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Firefighting methods to be overhauled
Costis P. Papadiochos
30.08.2021

After the traumatic experience of this year’s destructive blazes, Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis is reportedly intent on “changing everything” regarding the structures, methods,
means and personnel when it comes to fighting forest fires.

Mitsotakis has insisted that preventive measures were taken ahead of the fire season this
summer, but acknowledged that they proved insufficient, given that Greece is already
experiencing the impact of the climate crisis and the tools at the disposal of the state apparatus
are woefully inadequate.

To the end of upgrading capabilities, the government has already decided to implement a
series of measures. These include the creation of a special corps of 500 specially trained
firefighters that will operate in forest areas and deal with fires before they reach infrastructure
networks. The plan foresees the creation of this force by January.

Moreover, responsibilities will be decentralized with forestry services placed under the
centralized control of the relevant department of the Environment Ministry. Authorities will
also introduce the method of a back fire. This entails a fire that is deliberately initiated in front
of an active front in order to control it. Australia will be asked to provide know-how.

Other initiatives include the creation of regional civil protection centers, which will have a
better picture of the specifics of each area, as well as the expansion of the fire-fighting fleet
with more aerial means.

What’s more, firefighters will receive training in new forest surveillance and fire detection
systems and technologies, mainly through drones, while the demarcation of anti-fire zones
will be more efficient.

Changes are also expected to the leadership of the Fire Brigade, which are expected to be
announced by early September.

Source: https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/1167011/firefighting-methods-to-be-overhauled/
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O Kvp. Mntootdkng xet amopacicet va dnpiovpyndei copo 500 £181Kd eKmadevpéveov
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ATOQUGIGUEVOC VO «TO OAAAEEL OAO» GE dOUEG, HEBOBAOLG, LEGH KO TPOCMTTO GTOV TOUEN TNG
dacomvupocPeong eépetar o Tpwbumovpyods Kupidkog MnNTeotdkng, LeTd TV TPOLUOTIKN
eumepio TOV PETIVAOV TUPKAYLDV, OTOL AToPeLYOINKE LeV 1] ATtOAEWD avOpOTIVEOY (OdV, OALY
1N PLOIKN KATAGTPOPT| VINPEE HEYEAN.

O k. Mntootdkng emonpaivel TV TPOETOOGio OV £Yve EVOYEL TNG OVTUTVPIKNG TEPLOOV,
oAAG avayvopilel TOG €K TOV TPOYUATOV 0LTH arodeiyOnKe averapKkng Kot pe 0edoUEVO OTL 1
XOPO £xEL EIGELOEL GTOV AGTEPIGUO TNG KAUATIKNG Kpiong, avtilapupdvetar 0Tt ta «epyaleion
7oL ypnopomomOnkay puExpt eétog dev emapkovv. EEGALOV, Exel TANpN €1kOVA TG AVIOTG,
0€ MOALEG TEPIMTAOGELS, LhyMG oL d0ONKe ot Bapourndunn, otnv HAgla kon kupiwg otnv
EvBota, aAld kol Tov empépoug actoyldv Tov vanp&av: OA0 To SAoTNUH TG TOPIVIG
Aaihamog o TpwBumovpydg Elye KOO UEPIVI TAPOVGIO GTO GLVTOVIGTIKO KEVIPO TNG
[MvpocPectikne. MaAiota, vmpEay Kot NUEPES TOV, TOPATL OEV AVAKOIVOONKE, TO
emokéPONKe £0¢ kot téacepig popéc. Evd ouveyng ntoav —ce Papdiec— 1 mapapovy 6€ avtod
tov Nopyov l'epanetpitn, Akn Zképtoov Ko ®odwpr| Aaviov.

