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OKuannms «Oluoﬂovlds SYI 7 v eopyu l'Koﬂvmpap oto AlE-MIE
«H kAipatikh aAdayh npénei va yivel peyano

noAdItiko Bépa»

«H Kotk ailayn TpEnel va yivel

nEYGAo ToATIKO Ospnon
KAIMATIKH AAAATH /ZaBBato 4 Avyovstov 2018, 08:14:02 / / IInyn: AIIE-MIIE

[Ipdkertar yoo Tov KopvPaio, moyKoouing, Kadnynt oe Bépata TupKoyldV Kot KALOTIKNG
aAlayng, épxetan dg, oty EAAGSa amd to 1985, g ek ToUTOL €ivar APLoTOG YVADGTNG NG
eMnvikng mpaypatikotntos. To AOnvaiko-Maxedovikd Tlpaxtopeio Ewdnoewv eviomice tov
IMoyav TI'eéopyx T['kOAvtapep, kabnynt «Oworoyiog tov ITupkayudvy oto @nuicpévo
Ivotitovto Mag IMhavk tov IMavemomuiov tov dpdpnovpyk, povadikd otnv Evpomn
KaOnynt otov topéa avtd ko emikepoing tov «llaykdopov Kévipov IMapakorovbnong
IMupxaywdvy (Global Fire Monitoring Center - GFMC) tov OHE.

H Baocum aitio TG QOVIKNG Kot KATAGTPOPIKNG TuPKAYLIS 6To MATL TV <) dALoiwo Tov
(QLOIKOV TOTIOL KOt 1 GAAAYY] XPNONG YNS», EMoNUaivel 6T cuvévievén tov oto AITE-MITE
o ['oyav I'kéopyk I'kdAvtopep, mpocBétovtog 0Tt 1 ahdayr] cvvnBeldV £xel 0ONYNOEL GTNV
eykataienyn g vraifpov. Kot katabéter v npodtaom, «va ekmovndel éva eBvikd, "oloTtikod
ox£010" Y10 TNV TPOAN YT Kol OVTILETOTION TETOU®V KATACTPOPADV OT®S 6T0 MATL).

IMa 1o 11 Ba mpémet va kévovv dpeca ot EAAnveg 0 maykoopimg kopu@aiog €101KOG AEEL GTO
AITE-MIIE: «OAot, 6yt poévo ot EAinveg, mpémel va TpocavatoMoToOUE TPOS TIG LETAPOAEG
OV QEPVEL M KMUOTIKY oAAayr. Oa elvar em®Ovvo, O10TL TPEMEL VO ATTOYOUPETICOVIE
OpoTIKG cvVNOElEG TOL TOPEABOVTOS, (OTE VO KOTUGTGOLUE YEVIKA TO TePPdAlov
avOEKTIKO OMEVOVTL GE TETOLEG AKPOieg KOUPIKES KOTAGTAGES. No OOy OpPET|GOVUE ). TO
TOALL TOAEOSOUIKA TTPOTLTO KOl v oyedtdloovpe Orot pall poakporpodbecpa. H xhpotikn
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aAdoyn Tpémel va yivel peydho moltikd 0¢pa. Eivar modd onpavtikd, d10tt Oa kabopicetl tnv
peAlovtikn eEEMEN tov koopov. EmiPailetar va yivel £6Tm Kol v TOVEGE.

210 gpOTNUA €GV MTaV duvat) 1 KATAGPEST dV0 TOLTOXPOVA £EEMGCOUEVMV TUPKAYIDV
o OLTIKN Kot avatoMkn ATtikr amavtd: «Oyt, 6101t 6to Mdtt 1 Tuprayld eeliytnre evtog
Myov Aemtdvy, pe v mpdcebetn emionpaveon 0Tt akdun Kot ot Apepikavoi mupocPéoteg
AOLVOTOVV VO OVTILETOTIGOVV TUPKAYIEG, Pe avERoVG 120 ythopéTpav Ty dpa.

Ynroypoppiletl, t€hog, 10 porAo mov Emanav 1 avoapyn dounon Kot ot otevol, adEEodot
dpoépotl eved oto gpdtnuo tov Ilpaktopeiov yuo edv NTav duvary N ekkévoon oto Mdtt o
kaOnyntg I'kdivtapep amavtd, emukolodpuevog ) 01ebvr| eumepio Ko mait: «OyL, o€ avTég
TG ovvONKeg 10 TVYXOV GYES0 eKkEVOONG Ogv Ba PUTOPoLGE Vo €YEL AEITOLPYNGEL, UE
O€JOUEVO OTL «M POTLA EMEKTAONKE TAPO TOAD YPNYOPO KOl LU PEYAAT SPUOTITON.

