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FROM THE PRESS

Historical Stearn Engine on Repair Trip Causes 20 Wildfires

Meiningen/Schweinfurt (Germany) On Monday afternoon an historical steam engine caused around 20
wildfires and kept 140 fire fighters busy between Schweinfurt and Meiningen. The historical steam engine,
owned by a private company, was on its way from Stuttgart to the "Steam Engine Factory Meimingen". In
the beginning several small fires were recorded between Poppenhausen and Kronungen, where the flames
were burning in a hackneyed grainfield. Later on 15 other wildfires in the Rhon-Grabfeld district were
recorded. Because of the accumulation of the burnings along the railroad, it was soon thereafter
discovered who the responsible culprit was, since its sparks had given it away. The train was thereafter
taken out of commission at the train station in Bad Neustadt. According to the police report, "the
locomotive had to first let off some steam". The journey could then only be continued by the towing of
another diesel engine. The factory in Meiningen 1s the only factory in Europe which is able to repair
historical steam engines. Its main customers are private railway companies, museums, and raillway clubs.

Source: ddpADN, 27 August 1997