Me Bdon Aoumdv TV TPAVUATIKY] EUTEIPIR TOV PETIVOD AVYODGTOV, £X0VV ATOPAUCIOTEL OKTM
OLYKEKPIULEVO PrpaTa:

1. Anovpyia copatog 500 1d1kd ekmadevpévav TVpocPestdv, Tov Ba propodv va
EMYEPOVV PECH GTO SAGOG KOt VO, AVTILETORILOVY TNV TupKayld Tptv eOAGEL 6TO 001KO
diktvo. H mpoxnpuén yua 11 oxeTikég TposAnyelg Ba yivel To pOvOTmpo, dote amd Tov
Iavovdpro va avardfovv vimpecia, apyikd 6tovg KaBapiopovs Sacmv.

2. Tepuatiopdg ToL KATOUKEPLATICUOD OPUOSIOTHTMOV, LE TIC OUGIKES VITNPEGIES VO TEPVOVV
oto vrovpyeio Iepfaiiovtog —vmd ™ Fevikn AtebBvvon Aacdv— kot va eedyovy amd Tig
OTOKEVIPOUEVES OLOIKNGELS TOL OVOPEPOVTAYV 6TO VITovpyeio Ecwtepikmv.
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3. Ewoaymyn g nebddov e eheyyopevng Kahong —«ovTimop»— HECH TNG 0Toiog
oprofeteiton pa mopkayld pe otid mov Balovv ot idtot ot TupocPéoteg. H eAAnvikn
[TupocPeotikn dev drabétel TN oyeTIKN TEYVOYVLTia kot Ba {ntnbel n apwyn g Avotpaiiog.

4. Anpovpyia TEPIPEPELNKDOV KEVIP®VY TOMTIKNG TPOGTAGING, TOV Bal £0VV KAAVTEPT EIKOVAL
Yol TIG 1O10UTEPOTNTES TNG KAOE TEPLOYNC.

5. Arevpuvon tov otoéAov g [TupocPectikng pe evaépla péso TpdTG TPOSPOANG
(TpdikTopEC) OV UTOPOHV VAL TAPEUPOLV TPV N POTIE TAPEL AVEEELEYKTES OLOCTAGELS.

6. Exnaidoevon oteleydv g [TupoosPeostikng otn ypnomn cOYYPOoVEOV HEGCHY ETTHPNONG TOV
oMV KO AUECOV EVIOTIGLOV TUPKOYI®V, Kupimg uéow drones.

7. «TolMumpdtepn» xEposn avTimupk®dv {OVOV GE O1ILOVG TOV «GLVOPELOVYY LIE OAGT).

8. AMayéc oty nyeoia g [TupoosPectikng, mov Ba pémet va avopévovtot Tpv omd
uetdfoon tov tpwbvmovpyod ot AE®, otic 11 Xentepufpiov.

Eévn fondcro

Ot aArayég BepovvTor 000UEVES, KAOMG KATA TIG NUEPES TNG LAYNG LE TIC POTIEG O K.
Mn160TAKNG JOMIGTOOE TMG VANPEE L0 ETYLOVT TAPOLGIOG 6TO eSO Kot O)L 6TO
Yvvtoviotiko g [TupocPeotikng, pe amotéheso va unv aokeitot o emtelkdg pOAOG TOL
amoutoVHGAV TO TOAAATAG LETMTOL.

Téhog, Ommg avapepel 0 K. Mntootdkng, dev Ba S16TAGEL VoL TPOCKAAEGEL TO EMOUEVO
KaAokaipt Suvdpelg EEvmv mupocPecT®V e EUTEPio TPOKELLEVOL VO GLUPAAOVY GTO £pYO
g dacomvpocPeonc. Ewdum pveia kdvet, dg, otoug mupooPéateg amd ) Povpavia wov, dmmg
AéyeTon, EVILTOGIOCAY e TOV TPOTO LLE TOV OTOT0 EMLYEPOVCAV HUEGH G dSVGPATEG dUCIKES
EKTAOELS, OAAG Ko pe Tov eEomMapd Tov £pepay Kot TePlEAGUPave LExpt kol aAvcompiova.
E&dALov, n gpumhokn Tov K. Mntcotdkn 6to pHETOTO TS dStacpdAiong dteBvoig apwyng oty
OVTILETOMICT TOV TUPKAYIDV NTOV ELPAVTG Kol PETOC, OPOV EMIKOIVAOVIGE TPOCOTIKA LLE TOV
P®doo opdroyd tov Mot Micovotv yo o tupocPestikd Beriev — 200.

