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«Amnd 10 2017 0 op1Bpdc v mupkaydv oty [optoyaiio peidOnke katd 65% Kot ot Kapéveg ektdoelg kotd 66%,
og oyéon e v mepiodo 2008-2017». ®wt. EPA / NUNO ANDRE FERREIRA

Twpyog Adhiog

To 2017 ot katactpoikég mupkayeg otnv [Hoptroyaiio dpnoav micm tovg 117 vekpoig kot
EKOTOULOPLO OTPEUUOTA KAUEVOV EKTAGE®VY. To 60K NG Kotvaviag ntav peydro. H vrdBeon
oG dev eEavTAnOnKe o€ KaToyyeAleg TEPT TOV KAKMG KEWEVMVY, OVTE GE TOPIGLATO EOIKAOV
OV UETE UmnKOV 6T0 cLPTAPL. Méca ota endpeva 600 ypovia, LE TNV VTOGTHPLEN GOCCOLOV
TOV TTOALTIKOD KOGUOV KOl TNG KOWNG YVOUNG, N XDPO. TPOYDPNOE GE OPUCTIKES OAAAYEC OE
OA0 10 povtéro dlayeipiong Tov dactkdv teploymv. To anotédespa; Méypt oTyung, o
apOpog TV TupKayldv xel petmbel kKatd 65% kot o1 kapéveg extdoelg katd 66%. H
[Moptoyorio dAra&e oerida. Emikepaing avtng g tpootdbeiag eivar o Tidyko OMBEpa, g
TPOESPOG TOV S10IKNTIKOV GLUPoVAIOL Tov Opyavicpoh OAokAnpopévng Atoyeipiong
IMupkayidv (AGIF — Agencia para Gestao Integrada de Fogos rurais), tov opyaviopob mov
1WpVOnke to 2019 Y100 va. cuVTOVIGEL TNV EQAPLOYT| TNG VEOS GTPOTNYIKTG.

[Ipoxertan yio Evav AvOp®TO pe aKadNUOiKn YVmoT, 0AAG Kot eUmelpio 6T dtoyeipion
JOCIKAOV TUPKAYLDV, KaB®G Exel ONTELGEL TOGO GE 0PYAVOTIKEG OGO KO 68 «UayLes» Béoelg
OTNV TPOGTOGIO dUGIKMOV EKTAGEMVY GE 101WTIKY £Tatpeio (pia facikn dwupopd pe v EAAGSa
etvar 6t1 onv [optoyorio 10 84% TV dacdV gival WOOTIKA Kot OGS To 2% apy®dg
onuoocwa). Ipwv mpotabel and Tov Tpwbvmovpyd Yo T BEon mov teAkd averafe, elxe pépet
€15 TEPOG TNV EYKATACTOGT TOL OAOKANPOUEVOD GLGTILLOTOG OLAYXEIPLOTG TUPKAYIDV TNG
YDPOGS, EVO TOAITEPO ETYE GLVTOVIGEL TO TEXVIKO KOUUATL TOV €0ViKOV oyediov TupocPeong.

«Ot mupKayl€g elval To OMOTEAEGLOL LLLOG VITEPOTAOVGTEVUEVIG TPOGEYYIONG. AVTO TOL
TpoPdAAieTor g KOPLa ADOT eivat 1) ETEVOLGT GE OAOEVA KOl TEPIOCOTEPO LEGU TAYXEMG
EVTOMIGLOD Kol KATAGPESNC, LEYOADTEPO HIKTVO OPOUMV Kol TVPOGPESTIKAOV Kpovvav. Elval
L0 TPOGEYYIOT| OMOTEAEGLATIKY BpayvmpdOecua —TAE0V 00TE Kol aVTd—, TOV EYEL OPUWG
peconpobecpa 1o avtifeto amotéAesio, KaBmG Tapayvopilel T GLGCOPELGT KOVGIUNG VANG
ota 0don kot “kKafnovydlel” Tovg TOAITESG, OTVOVTOG L0 EGOAAUEVT] OVTIAN YT TOV KIVOHUVOL»,
Aéel oe cuVEVTEVEN TOV oTNV «K».