AxoAovBel To mANpeg Keipevo g ouvévtevéng Tov kabnynt) I'oxav I'kéopyk I'kOAvTOpEp
otov Avtovn [ToAvypovakn yuo to AOnvaikd/Makedoviko [paxtopeio Edncewmv:

Ep.: Kdpie kaOnyntd, mord tav n Paciki ortio TS KOTAGTPOPIKNG TUPKAYLAS GTO
Mar g ATTIKNG;

Am.: To mAéov ocvykpicyo mapdostypa givor or mepovég mupkayeg g [loptoyoriag pe
toug mepinov 100 vekpovg. Ot Paoctkn| artio efvar id1a: 11 0AAOIGT TOV PLGIKOL TOTOV KoLl M
OVTIKOTAGTOCT) TOL UE £VO PETAUOVTIEPVO TOTIO, GTO 0TOio o1 cLYYpovol avBpwmor BELOLY
dwkaroroynuéva va {ovv. Ipdkettar yio avtd 10 mapddoo g dafiwone ot evomn Kot Tov
Kvdovov ov Opm¢ gykvpovel. H avéoavopevn actugiiia kot ot GUVETEIEG TNG 001 YOUV TOVLG
avOpomovg oe OA0 TOV KOGUO ££® amd TIC MOAELS TO0 Kaiokaipt. Etol kot otnv ABnva ot
moAiteg 0EAovv va amodpdoovv, givar Aaytdpa aAAd kol avaykn. To amotélecpa givor OPMG
otL o yopud eEopaviovior Kot HETARAALOVIOL GE OIKIGHOVG, £V KOvelS dev aoyoleiton
BéPara cvoTnuoTIKA pE TNV Yewpyia 1) TNV KTnvotpooia. Kot avtd £xel moAAEG cuVETELEG.

Ep.: loiég onhadn;

Am.: TInyaivouv ekel avtol mov ey® ovopdlm cvyypovovg vopades. Eivor movevpomaikd
eowvopevo. Topabepilovv ekel, 0AAE OV 0GYOAOVVTOL GLGTNUATIKA e GLVNOELS TAANIOTEPQ
oT0 YOPLL OPACTNPLOTNTEG, Ol ONOIEG GUVETAYOVIAV TNV GCLOTNUOTIKY KOTOVAA®GN NG
euTiKng Propdlog amd ta (ma, aryompdPata 1 ayerddec. Tote dev vanpyav eveAekTa dEVTPQL
Kol ywvotay ypron Kot Tov o UIKPoL KOUPaTiov EOA0VL Yo T BEpuoven Kot To payeipepal.
Etotn yn ftav pev yopvr, oAl agoipodvtay ond ™ eoTid 1 fdon yia va dnpovpyndei. Ot
KaToKOol €VKOAN EPAETOV IOl POTLA, E100TO0VGAV O £VOg TOV AALOV Kot TV £ofnvav. Etot
dev glyape mopkaylEg av ko ot Beppokpacieg Nrav ideg. H kouprla aitio tov mopkayidv sivon
N 0AAoyn ¥PNOMG TNG YNS OO TOVG EMOKENMTEG TAEOV OVTAOV TOV TEPLoy®v. [Ipdkettan yo po

TPOPAEY N KATAGTPOOT].

Ep.: AYo mopkayiég EEomacay Tavtoypova oty ATTiKN, 6tnv Kivéta dvtikd ko -1 o
Tpayun- 6to Matt avatoikd. Htav dvvatiy n katdopeon Tovg, €101kd oto Mdatt;

Am.: Abokora, aAAE ovclaoTikd Oyt O10TL 610 Mdatt 1 Toupkayld eEediytnre eviog AMywmv
Aemtdv. Axdpo kot v vmoBécovpe OTL dev VINPYE OAAOD QOTIAL Kol OAEG Ol OLVAUELS
mopocPeong NTav dabéotpeg, Kot oA T0 TPAOTO Sabécipo Oynue. TS muPocsPectikng Oa
éptave otV KaoAvtepn epintoon oe 10-15 Aentd, dtav o Ty 11N TOAD apyd.



