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I'oyav I'koivrapep oty «K»: IIo onuavtikng ¢ KOTaoToAS N
TPOANYN TOV TVPKAYLAOV

TAZOZ TEANOTAOY

Kpioweg mapdpetpot, 0nmg 1 dtoyeipion tov 0Gcovg, To LETPA TPOANYNG, 1 AOKATAGTACT] TOV KOUEVMDY
TEPLOYADV, 1] YED®PYIO KOL 1] KTVOTPOQia, dgv TpoPAénovtol 6To 6xEd10 vOpov», Aéel 0 kKabnyntig I'idyav
TcodAvtapep, eMKEQOUANG TG AVEEAPTNTNG EMLTPOTNG TOV GLYKPOTHONKE HETA TV Tpaymdio oTo Mdrtt.

«Eyxm v evtdnwon 01t 6ideTon Epeaom povov oty avadiopydvoon tg [oAttikng
[Ipoctaciog pe oxeddv AMOKAEIGTIKY| E0TIOGT OTNV KATAGTOAN, Tovilel otV «K» 0
kaBnyntg I'oyav I'céopyk I'kOAvTapep, emkepaing tov Atebvovug [Hapatnpnmpiov yua t1g
nmopkayég oto [avemomuo tov Ppdpmovpyk Kot TS oveEapTnTng EMTPOTNS TOV KANOMKE
HETA TNV Tpay®diot 610 MATt amd v 10T KLPEPVNOT VAL OVOADGEL TO. 0UTIOL TOV dOGIKMV
TLPKAYIOV KoL VO TPOTEIVEL HETPA Y10 TNV KATATOAEUNOY] TOVG. MiAcape e Tov kafnynt
['coAvtapep evd ot mupkaylég oty Avotparia Bpickovtav oe Veeon kol apov eiye dobel og
drafovrevon 1o oyédo yia T véa doun IoArtikng Ilpostacioc oty EAAGOQ.

Bpioketon 10 v/6 Yo Tnv otk Ilpootacia oty kKatevOuven v onoia giyote
POTEIVEL;

Aedopévou 0Tt 10 6YES10 VOOV glval oTa EAANVIKA, LoV €xel oTalel Eva Tteplypopd Tov ot
ayyAkd Kou ov{mnoa T1g Katevhouvoelg Tov e ta vrdAowta LEAN g emttponnc. Exyw v
evrommon Ot dideTan Eppact povov oty avadtopydvoon g [olrtikng Ipoctaciag pe
oYE00V ATOKAEIOTIKN €0Ti0OT GTNV KATOGTOAY. O VOLOG 0ev meptAapfdvel omolecdNmoTE o€
BaBoc mpoPAEYELS Y10 KOVEG KOl GUVTOVIGUEVES SLOTOUENKEG TPOGEYYIGELG GTOV GXEOLOGHO
NG TPOANYNG TOV TUPKOYLDY KOt 6T ONUOGLA EVIUEP®OT Kot gvaicOntomoinot. Ot kpioieg



TOPALETPOL TOV POLVOUEVOD, OTIMG 1 dlarXEIPLoN TOL dAGOVG, TA LETPO TPOANYNG, N
OTOKOATAGTACT] TOV KAUEVOV TEPLOYADV, 1) YEMPYIO KOL 1) KTNVOTPOPia, 1 TEPLPEPELNKT] KO
OOTIKN AVATTTUEN, N GUUUETOYN TNG KOWWOVING TOV TOATMOV 0V TPOPAETOVTAL GTO GYES10
vOHOv.

AK0A0VONGAY 01 ELANVIKEG 0PYES TIS GLVOTACELS GUG;

To mopopa TG aveEApTNTNG EMTPONNG TAPOLGIACTNKE GE OAN TOL TOATIKA KOUUATO, KOODG
M TpoomdBeLd pog amd TV apyN TPooplLoTay Vo ivol SIHKOUUOTIKY KOl Y0P AmoKAEIGHLOVG,.
H xdpra 10€a g mpdTaonc pog nrav 1 idpuon pog aveEaptnne vanpecioc — Tov
Opyaviopot Awyeiptong Mupkayunv Aacov kot YraiBpov (OAIITY). O opyaviopog avtdg Oa
Ae1TOLPYOVOE EMTEMKE KOl GUVEPYUTIKA LLE TOVG AAAOVG OPLOSLOVG POPELS ExovTag pOAO
SLUPOVAEVTIKO, GLVTOVIGTIKO KOl EMITEMKO G€ BEpaTO dlayelplong TV SUGIKMV TUPKAY DV
OTN YOPO KO TNV OTOGTOAN VO, oXEOIALEL KOl VO, TOPAKOAOVOEL TO EMYEPNGLOKO £PYO TNG
JLXElPIoNG TOV TLPKAYLDV.