O Tidyko OMBEpa givarl Tpdedpog Tov dlotknTikod cvpfoviiov Tov Opyaviopod OrokAnpouévng Atoyeipiong
IMupkayidv g [oproyariog, Tov WpvnKe T0 2019 pe ™ opi&n 6HECMLUOV TOL TOATIKOV KOcpov. Pwt. FILIPE
POMBO

— IToweg NTav o1 KOPLES ANTIES TOV KATAGTPOPIKOV TupKayldv otnyv [loptoyaria to
2017;

— Avti va eotidlovpe oto yiati EEonacav ol mupkayég Tov 2017, glvat mo yp1Moipo va
KOTOVON|GOVLE TIG GLVONKES VIO TIG OTOIEG O1 TLPKAYIEG OVTEG UTOPEGAY VAL YIVOUV TOGO
KATAGTPOPIKES. [0l TOAAEG dEKOETIEC, WG AMOTEAEGLA TNG GTPOPTG OO TOV TPMTOYEVH GTOV
TETAPTOYEVT] TOUEX, Ol AVOP®TOL peTakviONKaY omd TIG aypOTIKES OTIG ACTIKEG TEPLOYES KATAL
UNKOG TNG OKTOYPOLUNG, APNVOVTOS TEPAOTIEG EKTAGELS apatokatotknuéves. [Tiotevm O0TL 10
1010 cvVvEéPN ko oty EAAGSa, vtofonBodpevo amd tnv Kown aypoTiK TOALTIKY, 0N omd ™
dekaetio Tov *80. O vedTepES YEVIEG deV elyav TAEOV AOYO VO TOPAUEIVOVY GTO ECMTEPIKO TNG
YOpag, Promoplopeves amd  yempyio 1 TNV EKUETAAAELON TOV dACAOV — TO OPOLLE TOLS NTOV
TO OOTIKO KOl GLVOEOEUEVO LLE TNV TEXVOAOYIO. XTIG AYPOTIKES TEPLOYES TAPEUEVAY KLPIMG 01
nAMKopévol, cuveyilovtag va KaAAMEPYOUV T Y1 OTMG ToALd, 0AAG ympic TV 1010 CoOpRATIKN
avTOYN — £VOG TOPAYOVTOS GYETIKOG LE TNV LTOBEST), KOO GLVENIGAV VOl YPTGLLOTOIOVV TN
QOTIA ©¢ £va ONVO epyaieio yia T dwayeipion g meprrng PAacTnons. Opnwmg, kabmg ot
avBpomot Epuyav, n eOon mpe ™ BEon Tovg Ko T Tomia pog AAlasov. Me To TEpacua Tov
YPOVOVL, TEPLOYEG OTIG omoieg Kdmote O Eeomovoay LOVO HKPES Kol OO EIPICIILES TUPKAYLES,
&yvay ektdoelg pe ovveyn PAAGTNOT, KOTAAANAN Yo LEYAAES KO ETKIVOVVEG TUPKAYLES.
Tavtdypova, mapdTt 01 AvOp®IOL eyKaTEAELY AV TNV DTTABPO, SLUTHPNOAV TH GYECT] TOVG LUE
TNV OIKOYEVELNKT) KANPOVOULd, 0AAG ympig va ) dayepilovtal pe tov 1010 Tpdmo, kabmg o
OKOVOLLIKO OPELOG dEV OKOIOAOYOVGE Ta amapaitnTa ££0da. e OAQ OVTA TPETEL VL
poctedel TO YEYOVOG OTL O1 AyPOTIKES KOTOIKIEG OEV EIVOIL TPOETOIUACUEVES Y10 TUPKOYLA,
00TE 01 KATOWKNUEVES TEPLOYES dlaywpilovTon amd TV kavoiun VAN. Etot 6pwe n mtpoctacio
NG TEPLOVGLNG TAPEUEIVE YNAL OC TEMKOG GTOYOG, 00N YDVTAS G€ o AavOacuévn eotioon
TOV TPOPANUATOG.

— og dArale 1| KATAGTPOPT] TV AVTIANYN Y10 T1] SL0YEIPLOT] TOV ACAV GTNV
MopToyaria;

— O1 avBpomot sokapionkay and ovtd mov cuvePN. [Tupkayéc cuvéfatvay mavta Ta
KaAokaipla, aAAd ToTé dev glyav ydoel Tocot avOpwmor T {on tovc. H otpatnyikn mov
axolovOnOnke péypt to 2017 giye amotdyetl Kot 1 TpdAnym 1pbe 610 TPOGKNVIO MG 1) LoV
@LG1KN Avor. Avtd Bondnoce modd. Eyive EexdBapo yio mpdtn @opd 610 Huadd OA®V OTL
ypewloTay po aAloyn TPoGEYYIoNG.



