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Background

Climate change will most likely 
increase the length of the fire season, 
as  well as  the extension of areas at 
risk. Extreme conditions  are likely to 
increase in many areas  and 
consequently the probability of large 
f i r e s . C l i m a t e c h a n g e w i l l 
consequently have an impact on 
growth conditions and evolution of 
European forests. Furthermore, the 
intense urbanisation of our societies, 
the abandonment of rural areas, rural 
activities and forest management, 
along with the rapid expansion of 
wildland/urban interface are the 
driving factors  in the increasing risk of 
forest fires in Europe.

Therefore, forest fires  will remain the 
most serious  threat in Southern 
Europe, but will also continue to play 
an important role in Central and 
Eastern countries.

It has  been widely recognised that a 
wise fire prevention approach is  far  
more preferable and cost effective 
way to manage  forest fires  in 
comparison to forest fire fighting and 
suppression. In fact, even regions 
with well prepared fire brigades, 
supplied with sophisticated ground 

and aer ia l equipment and a 
substantial number of fire fighters 
have been unable to inhibit disastrous 
large-scale forest fires  in recent years. 
Those fires  have caused severe 
ecological damages, tremendous 
impacts  on livelihoods, infrastructure, 
tourism and even a dramatic toll on 
human lives.

Despite recent advancements in 
different areas  (EFFIS at EU level, 
FAO Fire Management Voluntary 
guidelines: Principles and strategic 
actions, Forest Fires  and the Law 
review FAO, 2009), for various 
reasons, prevention still constitutes  a 
small fraction of budgets, a small 
share of public attention and rarely 
concerns  the news. Financial support 
is  weak and fragmented, legal 
frameworks  are not harmonic and 
there is lack of effective instruments, 
along with the incapability of best 
practices  transfer among the different 
regions.

However, there is  a considerable 
room for improvements  and 
innovations in comprehensive fire 
prevention programs and activities. 
The scope of this  workshop is  to 
identify those areas.

Objectives

•To review the current national 
preventing systems in European 
Countries

•To identify innovative strategies, 
best available practices  and 
possible policy instruments for 
Forest Fire prevention in Europe

•To develop policy conclusions and 
recommendations  in relation to the 
forest fire prevention in Europe

Who should attend

Policy and decision makers  at 
regional, national and international 
l e v e l , f o r e s t s t a k e h o l d e r 
r e p re s e n t a t i v e s , f o re s t f i r e 
re s e a rc h e r s - e x p e r t s , f o re s t 
governance and communication 
experts.

More info
www.mcpfe.org  

fireprevention@usse.es

T h e m e e t i n g o f t h e E u ro p e a n 
Commission’s  Expert Group on Forest 
Fires will take place after the workshop. 

All the participants will be invited to 
contribute to the outcome of Workshop 
by filling a questionnaire that will be 
released at a later stage.

Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Energy and Climate Change
Republic of Cyprus, Department of Forests

Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (FOREST EUROPE)

UNECE/FAO

Union of South European Foresters (USSE)

Silva Mediterranea Committee

ToS on Forest Fires UNECE/FAO
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Draft agenda
as of 04 February 2010

4 May, 2010

10:00 - 10:15  Welcome by the Government of Greece
   
10:15 – 10:30 Introduction of the objectives and road map of the Workshop

 
 Session 1 A review of current situation. Identifying major gaps 

10:30 – 11:00 Forest Fire Prevention Developments at the International Level 

11:00 – 11:30  Coffee break 

11:30 – 12:00 Review of National Prevention systems in European Countries

12:00 —13:00 Discussion on identified gaps

13:00 – 15:00 Lunch

 
 Session 2. Building from past experience

15:00 - 15:30 Debriefing on causes form past major big fires

15:30 - 17:00 Best examples of bottom up fire prevention in Europe 

17:00–18:15 Plenary Discussion on Lessons to be learnt

Reception hosted by Government of Greece. 



5 May, 2010 

 Session 3 Innovative Strategies and Policy Instruments

09:00 – 11:00 Short Presentations on Innovative Strategies

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break

11:30 – 13:00 Discussion on Innovative Strategies and Possible new Policy Instruments
 
13:00 - 14:00 Lunch

14:00 - 18:00 Field trip

18:00- 22:00 Dinner in Lindos

22:00 Depart for Rhodes
 

 
6 Μay, 2010

 Session 4 Conclusions and Recommendations

09:00 – 11:00 Discussion on Innovative Strategies and Possible new Policy Instruments 
(continued)

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break

11:30 – 13:00 Conclusions and Recommendations

13:00 – 15:00 Lunch 

15:00 - 18:00 Meeting of the EC Expert Group on Forest Fires 

7 Μay, 2010

09:00 – 11:00 Meeting of the EC Expert Group on Forest Fires

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break

11:30 – 13:00 Meeting of the EC Expert Group on Forest Fires


