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LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN FORESTRY COMMISSION

TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, 26-30 June 2006

Information Note for Participants

Place and dates

1. At the kind invitation of the Government of the Dominican Republic, the 24th Session of the Latin American and Caribbean Forestry Commission (LACFC) will be held in the city of Santo Domingo, from 26 to 30 June 2006, at the Coral Hamaca & Casino By Hilton Hotel, in Boca Chica in  the South east of the country.  The hotel is approximately five minutes from the International Airport and 25 minutes by car from the historic city of Santo Domingo. The hotel contact person is Ms. Mildred Henríquez, Tel: (809) 523-4611, ext. 6026, 772, Fax: (809) 523-5035, email: banquet.hamaca@coralhotels.com, Internet address: www.coralbyhilton.com 
2. Participants should arrive at the Las Américas International Airport, located 20 minutes from the city of Santo Domingo.  Participants wishing to be met at the airport should send their flight number, date and time of arrival, in advance, to the organizers, who will arrange for their transfer to the hotel.
3. The Opening Session will take place at 09:00 hours on Monday, 26 June.

Communications

4. All correspondence related to the Session should be addressed to the Commission, as follows:


Mr. Carlos Marx Carneiro

Secretary of the Commission

Senior Forestry Officer
Tel: (56-2) 337-2214

FAO Regional Office for Latin America 
Fax: (56-2) 337-2101

and the Caribbean
E.mail: Carlos.Carneiro@fao.org 
Santiago, Chile






5. Correspondence related to hotel reservations and airport reception should be addressed to:


Mrs. Teresa Disla 

Forestry Information Centre

Subsecretaría de Recursos Forestales

Secretaría de Estado de Medio Ambiente y 
Tel: (1-809) 688-0902
Recursos Naturales
Fax: (1-809) 533-9039

Santo Domingo, D.N., Dominican Republic
E.mail: recursosforestales_repdom@yahoo.com 
Pre-session workshops

6. The Secretariat encourages participants to also attend two Pre-sessions Workshops which will take place on Sunday, 25 June at the same Hotel as the meeting. The first Workshop will be on “Regional and Subregional strategies of cooperation for the prevention, control and combat of wildland fires”, from 09:00 to 12:00 hours, and the second on “Regional cooperation to promote sustainable forest management (SFM) (national forest programmes: implementation of IPF/IFF proposals for action; the Puembo process; financial mechanisms for SFM”, from 09:00 to 17:00 hours.

Registration

7. Registration of participants will take place on Sunday, 25 June, from 17:30 to 19:00 hours, and on Monday, 26 June, from 08:30 to 09:00 hours, at the Coral Hamaca & Casino By Hilton Hotel.  Participants are kindly requested to return the attached Enrolment Form before 24 May, 2006.

Lodging

8. Rooms have been reserved at the Coral Hamaca & Casino By Hilton Hotel (the same venue as LACFC 24).  The rate for participants in a single room is US$ 110.00, and US$ 85.00 per person, sharing a double room. Both rates include taxes, all meals and beverages, as well as entertainment and sport activities. 
Languages and documentation

9. The working languages of the Commission meeting will be Spanish, English and also French if a French-speaking Member Nation participates. Simultaneous interpretation and documents will be provided in these languages accordingly.  Documents will be distributed to Member States before the session and participants are kindly requested to bring them to the meeting, as there will only be a limited number of copies available.  
Documents will also be available at the Web site of the FAO Regional Office: http://www.rlc.fao.org/organos/coflac/2006/defaulte.htm 

Entry Formalities 

10. Participants attending the event should contact the Embassy or Consulate of the Dominican Republic regarding entry formalities.  For additional information, participants are invited to consult the Internet site of the  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which makes reference to General Guidelines on Visas for non-residents: http://www.serex.gov.do/default.aspx   