Xopig évav té€toto punyavicpo oev Ba eivar dvvatd va emtevybel ovTe 11 CLVEXNG KO
OVLGLOCTIKY) TPOoTAOEL Y10 TNV TPOANYN 0VTE TO AmOPOiTTO KAILO KOt TVED LA GUVEPYOTTOG
OVALESH GTOVG EUTAEKOUEVOLS POPELS.

[Ipwv and T1g ekhoYEG TOL KaAoKAPLO emTedyOnkKe £va 0pOGN IO TOV TOPIGLATOC — 1)
VIOYPAPN TNG KOWNG LITOVPYIKNG amdpacmng Tov Mdato tov 2019, 1 onoia puOuilet
ouvepyacio Kot ToV cLVTOVIGHO petald e Aactkng Ynpeoiog kot g [TupocsPeotikng
Yrnpeoiog oxetikd pe v tpoOANYN Kol KOTOGTOAN TUPKAYLDV.

H véa kvBépvnon emkevipdvel Tig mpoonadeleég e oty evioyvon twv dopdv g IToAttikng
[Ipooctaciag kat g [TupooPestikng Yanpeoiag. H emtpont| pov dev umodpece va eviomicet
HETPOL 1) OVOKOIVMGELS TOV VO, OELYVOLV OAAAYEC TPOG TV KATELOLVGT TV TPOTAGEDV OGS Y10t
L0 OMGTIKY] KO OAOKAN POUEVT] TPOGEYYIOT GTN SLOYEIPIOT TV TLPKAYLDV.

Ev 1o peta&y, n d1ebvig kovotnta £xet avayvopicel 6Tt 1 TPOCEYYIoT TOV TPOTEIVOLLLE V1o
v EAAGOa mpémet va epappootel oe dAAa pépn tov kOcpov. To 2018 1 kuPépvnon g
[Toptoyariog idpvoe Tov Opyaviopd OlokAnpouévng Awayeiptong ITupkayidv, o omoiog et
éva €pyo mapopoto pe tov mpotevopevo OAIITY. Tov NoéuBpio tov 2019, 1 7n Aebvig
Audokeyn yo tic Aacucég [Tupkayiég, n onoia dieénydn oto Campo Grande tg Bpalidiog kot
nopaKoAovOnOnKe amd £1d1koVs o€ Bépata TupKayldV amd 60 TOV KOGHO, dNUOGIELGE TO
«AvaxowvmBév Tov Campo Grande: Anpiovpyia BuOCIU®V Kol AVOEKTIKOV GTIC TUPKOYIES
TOTOV Kot KOWOVIOVY». AVTO TO ovaKovmBEy Kiveitan 6€ TAAIG10 oxedOV TOVTOCTLO LE
eKeivo TV TPOTAGE®V OV Tapovcidcape otny £kBeon pag. Kat v mponyoduevn efdoudda,
0 EKTPOCMOTOG TNG EMTPOTNG LLOG KOL EYD GUUUETEIYAUE GE (o GuvavTnon tov Opyavicrol
Owovopukng Xvvepyooiog kot Avantoéng (OOZA). Ot GUUUETEXOVTEG AVTITPOGHOTOL
cupedVNoaY OTL 1 LelmoT Tov KIvdHvVov Tupkayldg LEG® TG TPOANYNG TPEMEL va AdPet
HEYOADTEPN TTPOTEPOLOTNTA OTTO TIG TPOCTADEIES KATAGTOANG KOl KATAGPECNC TOVC.