— IMoweg TV O TPOTES KIVI|OELS;

— Oplotkav 000 EMTPOTES EIOIKAOV, 1 10, SLKOUUATIKG Kot 1 dEVLTEPT LEG® TNHG TLVOOL
TOV TPLTAVE®VY NG YOpaG. Ta mopicuata oAokAnpdOnkay 1o 2018 kot 1o 2019 18pHONKE 0
Opyaviopog OrokAnpopévng Awyeiptong Iupkayidv, anevbeiog vtod Tov TpwbuTovpyd, Tov
avéloPe tnv vAoToinon TG VENS OTPOTNYIKNG, oL Paciletal ota mopicpata avtd. Ocov
aQeOpA TN VEQ GTPOTNYIKT, NTAV TAEOV EEKABPO OTL ¥PElalOTOV VO LETOKIVIIGOVLLE TNV
TPOGOYY LG OO TNV GUECT] AVIATOKPLIOT GE L0 TUPKOYLE

—mov u€YpL TOTE €lye T 6TNPIEN TOL TOAITIKOD KOGLOV Kol TG KOWVOVING— TPOG T AyOTEPO
EVTLTIOGLOKT) OOVAELL TNG TPOANYNG. Eckivioape va fAEmovpe T dtayeiplorn TupKayudv, Oyt
oav &va TpOPANUa mov to dlayelpilecar otav EeoMAGEL, AALA Y10 TO OTOI0 TPEMEL VAL
TPOETOLLAGTOVUE PHECH TNG TPOANYNG Kot 0TV avtd GVUPET, va aEloAoyodLLE TO SOy UATO
KOl VOL TPOPOSOTOVLE LLE OVTA TN oTpa TNk poc. Eniong, avayvopicape v avdykn yu
eEEOIKEVEVT] YVDOT], MOTE TO KAADTEPO avOp®OTIVO SuvopKd —kot o€ Kdmotlo Babud eniong o
KATAAANAOG e£0TAMGUOC— va avarTocoeTal kel mov ypetdletat. Eywve emiong katovontd ot
01 AvOpmOTTOL TOL OPYUVAOVOLV KOl EVIAGGOVTOL GTNV KATAGPEST HAG GOTIAG KOVTH GE omitio
KOl OIKIGHOVG, akOpa KL av vty EgKkivnoe amd tnv vanbpo, dev mpénet amapaitnta va etvat
ot 16101 pe awtovg mov Ba v avtipeTeRicovy og dactkég teployés. H potid pmopet va etvon
010, ot avBpwmot Opmg yperalovtat E101KT| YVOON.

— AnuovpyMOnkaev oniadn 6v0 copaTw;

— O1 mupKaylEg S1opEPOVV OTIG AOTIKEG TEPLOYES Kal TNV Vrtaubpo. Emopévag ypetdleton
drpopeTikn ekmaidevon kot eEomAiopds. [a Tig oo TKéG TEPLOYES VITELOVV TAPEUELIVE 1|
nupocfectikn]. ['la TV VTOBPO TPOYWPNGALE TNV AVASIOPYEAVOOT) TOV SUGIKOV VINPECIDV,
ot omoieg elyav amoduvapmbel Kotd v mePiodo TG OIKOVOUIKNG Kpiong — maAodtepa
UG TO OVTILETOTILOV TNV TPOKATAANYN TWV TOAMTAOV, EXEWON KOTA TN O1OPKELD TNG
dwktatopiag elyov cvykevipdoel vepPoiikég eEovaies oTig Lmég TV avOpOTWV.
[TpocraPape kot exkmondevoape 60 £101K0VE GE dLoEIPIOT dACIKADOV TLPKAYIDV, TOV
gpyaloviot Katw amd v oumpéia tov AGIF kot ot omoiot ToroBeOnkay og dacikég
VANPEGIEC € OAN TN YOPA Yo VoL TIG opyavedcovy. TTapdiinia, exeldn ol eBehovtég
mupocPéoteg mailovy 0A0EVa KO CULOVTIKOTEPO POAO, EGTIAGALLE GTOV KOADTEPO EEO0TAMGUO
KoL TNV EKTOIOEVOT] TOVG, DGTE VO ATOKTICOVV EMAYYEAUATIKA YOpokTnpLoTikd. Eywvav
TOAAEG aAAy€G T TeEAeVTAiO 4 YPOVIaL, TIGTELM Y10 TO KOADTEPO. YTAPYEL KOAVTEPN
«OVAUEIEN» TNG TPOANYNG KOt TNG KOTOGTOANG, O OPYAVICUOL TOL EUTAEKOVTOL GE OAES TIG
TTUYEG TV TLUPKOYIDV EMKOVOVOVV TOAD KoAvTepa. Tdpa kdvovpe frpata yio vo
SlayePLoTovpE KOADTEPO TNV VToBpo pe Paon to dekaeTEC BVIKO oxédio dtayeipiong, Tov
eykpidnke mépuot.

