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Climate-Disturbance Interactions in Boreal Forest Ecosystems  
 

12th International Boreal Forest Research Association Conference 
3-7 May 2004, Fairbanks, Alaska 

 
(For up to date information visit http://www.lter.uaf.edu/ibfra/default.cfm) 

 
 
 
The Bonanza Creek Long Term Ecological Research Program and the International 
Boreal Forest Research Association (IBFRA) announce an international science 
conference on “Climate-Disturbance Interactions in Boreal Forest Ecosystems” to be held 
in Fairbanks, Alaska 3 - 7 May 2004 at the Fairbanks Princess Riverside Lodge. 
 
 
Background 
 
The boreal forest, which is the second most extensive terrestrial biome on earth, 
represents a wood resource of global significance that is an important part of the cultural 
and economic wealth of northern countries.  During the relatively brief (10,000 yr) 
history of the boreal forest in its current location, it has experienced radical changes in 
climate, vegetation, and fauna. Warming during the last 30 years has been associated with 
warming and melting of permafrost, changes in growth rates of dominant trees, increased 
area burned, insect outbreaks, and changes in vertebrate populations.  The causal links 
among these changes and their implications for the functioning of the boreal forest and 
the people who inhabit this region are not completely understood. The structure and 
functioning of the boreal forest determines and is influenced by its disturbance regime.  
Fire, insect outbreaks, timber harvest, and flooding are important disturbances.  The 
extent and distribution of these disturbances are changing rapidly as climate warms, 
human populations grow, and socioeconomic conditions change.  To understand the 
current and future structure, diversity, and functioning of the boreal forest, it is important 
to understand how climate and disturbance interact and the implications of these 
interactions for ecological, economic, and cultural sustainability of the boreal forest. 
 
 
Objectives 
 
The objectives of the 12th IBFRA Conference are: 
 

• To present and discuss the current scientific understanding of climate-disturbance 
interactions in the circumboreal region. 

 
• To discuss the unique ecological, economic, and social conditions that influence 

management decisions regarding disturbance, climate change impacts, and 
adaptation to climate change in the boreal region, 
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• To bring a circumpolar perspective to research initiatives, and 
 

• To foster cooperation and an exchange of ideas among countries in the 
circumpolar boreal forest.   

 
 
Program Committee 
 
Dr. A. D. McGuire, Chair  University of Alaska/USGS, United States 
Dr. M. Apps   Canadian Forest Service, Canada 
Dr. F.S. Chapin III  University of Alaska, United States 
Dr. S. Conard   USDA Forest Service, United States 
Dr. M. Fukuda   Hokkaido University, Japan 
Dr. T. Karjalainen  Finnish Forest Research Institute, Finland 
Dr. S. Linder   Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Sweden 
Dr. D. Schulze   Max-Planck Institute for Biogeochemistry, Germany 
Dr. A. Shvidenko  Int. Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, Austria 
Dr. E. Vaganov  V.N. Sukachev Institute of Forest Research, Russia 
Dr. C. Wirth   Max-Planck Institute for Biogeochemistry, Germany 
 
 
Who Should Attend? 
 

• Researchers and students in academia, government, and industry 
 

• Forest managers and industry leaders 
 

• Non-governmental organizations, government and policy advisors, and others 
interested in the implications of climate-disturbance interactions in boreal forest 
ecosystems. 

 
 
Important Dates 
 

• Deadline for Submission of Abstracts November 1, 2003 
• Notification to Authors   December 19, 2003 
• Conference Dates    May 3 – 7, 2004 
• Submission of Papers for Publication  September 1, 2004 

 
 
Call for Presentations 
 
 We invite oral and posters presentations, presented in English, on the following 
topics: 
 

• Regional and landscape controls over disturbance regimes 
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• Impacts of climate and disturbance on forest function and structure 
• Impacts of forest function and structure on climate and disturbance regimes 
• Economic, trade, and forest product issues associated with climate-disturbance 

interactions 
• Studies of ecological, economic, and cultural sustainability in the boreal forest 
 
 

Abstract Submission 
 
A call for abstracts is currently underway.  