H Avotporia

A@opun TG EmaEg LoG oTAONKAY 01 TEPACTIEG SUGIKEG TVPKAYLEG TG AVGTPAATING, TO OGOoM
¢ onoiog mévta Kaiyovtayv. «Ta puowkd tomio TN AvoTpaAing», Aéel 0 KaOnynTng
['cdhvtapep, «pe TOLG SLAPOPOVE TVTTOVG dUGMV, Bdpvov Kot MPBadidv, Exovv eEelrydel and
Koo pe Tic TupKaylés. Ot 10ayeveic APoplytveg xpnNoOTOOVGAV T POTLA OO YIAAOEG
POV TPV, Y10 VO 010 T P1GoVY TN PAAGTION GVOIKTY) KO KATAAANAN Y10 TO KUVI|YL TOLG TTOV
T0VG £01ve Tpoen. Kdtw amd fmeg ENpéc kaptkég GuVONKES, 01 KOUEVES TEPLOYES YPIYOPO.



EMOVOKAUTTOVV LE VEQ PAACTNON amtd XOpTa Kot OAUVOLS, TTOV OTOTEAOVGAY TPOPT Y1d. TO.
dypro €10n mavidag. Katd cvvéneia, o kivovvog mopkayldv nrav xounidc, ensdn n fropdlo
Kol 1 Kowotun VAN iyov NN katavalobet kot petwdet omd Tig Tpdueg mupkaylég mov Efalav
ot APopiyveg. AVTOV TOV TUTOL T OIKOGVGTI LT TPOSAPHOLOVTOL GE AVTES TIG LETPLOG
EVTOONG KOl GLUYVEG TUPKAYLEG KO TOAAG €101 QLTOV avaPAACTAIVOLY KO OVOTOPAYOVTOL
YPNYOPO VOTEPQ OO TUPKAYLEG. ZNUEPA OLEC OVTEG O TAAALES TTPAKTIKEG EXOVV
eykatarelpel oe peydro Babuo. Iapouoia pe ta tomio g Notwog Evpdnng, 6mov €xet
eykatodelpOel  evtoTikn yempyio Kot 1 Tapad0oaKn KTNVOTPO®io, Ol TUPKAYIEG TMPO
Bpiokovv peyoldTEPEG TOGOTNTEG KAOGIUNG VANG Kol £TC1 YIvOvTOoL OO KoL O EVTOVEG Kol
OQOJPEG GE CLYKPLON UE EKATOVTAOEG Kot YIAAdeS ypdvia tptv. Ko yivovtor 6A0 Kot o
dVOKOAEG Kot GuyvA elvatl advuvatov va eAeyyBo0V amd Tovg 00coTVPOGRECTIKOVG
OPYOVIGLLOVCY.

Th givar avTd TOL TPOPOSOTEL TIC dUGIKEG TVPKAYLEG onpuepa; Exel drgvpuvlei n
OVTUTUPIKY] TEPL0OOG;

Ext0¢ amd tic aAlayég 6tn xpnon yng Kot oTn (PNt TS QOTIAG MG TAPUOOGLOK
OLLYELPIOTIKT TTPAKTIKY GE TOAAQ LLEPT) TOV KOGLOV, 1 0AAOYT] TOL KALOTOG £XEL EMOEWVADCEL
TOpa TNV Katdotaot. Biovovpe mo cofapég ko ektetapéveg Enpaciec, mov cuyva
oLVOEOVTAL LE DYNAEG TTEPLOOOVG KOVGMOVA. AVTO £YEL OG AMOTEAEGLLOL VOL ETUNKVVETOL 1)
avtupikn tepiodoc. Xtnv KaAipopvia, yio mapddetypa, ot mopkaylés cuvéfatvay cuvinbwmg
petald Maiov kot Zentepppiov. A0y OU®G TV HETAPAALOUEVOV KOIPIKOV GLVONKOV, 1
évapén Tov TopKayldv yivetor vopitepa Kot TEAELOVEL apyoTtepa Léca otov xpovo. To 2019
o1 TVPKAYEG 6NV Avotpaiia dpyloav eniong mold vopitepa amd 0,11 cuvHOOS — ToV
YentéuPpro og cvykpion pe tov Noéuppio tov mponyoduevav etdv. Kot otnv Kevipikn
Evponn, courepirapPavopévns g I'eppavioc, mapatnpovpue pia mopdpota tdon. Avtd
onpaivel 6TL 1 Sloyelplon TOV TLPKAYLOV, TA LETPO ONAAST Yo TV TPOANYN KOl KOATAGTOAN
TOVG, 0peiAovy va Aappdvovtar oyedov ko’ OAn tn o1dpKelo TOL YPOHVOL.