— Ioweg givan o1 facikéc apyéc Tov oyediov;

— ITupkayiég Ba cvppaivovv mavta. [Ipénel va TPoETOYUAGOVLE KOADTEPO TNV EMKPATELQ,
TOVG TOATEG KOl TO EMLYELPNCLOKO TPOCHOTIKO, MOGTE VO AVENGOVLE TNV OGPAAELN KOl VO
neplopicovpe T cuvéneteg. Nao onpeidcm 6t To £8vikd oyédto gival cupPatod pe Tig
deopevoelg 11§ [oprtoyariag yuo peiwon twv aepiov Tov Oeppoknmiov kot v €8vikn
OTPATNYIKN Y10 TN PlomTotKiAoTTa.



— lMog dhrae 1 dwoyeipion TOV TOPOV;

—To 2017 dwtébnkav 143 ekart. evpod, ek TV omoimv 28 ekot. oty TpoOANyM kot 115 ekar.
eVpd oTNV KotaotoAr. To 2020 dratébnioav 288 ekat. eupm, ek TV onoimv 129,6 ekat. gvpd
otV TpoOANYN kot 158.4 ekat. evp®d oty kataston. And 20%, 1 Tpdinyn TAéov
avTimpooonevel and 45% £mg 55% tov mopwv eTNGing.

— I10c0 amoteleopaTIKN EivOL TEMKA 1] VEQ GTPOTIYIKN;

— Amo6 10 2017 xon péypt oTryung o apfpds Tov TupKayIdV HEIOONKE Katd 65% Kot ot
KOpEVEG exTdoels katd 66%, og oyéon pe v mepiodo 2008-2017.

H dwyeipron g kavoung vAng, ot dacopviakes, ot evbvveg g E.E.

[MopdAinia pe v avoadiopydvmaon Tov poviédov TopocPeong, 1 [optoyoria £dwaoe Eppaocn
o1 dweipion Tov dacikdv extdoemv. Eva evolapépov atoryeio tng véag otpatnykng eivoe
ot avalntodvtal cuVEXMS VEEC ADGELS, TIC OTTOIEG TPOTEIVEL 1 EMGTNLOVIKT] KOWVOTNTO.

— Mg mowov Tpoémo evioyvOnke n apoinyn oty loproyairio Ta TeErevTOin YPOVIA;

