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 IMCG CONGRESS 2004 
MANAGEMENT CHALLENGES FOR WETLANDS, MIRES AND PEATLANDS IN THE 21ST CENTURY.
10 – 27 September 2004

You are invited to participate in the 2004 International Mire Conservation Group’s (IMCG) Congress in Southern Africa (Lesotho and South Africa) from  10 – 27 September 2004.  
THE CONGRESS PROGRAMME:

Pre-congress Field trip: 10 – 23 September 2004 

Theme: Southern African Mires and peatlands

Venue: South Africa and Lesotho – detailed programme attached

Workshop (for SADC wetlanders, all welcome): 19 September 2003

Theme: Management and Restoration of southern African wetlands and mires.

Venue: Maseru, Lesotho 

Symposium (scientific presentations): 24 – 25 September 2004 

Theme: Management challenges for Wetlands, Mires and Peatlands in the 21st Century.

Venue: Paarl, close to Cape Town, South Africa

IMCG General Assembly: 26 September 2004

Venue: Paarl, close to Cape Town
COST:

Total Package: Euro 1100 (ZARR8 800). 

Please note that transport to and from South Africa are not included.
NOTE: Participants from African counties

A special rate applies for participants from African counties who wish to present papers or posters at the symposium. Join us for any part of the field trip at ZAR 50 a day (accommodation and transport to site [but not on site]) excluded. Please contact the South African organizers for more details. Participants from other developing countries can contact the IMCG secretariat for assistance – contact details below.

Special Intra-African Rate (all inclusive package): ZAR 4850 (Only applicable if participant is delivering a paper or poster).
Please note that this rate is not applicable to commercial companies.

Pre-congress Field trip only:  Euro 950.  African country delegates could contact us for discount packages. All costs included, but not transport to and from South Africa

Workshop (for SADC wetlanders, other delegates also welcome): 20 September 2004: Zero cost. But African countries’ delegates not attending the Pre-congress fieldtrip must register for this event if you want to qualify for a transport and accommodation allowance by 31 July 2004.

Symposium (scientific presentations) only: Registration cost: Euro 250. African country rate: R250 per day. Accommodation and food included but not transport to Paarl.

IMCG General Assembly:  No cost, but you must arrange own accommodation and transport if you are not attending the Pre-congress fieldtrip.

EXCURSION SCHEDULE:

10 September 2004: 

· Arrival at Johannesburg International Airport, South Africa.

· Welcoming Dinner at Rietvlei Nature Reserve, Pretoria at 17H00

· Accommodation: St George Guest Lodge, Irene
(Gauteng Province, South Africa)

 11 September 2004: 

· Visit Highveld karst fens: old peat mining and peatland restoration sites in Rietvlei Nature Reserve.

· Travel to the Eastern Escarpment Plateau

· Visit some reed/segde fens in Grassveld biome: Lakenvlei Peatland and Verloren Vallei Mire Ramsar Site

· Accommodation: Dullstroom

(Mpumalanga Province, South Africa)

12 September 2004:
· Travel to the Eastern Seabord: Kosi Bay 

· Visit the subtropical swampforest and the Kosi Bay Ramsar Site 

· Accommodation: Kosi Bay

(KwaZulu-Natal Province, South Africa)

13 September 2004:
· Visit pristine mires and sites with subsistence farming in Subtropical reed/sedge and swampforest interdune fens

· Enjoy coastal lakes and the warm Indian Ocean.

· Accommodation: Kosi Bay

(KwaZulu-Natal Province, South Africa)

14 September 2004:
· Travel to the hart of the Greater St Lucia Wetland Park (World Heritage and Ramsar sites).

· Visit the Vasi Pan peatland en route and experience the dramatic recovery of a mire devastated by afforestation.

· Enjoy the mangroves and the estuary on a sunset boat cruise at St. Lucia

· Accommodation: Cape Vidal, St Lucia

(KwaZulu-Natal Province, South Africa)

15 September 2004:
· Visit the 45 000 year old active Mfabeni fen and swamp forests.

· Mfabeni is part of Greater St Lucia Wetland Park World Heritage Site (that includes coral reefs, estuaries, lakes and mires, lots of wetlands  and 

· the BIG 5: Lion/ leopard, Elephant, Buffalo, Rhino plus Hippo’s!!  - 

· We are spending the whole day on this wonderful mire: A paradise for peat corers and fauna and flora enthusiasts, alike!