Submissions for both verbal and poster presentations will be published in a Program and 
Abstracts publication to be issued to delegates during conference registration. In addition, 
we anticipate selected papers will be published as conference proceedings in an 
international, peer-reviewed scientific journal within the year following the conference. 

Scientific and Editorial Reviews All abstracts will be reviewed for scientific content by 
members of the conference Publications Committee. A committee member will contact 
the author directly to discuss any questions or discrepancies, and ensure any required 
changes are made. Author should be prepared to make needed revisions on short notice. 
Failure to respond in a timely manner could result in the abstract not being printed.  

Following content review, abstracts will be edited for spelling, grammar, punctuation, 
and to ensure they conform to length requirements. Authors (or previously-designated 
alternate) will be sent their revised abstract to review, with a very short deadline to reply. 
Again, failure to respond in a timely manner could result in the abstract not being printed. 

* Note: In the case of multiple authorship, all correspondence will be with the first author 
listed, or a previously-designated alternate. 

First- listed author or designee's submission of final, approved version will constitute 
legal permission for IBFRA to publish as per above. 

Submission Deadline Please ensure all abstracts are received by the Chair of the Program 
Committee no later than Nov. 1, 2003. Earlier submissions are encouraged. How and 
Where to Submit Abstracts should be submitted directly to the Chair of the Program 
Committee (ffadm@uaf.edu) in electronic form as email attachments. Microsoft Word 
documents (.doc) and plain text (.txt) are acceptable file formats. Format and Style 
Abstracts should be results oriented; very briefly state the main objectives and 
methodology of the research being reported, then discuss the results and indicate 
principal conclusions. Focus on the work being reported, omitting phrases such as, "This 
presentation will ...".  

Other guidelines include: 

• Written in English (American spelling and grammar) 
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• May be divided into paragraphs to facilitate readability 
• Maximum of 400 words, including title, authors' names and affiliations 
• 12-point Times New Roman font 
• Spell out acronyms and abbreviations (other than standard scientific symbols) on 

first reference 
• Minimize use of unusual symbols to aid in transmission and software translation 
• No figures, tables or references 
• Use period for decimal notation 
• Use superscripts with metric units to indicate multiplication or division (50 g C 

ha-2 yr-1); periods are unnecessary 
• Billions = 109, trillions = 1012 
• In equations, leave spaces on either side of +, -, and = signs 
• Italicize scientific species names 
• Standard abbreviations: 

kilo = k 
ton = t 
hour = h 
day = d 
year = yr 

 Abstracts for presentations will be published in the Abstracts Book subject to peer 
review.  The Program Committee will select presentations on the basis of the abstracts 
and will notify authors by December 19, 2003. 
 
 
Proceedings 
 
 Presented work may be published in one or more special issues of journals, 
subject to peer review.  Deadline for receipt of papers will be 1 September, 2004.  
 
 
Preliminary Program 
 
 Sunday, 2 May 12 – 4 pm  Optional Tour of Fairbanks 
 
 Monday, 3 May 8 am to noon  Registration 
    Noon to 4 pm  Opening, Theme 1 Presentations 
    7 to 10 pm  Poster Session and Reception 
 
 Tuesday, 4 May 8 to 9 am  Final Registration 
    9 am to 4 pm  Theme 2 Presentations 
    7 to 9 pm  Poster Session and Reception 
 
 Wednesday, 5 May 9 am to noon  Theme 3 Presentations 
    Noon to 4 pm  Afternoon Tours 
    6 to 9 pm  Optional Banquet 
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 Thursday, 6 May 9 am to 4 pm  Theme 4 Presentations 
    7 to 9 pm  Poster Session and Reception 
 
 Friday, 7 May   9 am to 4 pm  Theme 5 Presentations 
    4 to 5 pm  Closing of Conference 
 
 Saturday, 8 May 8 am to 8 pm  Post-conference Tour(s) 
 
Themes will be announced at the time of author notification. 
 
 
Tentative Costs (final costs will be available in January 2004) 
 
Tentative Registration Fee:  $200 - $300 US 
Optional City Tour:   $25 
Optional Banquet   $35 
 
The conference fee covers conference attendance, one afternoon tour, food at receptions, 
and one copy of the Abstract Book. 
 
 


