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July 12, 2004
ASEAN Secretariat as the Interim ASEAN Coordinating Centre - The report is compiled by the ASEAN Secretariat based on feedback from relevant ASEAN member countries and will be updated on a regular basis - 

Report of Current Situation 

Scattered afternoon showers and isolated thunderstorms were observed in Sumatra and Kalimantan. NOAA 12 satellite (09:12 UTC) detected two (2) hotspots in Sumatra and Kalimantan, respectively. 

The air quality in Sumatra, Peninsular Malaysia and Borneo has returned to normal condition. Hotspots activities have remained subdued. A temporary reprieve from the haze situation is expected. 

Slightly below normal rainfall is expected in Sumatra and Kalimantan. The situation is still critical in Sumatra and Kalimantan as land clearing activities normally increase during the period of July to August. Close monitoring and greater vigilance still have to be maintained as land and forest fires and the resulting spells of moderate smoke haze can still be expected from time to time until September or early October. 

Resources Mobilised and Actions Taken 

PUSDALKARHUTLA (Coordinating Centres for Land and Forest Fire Control) of Riau and West Kalimantan Provinces are monitoring the situation closely to anticipate any occurrence of fire. The Provincial Government of Riau and the One Roof Mechanism team are currently processing a law suit to 10 companies suspected of doing open burning. The Provincial Government of West Kalimantan continues its investigation on companies suspected of doing open burning in their concession/plantation areas. 

Fires detected a few days ago in Malaysia have now been put off completely. Singapore continuously provides updated information on the air quality to the public. The ASEAN Specialised Meteorological Centre (ASMC) continues to provide satellite information on hotspots and smoke haze to relevant Indonesia’s Ministries and Provincial Governments. 

The 15th Joint Meeting of the Subregional Firefighting Arrangement (SRFA) involving Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore will be held in Pekanbaru, Indonesia. The meeting will be followed by a field visit to a fire location near Pekanbaru. Consultations are being held to confirm the dates. 
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Meteorological Services Department: Hazy conditions due to water condensation
July 12, 2004
The Star - By Yam Phui Yee - PETALING JAYA: The condensation of water around smoke and dust particles created the haze-like situation in the Klang Valley yesterday, said the Meteorological Services Department. 

Its Control Forecast Office director, Kang Thean Shong, said there was no haze but its return would depend on the situation in Sumatra, Kalimantan and Peninsular Malaysia where open burning were previously detected. 

He said yesterday's visibility level of 9km was caused by the high humidity level from recent showers. 

This could be seen from the formation of dark, rain clouds in the surrounding areas, he added. 

“It is not really hazy. Whether or not the haze will recur will depend on new hotspots,” he said during the Client Day event organised by the department and the Chemistry Department. 

As of Friday, no hotspots were found in Sumatra, Kalimantan and Peninsular Malaysia indicating that the situation was improving. 

In his speech, department director-general Chow Kok Kee thanked the public for relying on the department's weather forecast. 

He said there were people who remembered the days when the forecasts “turned out wrong” but conveniently forgot the many days they were accurate. 

Chow added that on the average, the department's forecast was 75% accurate.