— Baowm apempia givat 6Tt mpémet vo dSNUIOVPYNGOLLE Lid VTOOPO GTNV 0TToi0 O dUGIKES
TopKayEg va etvon draxelpioes. Emopévmg evioyvetan pe moAAovG TpOTOLS 1 dtoryeipion g
KOOGIUNG VANG oTa ddom, Yo Tapddstypo pécsm e focknong. Exiong tédnkav mepropiopol
oTa €101 OV 01 AVOPOTTOL PLTEVOVY — Y10 TAPAELYLLOL ATAYOPEVTNKAY Ol JOGOKOUAMEPYELES
EVKOADTTTOV, TOV £VO SIAGTNLO TOV TOAD S1AOEOOUEVEG AOY® TV EGOOWV TOV ATEPEPAY AUTTO
v todAnon g Euieiag. [apdAinia dokipdlovror dtdpopa povtéra. [a mapdaderypa, tnv
nepiodo vt Eekva po cuvepyacio pe ) OwvAavdio oyeTikd pe T dayeipion tov
Bopvodav exktacewv. Av éxelg 10 tdvoug Bropdlag avd extapro, n Beppokpacio stvor 30
Babuoi kot n vypasio kK&t and 30%, tote N evépyela mov Ba anerevBepwbel oe o Topraryd
etvon mavo amd 5.000 KW, kdtt mov dev avtipetoniletor pécm g mupdoPeong e
OTOL0ONTOTE UEGO. ALEPELVOVLLE AOITOV TNV OIKOVOULKN €EI0MOT, OOTE Vo UreL 0 AvOpmmog
070 040G Ko va, aropakpvvel 10 20% twv 0duvov, T06o6TO TOL VTOAOYIGTNKE OTL
ypewaletar yuo va aAlGEEL N copmeprpopd pog eotids. To ntoduevo givar Tt écoda pmopet
VO OTOPEPEL 1] TPOKTIKT OLTH, A.). LEGH KOUTOGTONOINGNG 1 EVEPYELNKNG OlAXEIPIONG, MOTE
Vo lval OIKOVORIKA aTOd0TIKY] Y1oL fiat ETopeia vor To avaAidpet. Mo dAAN 10€a pe pikpo
Kk60T0G, MoV Eexivnoe va epapuoleton givon 1 €€Ng: pe k66tog 40.000 evpd eTNGimg Kol EVOg
oynuotog 4x4 n moteio pmopel vo TpocAdfet S dtopa pe TANPN ATaGYOANOT, OGTE VO
gpyalovtar OA0 ToV xpdvo 610 dAcoc. O aplBuog twv avlpodrov avtdv avEndnke and 1.500
o€ 2.500 o€ 6An T YOpa. AVENGAUE TOVG OAGOPVANKES KOl TOVG TUPOCPEGTES Y10 TIG OUGIKES
TLVPKAYIEG, OL OTTOT01 TOV YELUDVO EKTAOEVOVV aypOTEG GTNV KOADTEPN dlayeipion TV
EKTAGEDMV TOVG, CNLEUDVOVY GTOV YAPTN TIG TPOPANUATIKES TEPLOYES, KAVOVV EAEYYOVS YOP®
o OIKIGHOVE Kol LEPOVOUEVEG KaTolKieg. TEAOG, KAvaE TavEOVIKY| ETIKOVOVIOKT|
EKGTPOTEIN Y10 TOVG AKOVGLOVG EUTPNGLOVS (A.). Ao Koo EEPOYOPTMV, KAOOUDV M
OKOVTOUMV) Kol KaTtapEPApE va Tovg petwcovpe o€ 6.000 ard 20.000-50.000 tov ypdvo.

— Tuvyiveron pe 1o {NTnpa g d6punonc;

— XtV oproyaiio n d1éyvom TG OOUNGNG EXEL CTOLOTIOEL KO OEV EMTPETETAL VO
aveyeipovion omitio og dAon. YINpyov OUMS VOLOL TOV NTAV OVEVEPYOL KOl EVEPYOTTOW ONKaV
TOPA, A.X. 0 WOOKTNTNG VOGS omiTiov givan vtevBuvog va kKabapilel v Ektaon og axtiva S0
LETP®V and TO OTHTL TOV, E0AL®G TOL emPdArieton TpdoTIpo. Tnv mepiodo avty
EMOVEEETALOVLE TOV OTKOOOMKO KOVOVIGHO, OGTE VO UMV EMTPENETAL GE KTipta TNV Vmabpo



va €govv TAaoTikd Tapdbvpa 1 E0AveG 0TéYEG, Kabmg amodeiydnie OTL Ta KAVOLV EENPETIKA
EVOAMTO GE TEPITTOON TLPKOYIEG.

