just as well as it was a maze of 4WD tracks, very well maintained tracks, and thick smoke in areas – the maze is something that our crews mastered quickly. I must add I did end up going on the best day so far - as it was a nice cool day (bit like home) and even better, it meant very few flies. The cool weather (around 15-19 degrees) was like a well deserved break, and the crews certainly enjoyed the break from the heat.

It was good to catch up with the crews on the fireline and see how they were coping up in the smokey hills. The NZ team has changed sectors and is now in a more active fire area, working on consolidating firelines, undertaking preventative work, watching for spot fires and clearing control lines around trees. It was a slightly less physical day work wise, and although they said it can get a slightly tedious, the crews made the most of it. They did such a tremendous job containing the fire within their sector, that the Incident Controller specifically pointed this out at the Incident Management Team Meetings that night. 

They are pretty happy now they have their extra chilly-bins, extra lunches, and sports drinks as well as water. Although the vegetarian roles really don’t go down to well and it’s a funny site to see some even get grumpy at the site of them. 

Alan Thompson arrived in at Orbost around 6.30pm. Alan was the NZ Liaison Officer (Field) for the December NZ deployment, and will continue with this role. I am looking forward to some new challenges as I move over to the Logistics Section. We all look forward to Alan organising our rest day, and taking some more photos to send back home in the newsletters.
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Situation Information

The fire size continues to increase with around 1 million ha in total burnt.

The fire in Boulders Creek is around 1800, and at this stage is fairly well contained.

Weather

77th Jan: 27 down to 19  degrees in the early evening, humidity at 48 – 84%, SSE winds 7 gusting to 25 km/hr

8th Jan: 15 – 18 degrees, humidity 66%, SW winds gusting 6 – 25kn/hr

Temperatures are expected to rise to the late 30’s over the next couple of days, and humidity levels to decrease.

Additional Information

For further information on the fire, you can view the DSE website 

www.dse.vic.gov.au  follow the links to Fires and Other Emergencies. This will give an overview of what is occurring with all the fires in Australia.

Teams & locations:

	Kiwi TF1   

Leader: Kevin Ihaka

Crews:

· Wenita Forest Products

· Forest Protection Services

· WPI Forestry

· Waimea Rural Fire District 

· P F Olsen & Co

· NZ Forest Managers

Incident Management Team

Location: Bolder Creek fire, based at Orbost 


	Kiwi TF2 

Leader: Bryan Jensen

Crews:

· Southern RFA

· Timberlands West Coast, Keoghan Farms, Fulton Hogan, Dispatch Foundary, MG Marketing

· DOC New Plymouth, Palm nth, Mangaweka

· DOC Turangi, Taupo, Rangatiki, Rotorua Lakes area

· DOC Nelson/Marlborough, Motueka, Golden Bay, Rangiora, Waimakariri

Location: Swifts Creek




Working up in the Bendoc Sector (NW), with a lot of active fire. Jared Heape (Forest Protection Services (FPS)), James Bell (NZ Forest Mgrs), Angie Rodger (NZ Liaison), Kevin Ihaka (TF Leader) and Darvi Henry (FPS)





PF Olsen Team with Rob Clarke from FPS. Watching the fileline for spotovers and snags. , and creating control lines around assets and trees.





PF Olsen Team members creating control lines around assets and trees.








Page 5