[Tavtwg, To peydio otoiynpa yio tov Tpwbumovpyd kot v KufEpvnon eivar 6ty Tapovea
(AGCT 1| 0IKOJIOUNGN TOL TELYOLG AVOGiaG EVOVTL TOL KOPOVOTIOV, Y10 TV OTTOi0l AatTEITaL O
euPoiacuog evog EKOTOUHVPION TOMTOV aKOuN, Kot, Topdiinia,  Bwpdkion tov EXY,
®ote vo un dwatapoayBel n opaAn Agttovpyia TOL £EALTIOG TOV «OPYNTAOV» GTOV YDPO TMV
VOGOKOUEI®V.

210 PETOMO TG aENONC TV EULPOAACU®Y 1 KLBEPYNOT TO ATEVYETAL LEV, OALA EGV
Kataotel amapaitnto Oo Kataevyel 6To OTAO TG ENEKTOCNG TNG VITOYPEMTIKOTNTAG. HOn 610
Tpanéll fpioKeTal 1 ETEKTACT) TOV VTOYPEDTIKAOV ELPOAACUDV GTOVG EVETOLOLG —Evomieg
Avvapels kar Zopoto Aceareioc— KabdOg eniong otovg epyalolévoug GTIG VINPECIES
«IPATNG YPAUUNG» TOL ANHOGI0V, GTOVG EKTALOEVLTIKOVS KOl TOVG EPYULOUEVOVG GTNV
eotiaor. Opwg, katd TAnpogopiec, e€etdleton Kot 1 voype®TIKOTNTA Le Bdon nAkiokd
KPLTNPLaL, Yol OGOVE LETEXOVY GTNV TOPAY®YIKT dtadikacio: Ba propovoe va {nnbet, Yo
TOPASEY LA, 1| EMIOEIEN TOTOTOMTIKOV EUPOAAGHOV G OGOVG Etvat dve TV 55 1 TV 50
eTMV, KoOOG givar o1 acbevelg TV pLeyaADTEPOV NMKLOV TOL Kot Aoty eTiPapvivovy 10
EXY.



e oyéon pe Tovg epyalopéVoug TOV apvouVTOL Vo ELPOAIACTOVY, dlaunvOETAL TMG B TeboHV
O€ OVOOTOAN «YMPIG EKMTAOCELG», EVA VIAPYEL GYEO10 TECTAP®Y GNUEIDV Y10 TV OUAAN
Aertovpyio T@V povadwv vyeiag. Me 0edopévo OTL Le TOVG Y TpovS 0V veioTUTOL TPOPAN L,
01 VOOTAEVLTEG OV apvovvTaL Vo EUPoAtacTovV Ba avTikataostafovy pe dtadikacieg fast track
HEc® TpooAyemVv Tpiunvng kot e&aunvng stapketog. [Ipokeyévov va TpoceAkioel
EVOLPEPOLEVOLG, TO VTTOLPYELD Yyeiag Oa mpoopEpel PTdVOLG LoPLoddTNONG EVOYEL
peALOVTIKOV dtayovicumv. Eriong, Oa vrdpéet avadidtaln dvvauemv péca ota idto ta
vocokopeia. o v avTikatdoTaon S1oKNTIKGOV VITOAANA®Y B avTAnBovv oteléym and v
ayopd, EVO Yo KAALYN o€ ToUElC Ommg 1 kabaplotnta 1 n oition Oa yivel 6tpoen oe

OO TIKEG eTOPELEC.

Source: https://www.kathimerini.gr/politics/government/561478120/0-mitsotakis-ta-allazei-ola-
ston-tomea-tis-pyrosvesis/

English Translation

Mitsotakis changes everything in the field of firefighting

Planning for new structures, methods, flying means and persons after fires

Determined to "change everything" in structures, methods, means and persons in the field of
forest firefighting, prime minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis is said to be determined to "change
everything" in structures, methods, means and persons in the field of forest firefighting, after the
traumatic experience of this year's fires, where the loss of human lives was avoided, but the
natural disaster was great.

