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district. At times, we'l1 have our crews and equip-

ment ready, but either the humidity is too low and

the fires would be too flashy, or the wind is too

strong and we'd be dealing with a dicey situation to
meet permit requirements. So we have to wait.

The county has the right to limit the number of
burns or a certain acreage of burns anytime; so

even for such innocuous fires as prescribed burns,
on a "non-burn day" we're the ones who sort of
pul1 that short straw.

On private wildlife presen/es, like Creighton,

we can use more than our professional Nature

Conservancy staff. We make an announcement to
our membership in our newsletter and to folks on

our mailing 1ist. They can come out and volunteer
to he1p, either preparing black lines or handling
suppression or foliow-up. If the interested public
(especially urbanites) has a chance to actuaily be

part ofthese grassland fires and see the beneficial
results, to understand that fire has been-and
probably stil1 can and shouid be-a natural part of

grasslands, that it keeps the

grasslands in grasses

Fine Suels
A lishhirr srikr sh[5 a
lirir grair rd rcedler.
Tltst tlrshr fu*L" btrn
iur!l'l\

Aue*r(ds finrs:
ff*ulcrilrilr oil
Wmranos lno FoRrsrs
Stepheh l. Pyne.997, Forest
History Society, 7ot Vickers
Ave., Durham, NC z77ot.

919/682-9319.

Start here, The best short
summary of US witdland fire
history availabte: aborigina[,
frontier, suppressed, and
prescribed. -PW

Txr
Ecorocv
or Frne
Robert t.

An academic bool< but the
most inclusive of ecological
thought and fire's impacts
on natural communities.
*PW

Fire Web Sites
Slrrllrrr Frnr Arms
(NASA)
http : //mod arch. gsfc. n asa

lttenruattonaL FoREsr
Frne News (UN)
www. ru f . u n i - fre i b u rg. d e

/fireglobe.
Published by the Gtobat

Fire Monitoring Center, a

gold mine of links to gtobal
fire data and project
d escri pt ions.

Narrorual lrrsnacrHcY
Frnr Crnrsn (USA)
www.nifc.gov. '

Current news, updates,
agencies, [inks to fires.

U.S. Fonrsr Ssnvrce
Frnr Sorrwnne

play with virtual fire. 
,

I rrenHnrrouaL
Assoctattot or :

Wrrolaro Frnr (IAWF) 
,

Boorsrone

Underctnry
Ar thc ]'ine lirel! huril. lhe!
!.h."r rhr .hltn ,r,,i ,nill
Ir-,c\ Pr.1n..,r,n! rar,s.: rhr
urd.sb( t, b;cmse hrt aild
dry r**gh u burn.

Cmwn !'ire
Pr.:hr:atin! irfi& lhf surlale lirt
crmiri:retiwili rvil{ :rllo*s
rirr l'ira h i10\,e itrt, iild
lortsr rarrp1,. 

.lii1i

fireline
\'ejrelnljr)*, b6nalrcs, lnd reldles
*re cleared to rnineral soil tr
fiake a Iirr wide eio{!-h to st p
{he fi*'A .lierd.

i$il[1'ffitufts,l:ir]]:;:, "

Dery Frns Srtuatroll
Reponr (USA)
w ww. n i fc. g ov /n ew s /si t re pt
.html.

Current news of ongoing
fires and a year-to-date
summary.

Snrrrltrr Sunvsv
Cunnrnr Fr*r Everrs
(NOAA)
www. ose i.n oaa.g ov /Eve n ts
/Fires/index.html.

UN Euvrnormrnr
Pnocnlru Frns Sunvey
www, g r i d. u n e p. ch /fi res.

GLoelL Frnr( Aulruareo
Yrrn)
h t t p : //m o d a rch.g sfc. n o sa
. g ov /fi re_at lo s /m ovi es
/FtRE_ANIMATtON.GtF

U.S. Fonrsr Senvrcr
Frns Welrxrn Dlra
www.fs.fed.us/fire
/plonning/nist.

ltre nmlx Frns Wrs
Plce
www.firewise.org.