— Eva Otnpo mwov 0étete givar ) v00v) TV upomaik@v toMmtikov. Ty apémel va
aAraCen;

— Onwg avépepa, oM and ) dekaetio Tov 80 1 E.E. epdppoce pio aypotikn ToATikn mov
001 YNGE GTNV EYKATUAELYT] TG TPMTOYEVOLS TOPAY®YNG Kot TG vraidpov. Ot aypdteg
EmoupvaV YP1LLOTO Y10, Vo, UV Kavouv timota. Avtd mpénet va aArhdéet. Eidape otig mpdopateg
mopKaylEg otV EALGSa 0Tt Tdpa moAAES evpoTaiKE ydpeg Pondnoav tpdbupa otV
katacPeon. [Tov etvar dpmg 1 aAAnAeyybn Tovg 6TV KON oypoTik ToATIKY); Ot Ydpeg Tov
voTou {NTOHV €3G Kot YPOVIA 1) EVPOTOIKY| 0YPOTIKY TOALTIKN Vo GLUTEPIAAPEL TN Stoyeipion
TOV 00OV, KATL TV poaiveTon 0Tt Oa eivan kpioung onuaciog To exopeVa xpovia, Kabmg ot
JOOIKES TLPKAYIES OEV APOopovV TAEOV HOVO TOV VOTO OAAG Kol ToV Boppd, AOY® TG
KMUOTIKNG oAAOyNC.

H moltikn ovvaiveon

— Xg mpéopatn cuvévtenén Tov oty «K» 0 kadnyntig I'korvrapep ava@épOnke otnv
MopToyorio oc mapaderypa tpog pipnon. Mropeite vo eENyNoeTe TAOG eXETEVYOMN
TOMTIKI] KOl KOIVOVIKI] GUVEIVEST] 6T1] YD PO GOC;

— H gmompovikn kowvotnta Bewpet Oeticd 611 1 [loptoyaiio dnpovpynce Evav opyovicuo
nov Oa S1pOPPOGEL TN dlayEiplomn TV TVPKAYIOV 6T0 LEALOV. O 110G 0 0pYyaVIGHOG Elvar
évag LoyAdg olAayng kot tumoroinong. To mpdPAnua eivar ToAtikd poévo otov Babud mov
ypewlesar onpign yuo va aAAAEELS TOV TPOTO TTOV YIVOVTOV TO TPAYLLATO TG TPOTYOVLLEVEG
dekoetiec. Agv givar e0KoAo yia Evav veoldpuOEvta opyoaviopud Vo TPoceYYIGEL POPEIG TOV
gpyalovtav 610 medio yio ypdvia Kot Vo, TOVS TEL OTL LTOPOVV VO TETVYOLV OLOLPOPETIKA
amoteAéopata ov V1I0OETCOVV dlaPopPETIKES TpaKTIKES. H avtidpaon eivor avapevopevn,
€0t Kt €K NG avBpodmvng evonc. Exel pia ioyvpn moittikn BovAnon sivor diaitepa
ypnon. Olo Ta vrdAoura eivar Teyvikng evoems. H onuoctia katakpovyr yo v
KatdoPeon stvar éva epyaieio mov o1 EUTEPOL TOMTIKOL YPNGUYLOTOLOVV Y1d VO SDGOLV
YPNYOPES OMAVINGELS LEGH CUVTOU®Y VOLOOETIK®V aALOYDV, IE TIG 0Toieg VOouilovv 0Tl
UTOPOLV VO TOPOVGIAGOVY [a Avot. Opms, n ToptoyaAikt] kuBépvnon didiele Evav
SLPOPETIKO OPOLO, AVTIAAUPAVOLEVT] TNV OVAYKT) VO EGTIACEL GTOV GYESIOGHO, GTNV
TPOETOLLOGTO KO TNV TPOANYT).

Source: https://www.kathimerini.gr/society/561486787/

English translation (next page)
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How Portugal turned the page on forest fires

"Since 2017, the number of fires in Portugal has decreased by 65% and the burned areas by 66%, compared to the
period 2008-2017." Photo EPA / NUNO ANDRE FERREIRA

George Lialios
08.09.2021

In 2017, catastrophic fires in Portugal left behind 117 dead and millions of acres of burned
land. The shock of society was great. The case, however, was not limited to complaints about
the wrong texts, nor to the findings of experts who later entered the drawer. Over the next two
years, with the full support of the political world and public opinion, the country underwent
drastic changes in the entire model of forest management. The result; So far, the number of
fires has been reduced by 65% and the burned areas by 66%. Portugal changed page. This
effort is led by Thiago Oliveira, Chairman of the Board of the Integrated Fire Management
Agency (AGIF — Agencia para Gestao Integrada de Fogos rurais), of the organization
established in 2019 to coordinate the implementation of the new strategy.

