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PRESIDENT
REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA

Distinguished Conference Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen;

I attach great importance to the present International
Conference on Science and Technology for the Assessment of
Global Environmental Change and its Impact on lndonesian
Maritime Continent. Not only does global environmental change
have a great impact on Indonesia's national life and develop-
ment, but also because Indonesia plays an important role in
global environment.

Indonesia is a vast archipelago straddling along the equa-
tor. So extensive is our insular area that many experts call our
country a maritime continent.

Apart from being endowed with extraordinary richness in
flora and fauna unrivaled in the whole world, lndonesia also
possesses very attractive geological and geophysical character-
istics. Indonesia does not only have around 130 active volcanoes
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but is also the site where three tectonic vaults crossed each
other. Our country is inhabited by hundreds of ethnic groups
with equally different culture, customs and religions. It is an
extremely diverse nation with a population of more than 200
million people. Due to its natural environment and huge population,
Indonesia is quite often subjected to various natural disasters
that claim many lives; such as volcanic eruptions, earthquakes
and massive tidal waves.

In addition, unusual climatic changes are also the cause of
numerous disasters, such as floods and draught.

The recent draught resulting from the unusual climatic
changes has recently caused bush and forest fires. So extensive
are the affected areas by the fires that the haze has adversely
affected our close neighbouring countries, such as Singapore,
Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam, the Philippines and Thailand.

We had not anticipated the natural disaster of such mag-
nitude and we were totally unprepared. Despite the tireless
efforts to exert our best and the assistance provided by other
countries, it takes a long time before they can be extinguished.
This is further compounded by the late rainy season.

Apart from the forest fires, the draught also harms the
development we have been actively engaged in. A number of
areas hit by the prolonged draught are facing various difficul-
ties and hardships.

While we are busy overcoming the draught, we must also
prepare ourselves for the eventual floods that will come with
the start of the rainy seaspn. The urban and rural areas should
make their best efforts to ensure the functioning of sewages,
with a view to reducing the danger of possible floods. In the
agricultural area, anticipative steps should be taken to choose
the type of food plants to be cultivated, so as to find the right
plants that give optimum output.

Unless we take the appropriate measures, food shortages
might occur that would compromise the economic stability which
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we have been trying very hard to maintain. Conversely, if we
could predict the unusual climatic changes that lead to the
draught, we could make the necessary preparations. Thus, mini-
mizing possible damages.

The extremely vast Indonesian territory, as it is located in
a tropical area, also plays a significant role in global environ-
ment. Its expansive tropical forests and oceans have a pivotal
role in the process of cleaning the air and reducing global
heal.ing. However, the tropical forests that have enornous car-
bon deposits can raise the earth's temperature, if they were
exploited indiscriminately.

Well aware of the importance of Indonesia's territory in
understanding global climate, we are pleased to open ourselves
and offer the uniqueness of our territory, whether at sea, on
land and in the atmosphere for scientific studies on climate,
weather and the environment. Also to find the technology to be
applied in anticipating and overcoming natural disasters. Our
common responsibility for the future awakens our awareness
that we should together deepen our knowledge about our globe
that will be applied for the etemal life and well-being of
mankind.

Ladies and Gentlemen;

History shows that science and technology have succeeded
in overcoming various problems confronting mankind. For this
reason, we are also paying great attention to the mastery of
both science and technology. We hope that both science and
technology will enable us to deal as well as possible with a

host of problems caused by natural disasters.

Apparently, the scientific and technological mastery is not
evenly disseminated. We witness with deep concem the wide
gap existing between the advanced industrial and developing
countries in terms of scientific and technological mastery. On
the one hand, sustained by enormous funds, the industrialized
countries have enjoyed very rapid advancement in both science
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and technology. On the other hand, in developing countries,
man is still mired in backwardness.

Efforts have been made to have an even dissemination of
scientific and technological mastery amongst nations through
the activities within the framework of the United Nations and

other intemational organizations, as well as through bilateral
and multilateral cooperation.

However, experience shows that all of this has not been
enough. Scientific and technological mastery must, first of all,
become the awareness and responsibility of the individual coun-
try. In other words, developing countries must also be
self-supporting in the field of science and technology.

This is the reason why we pay great attention to the

enhancement of human resources in our development. Through
such enhancement and scientific meetings like the present one.
scientists from developing countries can exchange their ideas
and experiences, and also help each other, with scientists from
developed nations.

We hope this conference would draw up several action
plans and make efforts to apply science and technology aimed
at enhancing our abilities to make prediction on climatic and

weather changes and raise the capabilities to anticipate disasters
and, at the same time, to preserve our planet earth.

The draught and forest fires that afflict us, as well as

floods in a number of countries, show the inter linkages of
natural phenomena on this earth.

The climate and weather in one place affect those in other
areas. The sea current moves freely from one ocean to another.
ignoring state boundaries. Therefore, the only way to under-
stand about climate and weather is by establishing the closest
possible cooperation amongst nations.

Many world experts have also been cooperating to study
the El Nino phenomenon, which is often blamed for a host of
draughts and floods in different places. This shows the impor-
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tance of an international cooperation in scientific research and

assessment related to the climate and weather. Indonesia is
delighted to join world-class experts in the current research and

assessment of the climate and weather.

Hopefully, the present intemational conference could en-

courage the assessment of the climate and weather and their
wide-ranging impacts, and formulate the best possible cooperation,

both at the national and intemational levels.

Imbued with these hopes, in concluding, I hereby declare

the International Conference on Science and Technology for the

Assessment of Global Environment Change and lts Impact on

Indonesian Maritime Continent officially opened.

My best wishes for a successful conference'

May the One and Only God bestow His divine blessings

on all of us.

Thank you.
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