Kowdg 616)hog a6 Tnv E.E.

O kanynmg I'cdAvtapep ko ot EAAnveg pédn g emttponig yuo T o1epebivnon Twv ottiov
TOV SAGIKMV TUPKAYLDY EYOVV GLYVA EMKPIVEL TN «OTPUTIOTIKOTOINGN» TV HECWOV Y1 TV
OVTILETOTION TOV TUPKAYIDOV. ZNUOIVEL 0V TO OTL ATOPPITTOVY TNV 10N EVOG KOVOU
EVPOTOTKOV AEPOTOPIKOV GTOAOD Y10 TV OVTIUETOTIOT TOV TVPKAYIOV; «OAES Ol TUPKAYLEG
eEAEYYOVTOL KOl KOTAGPEVOVTAL GTO £00UPOG KOl ATOtToVV vy KOAG EKTOUIOELIEVO Kot
GUVTOVIGUEVO O0GOTVPOGPESTIKO UNYOVIGHO OV VO YVOPILEL TIC TOTIKES GLVONKES TG KABE
nepLoyne. 26t000, EEAPETIKE LYNANG VIO TUPKOYIES UToPEl Vo amontohV VTOGTNPIEN
amo evaépa péca dacomvpdcsPeong. Eivarl Aoywd Aowdv va dnpiovpynbet évag kotvdg
EVAEPLOG GTOAOG Y10, TNV VTTOGTIPIEN YOPDOV aVAAOYA LE TIG OVAYKES Ko Ol TO KAOE kpdToc-
LEAOG Vo avamtHGGEL TOV 01KO ToL evaéptlo 6toro. H Evponaiky Emtponn, pécw tov
Evponaikod Mnyoaviopov IoAtukng Ilpootaciag, avanticoel véa oy€dia yioL TNV ovTaAiaym
EVOEPLOV TTOPMV KO LEGMV GE TPELG TEPLoyEG — ot NoTuo, Kevrpikn kot AvatoAikn ko
Bopeia Evponn. H amotelespatikdtnta Kot 1 amrodoTikOTNTA TOL KOOV EVAEPIOV GTOAOV
dacomvupocPeong Ba eEaptnBovV amd TV avATTLEN Kot OTOd0YT] KOOV EMLYEPTCLUKDV
KavOvov Kol TpotokOAAwV. H dtaAdettovpytkdtnta petald tov vaEpLov Kot TV Elyelnv
JUVAE®V KATAGTOANG KoL, KUPIWGS, TOV SIKOLOJ0GIOV KOl TMV GLVOP®V TOV KPAUTMOV-UEADY
¢ E.E. ka1 tov dpopov yop®dv Toug TpENEL va £X0VV TNV LYNAOTEPT TPOTEPALOTNTA YLl TV
EMITLYN AlTovpYia VTG TNG TPooTadelag. AkOun Opwg dev Exovpe eOAcEL 6 aVTO TO
onueio ko xpelaleTol TEPIGGOTEPT TPOSTADELQL.



English translation:

29.01.2020

Johann Goldammer in 'K": Fire prevention is most
important

Tassos Telloglou

1. What are the similarities or differences of the current large bushfires in Australia
compared to the past?

The natural landscapes of Australia with their various types of forests, bush and grasslands have
co-evolved with fire. Besides fires started by lightning, the aborigines used fires since millennia.
They set fires in the early dry season in order to keep the vegetation open and suitable for
hunting. Under moderately dry weather conditions, the burned areas were swiftly regrown by
freshly sprouting grasses and bush — an attractive grazing resource for wildlife, which was then
easily hunted. Open forests and savannas also provided better insight and early sighting of
enemies. Consequently, at the peak of the dry seasons the risk of wildfires was low because the
burnable materials had already be consumed by the early fires. Humans felt more comfortable in
this fire-shaped open forest and savanna environment.