He is a man with academic knowledge, but also experience in forest fire management, as he
has served in both organizational and "combat" positions in the protection of forest areas in a
private company (a key difference with Greece is that in Portugal 84% of forests are private
and only 2% purely public). Prior to being nominated for the post by the Prime Minister, he
had completed the installation of the country's integrated fire management system, while
previously coordinating the technical part of the national firefighting plan.

"Fires are the result of an oversimplified approach. The main solution is to invest in more and
more rapid detection and extinguishing means, a larger network of roads and fire hydrants. "It
is an effective approach in the short term - not even that anymore - but it has the opposite
effect in the medium term, as it ignores the accumulation of fuel in the forests and" reassures
"the citizens, giving a wrong perception of the danger", he says in an interview with "K”.

Thiago Oliveira is the chairman of the board of the Integrated Fire Management Agency of Portugal, which was
founded in 2019 with the support of the entire political world. Photo FILIPE POMBO



- What were the main causes of the catastrophic fires in Portugal in 2017?

- Instead of focusing on why the fires of 2017 broke out, it is more useful to understand the
conditions under which these fires could have become so devastating. For many decades, as a
result of the shift from the primary to the quaternary sector, people moved from rural to urban
areas along the coastline, leaving vast areas sparsely populated. I believe that the same
happened in Greece, aided by the common agricultural policy, since the 1980s. The younger
generations no longer had a reason to stay inland, subsisting on agriculture or forest
exploitation - their vision was more urban and technology-driven. In the rural areas, mainly
the elderly remained, continuing to cultivate the land as before,but without the same physical
endurance - a factor relevant to the case, as they continued to use fire as a cheap tool for
managing unnecessary vegetation. But as people left, nature took its place and our landscapes
changed. Over time, areas in which only small and manageable fires would break out, became
areas with continuous vegetation, suitable for large and dangerous fires. At the same time,
although people left the countryside, they maintained their relationship with the family
heritage, but without managing it in the same way, as the economic benefit did not justify the
necessary expenses. To all this must be added the fact that rural dwellings are not prepared for
fire,nor are residential areas separated from fuel. However, in this way the protection of
property remained high as the ultimate goal, leading to a wrong focus of the problem.

- How did the disaster change the perception of forest management in Portugal?

- People were shocked by what happened. Fires always happened in the summers, but so
many people had never lost their lives. The strategy followed until 2017 had failed and
prevention came to the fore as the only natural solution. This helped a lot. It became clear for
the first time in everyone's mind that a change of approach was needed.

- What were the first moves?

- Two committees of experts were appointed, one inter-party and the second through the
meeting of the country's rectors. The findings were completed in 2018 and in 2019 the
Integrated Fire Management Organization was established, directly under the Prime Minister,
who undertook the implementation of the new strategy, based on these findings. As for the
new strategy, it was now clear that we needed to shift our focus from responding immediately
to a fire.

—Which until then had the support of the political world and society— to the less impressive
work of prevention. We started to see fire management, not as a problem that you manage
when it breaks out, but for which we need to prepare through prevention and when that
happens, evaluate the lessons and feed into our strategy. We also recognized the need for
specialized knowledge, so that the best human resources - and to some extent also the
appropriate equipment - can be developed where needed. It was also understood that the
people who organize and are involved in extinguishing a fire near houses and settlements,
even if it started in the countryside, do not necessarily have to be the same as those who will
face it in forest areas.Fire can be the same, but people need special knowledge.

- Were two bodies created?

- Fires vary in urban areas and the countryside. Therefore different training and equipment is
needed. The fire brigade remained responsible for the residential areas. For the countryside,
we have reorganized the forest services, which had been weakened during the economic crisis
- in the past they even faced the prejudice of the citizens, because during the dictatorship they



had accumulated too much power in people's lives. We recruited and trained 60 forest fire
management specialists, working under the AGIF umbrella, who were deployed to forest
services across the country to organize them. At the same time, as volunteer firefighters play
an increasingly important role, we focused on their best equipment and training,to acquire
professional characteristics. There have been many changes in the last 4 years, I believe for
the best. There is better "mixing" of prevention and suppression, the organizations involved in
all aspects of fires communicate much better. We are now taking steps to better manage the
countryside based on the ten-year national management plan, which was approved last year.

