As Our Conference Ends...

It has been a great conference! I think it ex-
ceeded our expectadonsin terms of participa-
tion and presentations. Total attendance is over
400 representing 39 countries from around the
world.

The keynote speakers, Bob Grant from
NFPA, JeanClaude Mercier, Dr.Jean Paul Lanly,
Chuck Lankester, Philippe Boulle, and Dale
Robertson on Monday set the stage for the rest of
the week and each session has built on that foun-
dation bringing us to the close today when Dr.
Bob Lee will summarize and bring together all
that we have heard this week and John
Goodman will provide a futuring
view of global wildland
fire management and in-
ternational cooperative ef-
forts.

The Round-Table Issues
lunch on Tuesday was tremen-
dous. Each and every one of
you are to be commended for the great
ideasbroughtforward. Lunch- eon Chairman,
Dave Wright, andall the facilitators who agreed
to help out did a fantastic job—we all thank you.

I want to especially thank the Session chairs;
Jean Claude Mercier, Jesus Cardena, Giancarlo
Calabri, Lee Barkow, Bill Sommers, and Bill
McCleese for yourcontributions. And, of course,
thankstoall the speakers whocommitted the time
and energy to develop presentations and speak at
the Conference.

Planning for the Conference began over 2

r

~cial mention

years ago, and I can’t say enough about efforts of
the planning committee, staffand volunteers who
have put so much into making this a successful
conference. If you have ever been involved in
something like this, you know that as smooth as
everything appeared to run, there were hun-
dreds of details and problems that had
to be dealt with everyday.

Of this group spe-

needs

to be made
of asmall group that
have beeninvolved since the
beginning, over 2 years ago. Dennis

Dube, Paul Weeden, and Bob Mutch, thank
you for your perserverance. Aaron Mastache of
SARH was the other original member of the
Program Committee, and Gay Almquist joined
the team in progress.

There are many more: Gary Tokle, then Bill
Baden at NFPA; John Marker and Bob Swinford
from the U.S. Forest Service and John Bethea,
National Association of State Foresters who
served as Conference Co-Managers. Planning
Committee Chairs and Members: Exhibits and
Advertising - Roger Erb, BLM; Bill Fishcer,
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