Plants and animals are adapted to these moderate and frequent fires and constitute so-called “fire
ecosystems”. Many plant species recover quite swiftly after fires. These old practices have been
largely abandoned. Similar to the landscape of Southern Europe, where intensive agriculture and
pastoralism had been abandoned, fires now find more material to burn and thus are becoming
more intense as compared to hundreds and thousands of years ago. And they become more
difficult and even impossible to control — a trend like in Southern Europe and in North America.

2. What is driving the power of today’s large fires? Are ,fire seasons* changing. What are
the implications for fire management?

Besides the changes of land-use and fire-use in many parts of the world, climate change is now
aggravating the situation. We are experiencing more severe and extended droughts, often
associated with heat waves. And the “fire seasons” are also changing. In California, for instance,
fires usually occurred between May and September. Since some years the changing weather
conditions allow fires to burn earlier and later in the year, meanwhile all-year round. In 2019 the
fires in Australia started also much earlier as usual — in September as compared to November in
previous years. Moreover, in Central Europe, including in Germany, we observe a similar trend.
This means that fire management activities — all measures to be taken in fire prevention and the
preparedness for firefighting —successively become an all-year round task.



3. Paramilitary firefighting: Are the plans of the European Union to create a joint aerial
firefighting fleet the right response to manage large fires?

Fires are controlled and put out on the ground, requiring well-trained and coordinated teams that
are familiar with the local conditions and the fire prevention systems in place. However,
extremely large and intense fires may require support by aerial firefighting means. It is rational to
create a joint aerial fleet to support countries as needed, rather than each country develop an own
large aerial fleet. The European Commission, through the Union’s Civil Protection Mechanism,
is developing new plans for sharing resources in three regions — in Southern, Central-Eastern and
Northern Europe. The effectiveness, efficiency and safety of a common aerial firefighting fleet
will depend on the development and acceptance of common rules. The creation of
interoperability between air and ground and — most importantly — across jurisdictions and
borders of the EU Member States and their neighbors, must receive highest priority. We are not
yet there.

4. Did the Government if Greece follow the recommendations of your Commission ?

The report of the Independent Committee was presented to all the political parties as our effort
from the beginning was intended to be non-partisan and inclusive. The core of our proposal was
the establishment of an independent agency — the “Landscape Fire Management Organization”
(OAIITY) — that would supervise and coordinate all actors and action aimed at reducing the
wildfire hazard of the country. This would be achieved by focusing on revitalizing the rural
space by innovative approaches in land management, including agriculture, pastoralism and
intensive forestry, with the aim to reduce the flammability of the natural and cultural landscapes
of Greece. Emphasis would be on reducing the wildfire hazard of the very vulnerable peri-urban
fringes, villages and recreation areas.

Before the elections one milestone was achieved — the issue of a Joint Ministerial Decision in
May 2019, which regulates the cooperation and coordination between the Forest Service and the
Fire Service concerning fire prevention and suppression.

The new Government is focusing its efforts on strengthening the structures of Civil Protection
and the Fire Service. My Committee has not been able to identify any measures (or
announcements) that would indicate changes in the direction of our proposals for a holistic inter-
agency approach in “Integrated Landscape Fire Management”.

Meanwhile the international community has recognized that our proposed approach for Greece
should be applied elsewhere in the world. In 2018 the government of Portugal has established the
“Agency for Integrated Fire Management”, which has a task similar to our proposed OAIITY. In
November 2019, the 7th International Wildland Fire Conference, which was held in Brazil and
attended by fire management professionals from around the world, released the “Campo Grande
Statement — Building Sustainable and Fire-Resilient Societies and Landscapes”. This statement is
calling for the same principles, which we have presented in our report. And last week, the
speaker of our Committee and I attended a meeting of the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD). The attending delegates concurred with the concept that
fire hazard reduction at landscape level needs to receive a higher priority than the classical efforts
of focusing on fire response.



5. The new draft law on the re-organization of Civil Protection is currently discussed. Is the
legislator on the right track?

