Drying of Liambezi Lake
The drying of Liambezi Lake is a prominent example of recurrent changes of environmental conditions in Namibia and. The lake is located in the East Caprivi Zipfel and was periodically filled with water flowing in from various directions. In 1982 the lake fell dry, probably due to the onset of the dry period affecting Namibia. The soils of the lake basin are dominated by organic layers of up to more than 1 m. Among various colonizing grass species Imperata cylindrica is a typical pyrophytic invader on freshly exposed sites. These grasslands are burning annually at large scale. Besides threatening the agricultural lands and grazing resources of the basin, fires burn deep into the organic layers and persist there during the whole dry season. Underground fire represent a threat to domestic animals and wildlife, e.g. the reported loss of more than 170 buffaloes in 1996.
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Investigating peat layers to plan fire prevention measures: The Namibia-Finland Fire Management Team at work at Liambezi Lake, Namibia.
Other grasslands in the Zambezi floodplains and on former forested sites are subject to annual fires. Local communities are often depleted of valuable grazing resources at critical times during the dry season. Mass slaughtering of livestock often is the consequence of large-scale wildfire damage in grasslands. These fires may be considered as a natural phenomenon but are incompatible with the demands of land for rapidly growing human and livestock populations.
Source: Development of a National Fire Policy and Guidelines on Fire Management in Namibia, by Johann G. Goldammer, GFMC, in the frame of Namibia-Finland Forestry Programme, Directorate of Forestry, Ministry of Environment and Tourism, Windhoek, Namibia, 21 February 1998, Revised: 18 October 1998. Available from the GFMC on request.