Sp0ttin$
\lin{ls ami c!nrdtor r}u\e
Lh. loliirg ol.mhen anrl
bumiog nratcrirl ahrrd r,l the
nrin,irc.'lhcr "finhranrtr"
rtafl ncw iirc!.
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Video Access
WILDLAND FIRE: Hout
CAN Ws LrvE WrrH lr?
DANR Communication
Services, lJnive $ity of
klifornio. ig97; t4 minutes.
$za, DANR Communicotion
S e rvice- P u b licotio n s (Video
No. V97"1), 57ot San Pabla
Avenue, 0okland, CA 945o8.
8oo /gg4-884g, S to/642 -

243 4 d a n rcs@ucdaui s. ed u,
h tt p : //d on rcs@ ucd avi s.edu,

The heat is up over the
issue of open and natural
fire in wildtands affecting
civilization-creeping sum-
mer homes and subdivi-
sions. This stick video oh-
so-carefu[ly offers pros,
cons, action, and opposi-
tion, with the ultimate
refrain, "tet3 talk." - PW

U.S, fonrsr Senvrce
Vroso Lrananv
No cost except return
postage. Audience
Plonners, lnc, 5j4t Derry
Avenue, Suite Q, Agaura
Hills, CA gBat. 9aa1683-

fi66, 818/85i-12j3,
h tt p : //ww w. r 5. fs. fed. us

fuidea.
The Forest Service main-

tains a great tibrary of
videos (and fitms and slide
shows converted to video)

and wildflowers,
that it keeps

perennial
woody vegeta-

tion from
encroaching,

I hope they'd
come to under-
stand fire as

good news. &

www,wi ld fi re m ag azi n e. co m

/baakstor.shtml.

8oo books and videos.
for starters.

on subiects ranging from
Forest Service careers, to
the destruction of Native
American archaeological
site5 on public lands, to fire-
fighting technique and his'
tory. 5ome are available in
close-captioned versions.
See Video site (above).

Fonrsr Srraoxrcnasrns
t948; z7 minutes. Program
No. Vz?tt.

This historicat training
film follows a lookout. He

backpacks to singte-hand-
edty extinguish a tightning
fire {using only a shoveI and
a Pulaski). Absolutety mat-
ter-of-fact, without glamor-
ization {or discussion of fire-
management). You can't
help admiring the fortitude
of the solitary smokechaser.
*MKS

FIFTY YEARS WIlH
Sraorrv Brln
1993; 2j fiinutes. Program
No. Vz78o.

Smokey may be the
greatest success story in
the history of advertising;
he's second only to Santa
Ctaus in name/face recogni-
tion. Meet the artist who
put him in pants, and sing
the Smol<ey song along with
Roy Rogers. -MKS
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December 16,19999

Johann G. Goldammer
Fire Ecology Research Group
The Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC)
Max Planck Institute for Chemistry
c/o Freiburg University
P.O.Box
D-79085 Freiburg
GERMANY

Dear Johann:

I wanted to get you a personal copy of our winter issue with a note of thanks. I appreciate
the effort you put into our communications and the good counsel you provided along the
way.

The access information for IFFN and the Global Fire Monitoring Center (page 64) looks
very good, well placed and following a strong article on restorative burns. I hope you'll
also enjoy reading the other articles on fire in its many, many forms.

It was a pleasure working with you, Johann. Have a wonderful holiday season.

Warmest wishes,

-1,r"t" fr^rr^
Nicole Parizeau
Senior Editor

EDlroRlAt Boano: Srtvr BARNETT, suE HAIL, wEs JAcxsoti, JenoH LANtER, JERRy Mltorn, Vr;rvl NAGARA,AN, Sxanylr pATToN, GoDFREy REGGto,
Wolrcllc sAcHs, GARY SNYDER, ANDREw wElL , WHILE EARTH ts puBLrsHED av Polrt Fourolrror, I NoilpRoFrr EDU6AT9NAL oRGAr{rzATtol{.