Mr. Mitsotakis points out the preparation made in view of the fire season, but recognizes that de
facto it proved insufficient and given that the country has entered the constellation of the climate
crisis, he realizes that the "tools™ used until this year are not enough.

Moreover, it has a complete picture of the unequal, in many cases, battle that was fought in
Varibobi, Ilia and mainly in Evia, but also of the individual failures that existed: throughout the
period of the fiery whirlwind, the Prime Minister had a daily presence in the coordination center
of the Fire Brigade. In fact, there have been days when, although it was not announced, he visited
it up to four times. While continuous was - in shifts - the stay in it of George Gerapetritis, Akis
Skertsos and Thodoris Livanios.
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Based on the traumatic experience of this August this year, eight specific steps have been
decided:

1. Creation of a body of 500 specially trained firefighters, who will be able to operate in the
forest and deal with the fire before it reaches the road network. The announcement for the
relevant recruitments will be made in the autumn, so that from January they will take up service,
initially in the cleaning of forests.

2. An end to the fragmentation of responsibilities, with the forest services passing to the Ministry
of Environment — under the General Directorate of Forests — and leaving the devolved
administrations that referred to the Ministry of Interior.

3. Introduction of the method of controlled combustion — "firefighting” — through which a fire is
demarcated with a fire set by the firefighters themselves. The Greek Fire Brigade does not have
the relevant know-how and Australia's assistance will be requested.

5. Expansion of the Fire Brigade's fleet with aerial means of first attack (tractor units) that can
intervene before the fire becomes uncontrollable.

6. Training of Fire Brigade personnel in the use of modern means of forest surveillance and
immediate detection of fires, mainly through drones.

Foreign aid

The changes are taken for granted, as during the days of the battle with the fires, Mr. Mitsotakis
found that there was an insistence on presence in the field and not in the Coordination of the Fire
Brigade, so that the executive role required by the multiple fronts was not exercised.

Finally, as Mr. Mitsotakis mentions, he will not hesitate to invite next summer forces of foreign
firefighters with experience in order to contribute to the work of forest firefighting.

Special mention is made to the firefighters from Romania who, as it is said, impressed with the
way they operated in inaccessible forest areas, but also with the equipment they brought and
even included chainsaws. Moreover, the involvement of Mr. Mitsotakis on the front of ensuring
international assistance in dealing with the fires was evident again this year, after he personally
contacted his Russian counterpart Mikhail Misoustin about the Beriev -200 fire brigades.

However, the big challenge for the Prime Minister and the government is currently the
construction of the wall of immunity against the coronavirus, which requires the vaccination of
one million more citizens, and, at the same time, the shielding of the NHS, so as not to disturb its
smooth operation due to the "deniers™ in the hospital area.

On the front of increasing vaccinations, the government is hoping for it, but if necessary it will
resort to the weapon of extending compulsoryness. Already on the table is the extension of
mandatory vaccinations to the uniformed — Armed Forces and Security Forces — as well as to the
workers in the "frontline™ services of the State, to teachers and workers in catering.

However, according to information, compulsoryness is also being considered on the basis of age
criteria, for those involved in the production process: for example, those over 55 or 50 years of
age could be required to produce a vaccination certificate, as it is the patients of older ages who
are basically a burden on the NHS.



In relation to employees who refuse to be vaccinated, it is signalled that they will be suspended
"without discounts”, while there is a four-point plan for the smooth operation of health units.
Given that with doctors there is no problem, nurses who refuse to be vaccinated will be replaced
with fast track procedures through recruitments of three months and six months duration. In
order to attract interested parties, the ministry of health will offer a point bonus in view of future
competitions. There will also be a redeployment of forces within the hospitals themselves. To
replace managers, executives will be drawn from the market, while for coverage in areas such as
cleaning or catering, there will be a shift to private companies.



