Dear all,

As the recent circulation from GFMC to Afrifirenetters clearly spelled out, Africa did not escape Global warming effects, and many countries are in the grip of serious drought, which could have disastrous consequences for the continent. I some countries serious wildfires already occurred in the middle of the (wet) summer season, which is unheard of. Other countries experienced relief after serious droughts, and in the Western Cape of South Africa, it appears that good rains can be expected during this winter season, to divert a water crisis in that part of the world.

As a result of all the wildfires occurring in South Africa, I have had an extremely busy year so far as a wildfire investigation consultant, to the extent that I had to reconsider my role as regional co-ordinator of Afrifirenet. To top it all, I had to provide some crisis management in some regions in the form of prescribed burning inside savanna, montane grassland, fynbos and industrial plantations in Southern Africa, to the point were I in fact had to apply some crisis management within my own programme as well. Subsequently I had to advise Johann Goldammer – the overall commander of all global fire networks – to relieve me from this position. To top it all, we experienced some serious technical problems with our local service providers, and members have probably noticed that the last few communications were channelled through GFMC headquarters as a result of this.

From a humble beginning the network has grown to a substantial organization, which covers the whole of Africa, and is playing a very important role in updating all on what is going on in the world of fire. I am happy to have been co-ordinating this network for four years, and will remain a member of the net, that is for sure. For the time being the network will remain with our Chairman, Johann, with GFMC in Freiburg, particularly in the light of the technical difficulties we are experiencing at present, but I am sure these can be overcome in the near future.

Johann will be supported by Alex Held who will leave the GFMC by end of June but will stay absolutely connected and actively working with Afrifirenet. Alex keeps on working in Southern Africa in different projects and will act as interim co-ordinator for the time being.

He is supported by Daniel Kraus who is following in his steps as a GFMC staff officer. Alex and Daniel will continue to communicate with you using this mail address:

alex.held@webmail.co.za  (Alex directly)

or 

info@gfmc.org  (Daniel and Johann, at GFMC) 

So, if a member feels that he/she is capable to take over the co-chairmanship, please contact Johann and discuss this matter. Preferably this person should be a native from this continent, because who else will understand our fire-related problems?

I would like to see my position within Afrifirenet as still being active, and I am open for consultation with members any time. I am also keeping my international relationships with the rest of the fire worldwide open, and for those that think that I am now considering retirement, think again. However, I might consider scaling down my activities after 10 – 15 years, if I keep good health. As an example, I will be presenting two papers at the coming MEDPINE3 Conference in Bari, Italy, in September this year, one of these papers being fire-related. The ICFFR in Portugal during 2006 will also probably see me again in Coimbra next year. I just cannot get away from all this fun and excitement!

As a last thought, Johann and GFMC are more than capable to take Afrifirenet further, and I am confident that this network will reach new heights soon. I will now watch all of this from the sideline with satisfaction.

Thanks to all the friendships I experienced over the years from so many of you, and remember I am still on the net to consult with if you feel like it

Kind regards,

Neels de Ronde

Sedgefield

South Africa