- What are the basic principles of the project?

- Fires will always happen. We need to better prepare the territory, the citizens and the
operational staff, in order to increase security and reduce the consequences. Note that the
national plan is compatible with Portugal's commitments to reduce greenhouse gases and the
national biodiversity strategy.

- How has resource management changed?

- In 2017, 143 million euros were allocated, of which 28 million euros in prevention and 115
million euros in repression. In 2020, 288 million euros were allocated, of which 129.6 million
euros in prevention and 158.4 million euros in repression. From 20%, prevention now
accounts for 45% to 55% of resources per year.

- How effective is the new strategy in the end?

- From 2017 until now the number of fires decreased by 65% and the burned areas by 66%,
compared to the period 2008-2017.

Fuel management, forest rangers, EU responsibilities

In parallel with the reorganization of the firefighting model, Portugal emphasized the
management of forest areas. An interesting element of the new strategy is that new solutions
are constantly sought, proposed by the scientific community.

- How has prevention been strengthened in Portugal in recent years?

- The main starting point is that we must create a countryside in which forest fires are
manageable. Therefore the management of fuel in forests is enhanced in many ways, for
example through grazing. Restrictions were also placed on the species that people plant - for
example, the cultivation of eucalyptus was banned, which for a time was very widespread due
to the income it generated from the sale of timber. Various models are being tested at the
same time. For example, a cooperation with Finland on shrubland management is currently
under way. If you have 10 tons of biomass per hectare, the temperature is 30 degrees and the
humidity below 30%, then the energy that will be released in a fire is over 5,000 KW,
something that is not dealt with through firefighting by any means. We are therefore
investigating the economic equation, so that man can enter the forest and remove 20% of the
bushes, a percentage that was estimated to be needed to change the behavior of a fire. The
question is what revenue this practice can bring, e.g. through composting or energy
management to make it cost-effective for a company to take over. Another low-cost idea that
has started to be implemented is this: at a cost of 40,000 euros per year and a 4 x 4 vehicle the
state can hire 5 full-time people to work all year round in the forest. The number of these
people increased from 1,500 to 2,500 across the country. We have increased forest rangers



and firefighters for forest fires, who in winter train farmers in the better management of their
areas, mark the problem areas on the map, make checks around settlements and individual
houses. Finally, we launched a nationwide communication campaign on inadvertent arson
(e.g., by burning dry grass, branches or garbage) and managed to reduce them to 6,000 from
20,000-50,000 per year.

- What about the issue of construction?

- In Portugal the diffusion of construction has stopped and it is not allowed to build houses in
forests. However, there were laws that were inactive and were activated now, e.g. the owner
of a house is responsible for cleaning the area within a radius of 50 meters from his house,
and otherwise he will be fined. During this period, we are reviewing the building regulations,
so that buildings in the countryside are not allowed to have plastic windows or wooden roofs,
as it turned out that they make them extremely vulnerable in case of fire.

One issue you raise is the responsibility of European policies. What needs to change?

- As I mentioned, since the 80's the EU implemented an agricultural policy that led to the
abandonment of primary production and the countryside. Farmers were paid to do nothing.
That needs to change. We saw in the recent fires in Greece that many European countries
willingly helped to put out the fire. However, where is their solidarity with the common
agricultural policy? Southern countries have been calling for European agricultural policy to
include forest management for years, which seems to be crucial in the coming years, as forest
fires are affecting not only the south but also the north due to climate change.

Political consensus

- In a recent interview with "K", Professor Goldammer referred to Portugal as an
example to follow. Can you explain how the political and social consensus was reached
in your country?

- The scientific community welcomes the fact that Portugal has set up an organization to
shape fire management in the future. The body itself is a lever of change and standardization.
The problem is only political to the extent that you need support to change the way things
were done in previous decades. It is not easy for a start-up to reach out to people who have
worked in the field for years and tell them that they can achieve different results if they adopt
different practices. The reaction is expected, even by human nature. There a strong political
will is particularly useful. Everything else is technical. Public outcry over firefighting is a tool
that experienced politicians use to provide quick answers through brief legislative changes,
with which they think they can come up with a solution. However, the Portuguese
government has taken a different path, realizing the need to focus on planning, preparation
and prevention.