As the draft law is in Greek, I have received a description of its contents in English and discussed
the directions of the law with the Greek members of my Committee. I sense that the emphasis is
on the re-organization of Civil Protection with an almost exclusive focus on fire suppression. The
law does not include any in-depth provisions for common and coordinated cross-sectoral
approaches in fire prevention planning and in public information and awareness raising. Critical
parameters of the landscape fire phenomenon such as landscape management, fire prevention,
burned area restoration, agriculture and livestock, regional and urban development, civil society
involvement are not foreseen in the draft law.
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https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/248932/prevention-key-to-batting-fires-expert-stresses/

Prevention key to battling fires, expert stresses

Tasos Telloglou
29.01.2020

Plans for Greece's new civil protect mechanism appear to put too much emphasis on fighting
fires rather than preventing them, warns Professor Johann Georg Goldammer, director of the
Global Fire Monitoring Center based at Freiburg University and senior scientist at the Max
Planck Institute for Chemistry, Biogeochemistry Department, who was invited by the
previous government to lead a special committee in the wake of the deadly fire that devastated
the village of Mati in eastern Attica in July 2018.

Kathimerini reached out to Goldammer as Greece's recently elected government prepares a
new civil protection plan, which is currently in the public consultation phase.


https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/248932/prevention-key-to-batting-fires-expert-stresses/

Does the draft law on civil protection follow your recommendations as head of the
special committee?

The draft law is in Greek and I was only sent an outline in English but I have discussed it with
other members of the committee. It appears to put the emphasis almost exclusively on fire
suppression. The legislation does not include any long-term provisions for joint and
coordinated cross-sectoral approaches for fire prevention planning and public information and
awareness. The critical parameters of the issue — like forest management, prevention
measures, rehabilitation of burnt areas, farming and livestock farming, regional and urban
development, civil society participation — are absent from the draft law.

What were your recommendations?

The independent committee's findings were presented to all of the political parties. The main
idea of our proposal was for the creation of an independent authority that would be tasked
with wildfire management. This organization would work together with other competent
agencies in an advisory, coordinating and executive capacity on issues of wildfire
management and its mission would be to design and oversee the operational management of
wildland fires. Without such a mechanism, it is impossible to accomplish the task of effective
prevention or create the necessary climate of cooperation between all of the agencies
involved.

Before the summer elections, a landmark in our report was achieved with the signing of a
joint ministerial decision in May 2019 regulating the cooperation and coordination between
the forestry and fire services for preventing and suppressing fires.

The new government is focusing on bolstering the structures of the Civil Protection Authority
and the Fire Service. My committee did not see any changes geared toward our
recommendations for a comprehensive approach to wildfire management.

In the meantime, the international community acknowledges that the approach we recommend
for Greece needs to be applied in other parts of the world. The government of Portugal
founded a similar wildfire management organization in 2018. In November 2019, the 7th
International Wildland Fire Conference that was held in Campo Grande in Brazil and attended
by experts from all over the world issued an announcement with proposals that were almost
identical to those presented in our report. And earlier this month, a representative of our
committee and I attended a meeting of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD). The participants agreed that reducing the fire risk via prevention
should be given priority over efforts to contain and suppress them.

What causes fires today? Has the fire season become longer?

Apart from changes in land use and the use of fire as a traditional management tool in many
parts of the world, climate change is also exacerbating the situation. We are experiencing
more serious and protracted droughts, which are often linked to long heat waves. This has
lengthened the wildfire season. In California, for example, the wildfires usually took place
between May and September. Because of changing weather conditions, they are coming
earlier and earlier. The fires in Australia in 2019 also started a lot earlier than normal, in
September instead of November, as was the case the previous years. A similar trend is
emerging in Central Europe as well, including Germany. This means that wildfire



management — that is measures for prevention and suppression — needs to be mobilized almost
all year round.

Your committee has been critical of the fact that most of the means for fighting fires are
controlled by the military. Does this mean that you are opposed to the idea of a joint
European firefighting air force?

All wildfires are controlled and suppressed on the ground and require a well-trained and
coordinated firefighting mechanism that knows the local conditions of any given area.
However, particularly strong fires may require airborne firefighting support. It makes sense,
therefore, for a common airborne fleet to be created in order to support countries in need
rather than every member-state having to develop its own fleet.

The European Commission, via the EU Civil Protection Mechanism, is developing new plans
for the exchange of airborne resources and means in three regions: Southern, Central, Eastern
and Northern Europe. The efficiency and effectiveness of the joint airborne air force will
depend on the development and implementation of operational rules and protocols.