· Accommodation: Cape Vidal, St Lucia

(KwaZulu-Natal Province, South Africa)

16 September 2004:
· Travel towards the Kingdom of Lesotho and 

· Visit the Waterval Vley mire en route at Braamhoek.

· A parts of this scenic percolation mire on the Great Escarpment along the Drakensberg is destined to become a dam for a pump storage scheme.

·  Accommodation: Braamhoek in the Cave 
(Free State Province, South Africa)

17 September 2004:

· Travel into Lesotho via the Golden Gate in the Maloti Transfrontier Park

· Visit a mosaic of mire, wetland and streams in an ancient oxbow in the Mountain Kingdom.

· Accommodation: Oxbow Lodge

(Lesotho)

18 September 2004:

· Visit the Unique interbedded gravel/peat alluvial fan mires at 3000 m a.m.s.l. on the roof of Africa!

· Some pristine, some impacted on as a result of Lesotho Highland Development Water Transfer Scheme to South Africa.

· We are spending the whole day on these wonderful mountain mires: Once again a paradise for peat corers and fauna and flora enthusiasts, alike!

· Accommodation: Oxbow Lodge

(Lesotho)

19 September 2004:

· Travel to Maseru, the capital of Lesotho.

· Join us for a Worksop on southern African wetlands, mires and peatlands, or

· Enjoy a day browsing through Maseru or travel through the foothills of the Maloti mountains

· Accommodation: Maseru

(Lesotho)

20 September 2004:

· Travel to the southern seaboard via the Karoo.

· Enjoy a day travelling through a panorama of landscapes. 

· Accommodation: Cradock

(Eastern Cape Province, South Africa)

21 September 2004: 

· Travel through the Karoo and enter the Fynbos Floral Kingdom: the smallest but richest floral kingdom in the world.

· Visit the palmiet (Pronium Serratum) fens in the Cape Fold Mountains on the Garden Route.

· Accommodation: Tsitsikamma

(Eastern Cape Province, South Africa)

22 September 2004: 

· Travel along the Garden Route through a landscape of coast, forests and lakes

· Visit the Groenvlei Lake and mire and the Vankersvelvlei “spagnum dominated floating moor”.

· Accommodation: De Hoop

(Western Cape Province, South Africa)

23 September 2004: 

· Visit the De Hoop Nature Reserve and Ramsar site

· Travel to and visit L’Agulhas, the southern most point of the continent of Africa, close to the De Mond Ramsar Site

· Travel to our symposium venue at Paarl

· Accommodation: Paarl (at symposium venue)

(Western Cape Province, South Africa)

24 & 25 September 2004:

· Symposium (scientific presentations)

· Theme: Management challenges for Wetlands, Mires and Peatlands in the 21st Century.

· Venue: Paarl, close to Cape Town.
· Accommodation: Paarl

(Western Cape Province, South Africa)

26 September 2004:

· IMCG General Assembly

· Accommodation: Paarl

(Western Cape Province, South Africa)

27 September 2004:

· Departure from South Africa

· International Flights are available from Cape Town

· Tour Bus will travel back to Johannesburg International Airport from Cape Town (Please Note: 16 hour route!)

FIELD CONDITIONS:  

Normal wetland field conditions and normal footwear for mire/wetlands: 

 Gum / water boots. 

NOTE: Dangerous animals (Elephant, Buffalo, Hippo, Crocodile etc) might be

 present in mires and wetlands.

 Anti-malaria precautions are recommended for Kosi Bay.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:  

· Visas and passports are required for entering the Kingdom of Lesotho and South Africa.
· Cost determined at ZAR 8 to 1 Euro (might be subject to change).

PAYMENTS:

Payments could be made to:

Name: IMPESA
Bank: ABSA 

SWIFT CODE: ABSAZAJJCPT
Branch: Silverton, RSA
Branch Code/ Bank Clearance No: 33 444 5
Account No: 405 727 1173

 

Please come and join us in southern Africa. Accompanying persons are welcome.

Piet-Louis Grundling

IMCG - AFRIKA

P.O. Box 912924
SILVERTON
0127

South Africa

e-mail:  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ peatland@mweb.co.za
tel/fax: + 27 12 808 5342

cell: + 27 12 83 231 3489
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