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PRE-COMMISSION WORKSHOP

Regional and Subregional Cooperation Strategies for the Prevention, Control and Combat of Wildland Fires

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic – June, Sunday 25th, 2006 (08:50 to 12:00 hs)

1. Backgrounds

The development of a Regional Cooperation Strategy and the establishment of subregional wildland fire networks have been the objectives of the Project TCP/RLA/3010 of the FAO members countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. The Project was executed with the goals of strengthening the capacity of the countries to prevent, control and combat wildland fires and to generate a framework for the development of bilateral and multilateral agreements.   

The process of formulation of a Regional Cooperation Strategy of Fire Management for Latin America and the Caribbean and subregional strategies for Central America, Caribbean and South America, started in San José, Costa Rica in October 2004, where meetings of the Forest Fires Networks were carried out and a Pan American Conference on Wildland Fires was organized  in the framework of the Latin America and Caribbean Forestry Commission-LACFC, the  North America Forest Commission- NAFC in close cooperation with the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC). The Conference highlighted the need to develop a coordinated Pan-American and international approach in Fire Management, to allow a sustainable strategic based regional cooperation.   

In addition, the Ministerial Meeting on Forests, held  on 14 March 2005 in Rome and the 17th Session of the Committee on Forests (COFO), held on 14-19 March, Rome,  recommended that FAO with the collaboration of the member countries and other international associates, develop a strategy to increase international cooperation on wildland fires and other natural areas to promote know-how, increase access to information and resources and explore new proposals for cooperation at all levels.

On the other hand, during 2005, three subregional  Workshops were organized by the TCP whose general objectives have been to support the capacity of the countries to develop their respective cooperation strategies in Central America, Caribbean and South America and to strengthen the networks performance. The results of the Workshops and their later consultation and validation processes, have been:  

Central America: The workshop was organized in Panama (May 2005). Based on the results of the workshop and on the resulting  agreements and with active support  from  the Central American Environmental and Development Commission (CCAD), the “Fire Management Cooperation Strategy for Central American, 2005-2015” and the conformation of the Fire Management Working Group  for Central America were validated within the framework of the CCAD.  

Caribbean: The workshop was organized in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic (May/June 2005). Based on  the results of the workshop and resulting  agreements, a “Fire Management Cooperation Strategy for the Caribbean, 2006-2011” and the creation of the Fire Management Working Group for the Caribbean, were elaborated and validated. The Strategy will be presented for adoption to be implemented within the framework of the LACFC, Subregional Group for the Caribbean (24° Meeting LACFC).   

South America: The workshop was organized in Curitiba, Brazil (June 2005). Based on the results of the workshop and agreements made, the "Fire Management Cooperation Strategy for South America, 2006-2010", and the strengthening of the Fire Management Working Group for South America were elaborated and validated. The Strategy will be presented for adoption to be implemented in the framework of  LACFC, Subregional Groups of the Amazonia and South Cone (24° Meeting LACFC).   

Based on the three subregional strategies, their cross-sectoral issues and correspondent agreements, a Regional  Strategy for the Cooperation on Wildland Fire Management for Latin America and the Caribbean was elaborated and  analyzed in a Regional Meeting held in Santiago, Chile (November 2005), with the active participation of the three subregional network coordinators, the  FAO Forest Department, the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC); the FAO Subregional Office for the Caribbean (FAO SLAC); The United States Forest Service Office of Puerto Rico; the FODEPAL Project and the Forest Group of the FAO Regional Office ..  

The final document of the Regional Strategy was agreed upon and prepared in December 2005. It includes: i) the definition of "Fire Management" validated by the parts; ii) the International Wildland Fire Management Agreements Template, adopted by the International Wildland Fire Summit - 2003; iii) the governance and coordination arrangements, integrating the Fire Management Subregional Working Groups and linking them with the Executive Committee of the LACFC; iv) the Duties / Responsibilities of the Fire Management Working Group for the Central America, Caribbean and South America, who would act within the political-institutional framework of the LACFC to the effects of the development and pursuit the Regional Cooperation Strategy for Latin America and the Caribbean, by the roll of assembly of the forest heads of the States Members and Associated Members of FAO in the Region (the formal entailment of the Fire Management Central American Working Group of the CCAD in the Regional Cooperation Strategy is recommended through an Understanding Memorandum between the Executive Secretary of the CCAD and the Executive Committee of the LACFC).  

2. Objective  

To present and to validate the Regional Cooperation Strategy on Wildland Fires Management for Latin America and the Caribbean and the subregional strategies for Central America, Caribbean and SouthAmerica, recommending their adoption by the 24° Meeting of the  Latin America and the Caribbean Forestry Commission (LACFC).  

3. Participants to the Workshop

Participants of the FAO Regional Office and Forestry Department, Coordinators of each one of the Working Groups for Central America, Caribbean and South America; representatives of the Central American Environmental and Development Commission (CCAD); representatives of the LACFC Executive Committee; representative of the Global Fire Monitoring Center (Global Wildland Fire Network Secretary); organizations that have participated in the process of elaboration of the strategies (USDA/USAID; "The Nature Conservancy"; "U.S. Forest Service"); Delegates of the countries and organizations that will participate in the 24ª Meeting of the LACFC and who are interested in attending the workshop.  

4. Tentative Agenda of the Workshop

	Sunday, June 25, 2006

	8:50 to 9:05
	Welcome speech and opening of the event
	Carlos Marx Carneiro/FAO

	9:05 to 9:35
	Regional Cooperation Strategy on Fire Management for Latin America and the Caribbean
	Jessica Casaza/FAO

	9:35 to 10:00
	Strategy for Central America 
	Coordinator: Ms Bonilla

	10:00 to 10:25
	Strategy for the Caribbean
	Coordinator:

Mr Rodríguez

	10:25 to 10:50
	Strategy for South America                                                                                                                       
	Coordinator: Mr Figueiredo

	10:50 to 11:05
	Coffee
	

	11:05 to 11:45
	General Comments – Conclusions and Recommendations to the Commission
	Plenary

	11:45 to 12:00
	Closure of the Workshop
	José Antonio Prado- FOR/FAO Director
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