Foreign exchange

11. The local currency is the Dominican Peso.  Payment of hotel, meals and taxis can be made in local currency, although payments in US dollars are also accepted.  Visa and Mastercard are accepted in tourist locations, shops and at the Coral Hamaca & Casino By Hilton Hotel. At the time of preparing this Information Note, the exchange rate was US$ 1 = DP 34.64  Further information can be obtained from the following Internet site: http://www.xe.net/ucc/ 

Excursion

12. On Thursday, 29 June there will be a field visit.  It is recommended that participants wear strong fabric trousers, tennis or boots, and a hat to provide protection from the sun.
General information about the country

13. The second largest nation in the Caribbean, the Dominican Republic occupies two thirds of the side east of the island of Hispaniola in the Greater Antilles. Located in the heart of the region, between North and South America, and approximately 1,000 kilometers from southern Florida, the country is surrounded to the south by the Caribbean Sea and by the Atlantic Ocean in the North. Jamaica is located to the west and Puerto Rico lies to the east through the Canal de la Mona. With a land mass of 48,442 square kilometers, its territory is larger than that of the Bahamas, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, and all the Virgin Islands and the French Antilles together.  Further information can be obtained from the following Internet site: http://www.serex.gov.do/default.aspx
14. Santo Domingo de Guzmán: The Capital of the Dominican Republic and the oldest city in the New World.  With more than 500 years of history, it is today a modern metropolis that conserves a rich past and combines the old buildings of its colonial zone with modern facilities that place it at the vanguard of the 21st Century.  Santo Domingo covers an area of 230 square kilometers and has almost one million inhabitants.  This cosmopolitan city dazzles with excellent gastronomy, vibrant night life and attractive items to purchase, all within the framework of a historical patrimony unique in the Americas.  Declared by UNESCO as a World Cultural Heritage site, this is a city of primacies, with the first cathedral of the New World, the first fort, monastery, hospital, university, street and palace.   
Climate
15. Throughout the year, the average temperature in Santo Domingo is 25° C (77° F).  It has a humid subtropical climate, temperate in height. Marine breezes and the trade winds of the northeast temper the heat, and it is therefore suggested that participants bring light clothes.  Further information can be obtained from the following Internet site:  http://espanol.weather.com/  
Electricity

16. Electric power in the Dominican Republic is 110 V and flat plugs.

LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN FORESTRY COMMISSION

24th SESSION

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

26 – 30 June, 2006

ENROLMENT FORM

Please complete this form, either typed or in block letters, and send it by E.mail to the LACFC Secretariat: Nancy.Ayub@fao.org or by Fax: (56-2) 337-2136 before 24 May, 2006

Name:

               

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Surname:
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
            

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
    

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Country:

     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Institution:
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Job title:
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Address:
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Prone:

(     

 FORMTEXT 
 )    

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Fax:
(    

 FORMTEXT 
  )    

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
       

E.mail:

     

 FORMTEXT 
      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
      

Please make the following reservations at Coral Hamaca & Casino By Hilton Hotel from _____ to  ________.


Single room:

 FORMCHECKBOX 


Double room:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    Name of accompanying person______________________

Arrival at: 

…………… International Airport   FORMCHECKBOX 
 

day ______ June, time______ flight ______________, N° _______

Departure from:

…………… International Airport   FORMCHECKBOX 
 

day ______ June, time______ flight ______________, N° _______

Enquiries may also be addressed to:  

1. Mrs. Teresa Disla

Centro de Información Forestal

Subsecretaría de Recursos Forestales

Secretaría de Estado de Medio Ambiente y 
Tel: (1-809) 688-0902

Recursos Naturales
Fax: (1-809) 533-9039

Santo Domingo, D.N., Dominican Republic
E.mail: recursosforestales_repdom@yahoo.com 
2.
Mrs. Nancy Ayub

Secretary Forestry Group
Tel: (56-2) 337-2215


FAO Regional Office for Latin America 
Fax: (56-2) 337-2136

and the Caribbean
E.mail: Nancy.Ayub@fao.org  

Casilla 100095

Santiago, Chile
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