Ep.: 1o Mdamn énveav woyvpoil dvepor pe tayvtnre féog 120 yAp. v opa. Eivan
ovvath N KoTdoPfeon puog TVPKAYLAS VIO TIS CVYKEKPLUEVES GLVONKESS

Am.: Ovolaotikd Oyl Aéote v Koheopvia, 1 omoia eivor piae suykpioun meptoyn, oott
&xel PAaotnon avaioyn g Mecoyeiov. Axopa kot ot Apepikavoi, ot omoiot gival ot
KOADTEPO EEOMAMGUEVOL KOl OPYOVOLEVOL TTOYKOCUIMG GTNV OVTILETAOTIOY EKPNKTIKOV EI00VE
TLPKAYIDV, OVTE KAV 0VTol dev 10 Katapépvouy. Tnv katdotaon oty EALGda Oa tpénet va
v a&loAoynoel kaveig kdvovtag autinv v ovykpior. Kpivovtog kaveig eviedmg ovdétepa,
Kot yopic vo B€Lel va Katnyoproel Kamowov, 0o TpEnel amAdg vo TEL TOG TETOWOL €I00VE
KaTaoTAoELg dgv elvar avtipetonioyes. Na kdvel Kavelg KATL TPV DGTE VO KOTOUTOAEUNGEL
TIg outiec, owtd vou pmopel va yivet. Ztn dedopévn Ouwg Kotdotacn oto Mty pe 10
OLUVOLOOUO  KOTOIKIDV OVOUEGH GE EVPAEKTO OEVIPA, WHE TAVIKOPANTOLS 00MYyolg
OLTOKIVT®V Ol Omoiol UTAOKAPOLV TOVG OpoOpovs, ot GvBpwmor moywdevtnkay. Ot
naporinicpot pe v [optoyorio Kot Tovg deKAdES VEKPOUS givarl o@OaALoPaveiS.

Ep.: Ilowi drhorv mapdyovres 0d1ynoay o€ vtV TPOYMOio Kuple KoONyNTd. Agv
ovvéfaiav 1 avapyn o6punon, o 6tevoi, a61EE0d0L dpopor;

Am.: Zoeodg kol ovvéPfarav. Opwmg, akdépo kot ot 'eppovol tovpioteg 0éhovv va
napadepilovv og pa tétoln OPOpPN TEPLoYN 0TS ot EAANVEG, aALL TNV KOLATOVPO LOG OEV
elvar evoopatopévog o Kivduvog mov evumdpyel exel. Axopa kot ommv ['eppavia otov
TOAEOJOKO GYEOLOGO, Ol OPYLTEKTOVES KOl UNYOVIKOL dev AapBavouy vToyn Tov Kivouvo
¢ Tupkaylds. Evtog e owkiag var, ahdd oyt £Em. Aev oyedialovy Aapfdavovtog vadyn Toug
OpOLOVS O1ALPVYNG GTNV TEPIMTOON EEMTEPIKNG TLPKAYIEG. ..

Ep.: Ztnv I'eppavia opmg o kivovvog givar pndapivog...

Am.: lpdypott, oAAG amd TETOW0 dPOATIKA YEYOVOTa TTPETEL Vo, pabaivovpe dAot, d1OTL dev
VILAPYEL YUPIGUOG, TOVG VEKPOVG OEV UITOPOVLE VO TOVG pépovpe Tiow... [1pénel, emopuévag,
vo aAAGEOVIE GLUVOMKA TOV TPOTO OKEYNG HOG, O10TL ivar dSVOKOAO va melchovv Hovo ot
TOAEOOOLOL, Ol APYLTEKTOVEG, Ol UNYOVIKOL, apOoy OAOKANPN 1 KOW®VIOL GUUUETELYE GE AVTAV
mv e£EMEN. Av avtiineBovv ot ToAlTeg ToV TEPAOTIO KIVOLVO TTOVL JSUTPEYOVV GE TETOLEG
TEPWTAOCELS TOTE KOl 1] TOMTIKOL Ot oKkeEPTOVV TL TTpémet va yivel oto péAov, Ba to Adfovv
coPapd vwoy”n. Méypt va yivouv Opmg avtd cuveidnon 6Awv pog Ba apynost.

Ep.: Apa, Tv wpéner va, yivel;

Am.: H mapdvoun d6unom, ot dogeg oKodounons KopEvov teploy®v ivar Bpata mwov
avTipetonilovrol TomiKd, aAAd TpEnel va vIdpyel EAEYX0G, V. TNPOVVTAL O1 VOUOLl. ATO TV
GAAN peptd oty FoAlio AapBdvovtor TpoAnTTikd LETpa GE OVAAOYEC TTEPLOYES OTMG Elvar
Ay M amoyihwon o€ pio OPIoUEVT] EKTACT] YOP® OO TO OTITIOL Kol 1 THPNOT OPICUEVOV
TPOOLOYpap®V Yol Tovg dpopovg. ‘Epyopon oty EALGSa amd o 1985 kan éxovpe cuvtdéet ev
T HETAED Kot oTo EAMVIKE KatevOuVINPLEG YPOUUES YO TIG TOMIKEG KOWVMVIES, Yoo TNV
exmaidgvon TV ToMT®V pe Tov L aplu. éva o oe Bépata Ilpootacioag Aacikdv
Owoocvotudtov kot Tlvpkayiov, tov . Tappmr EavBomovro, tov Ivetitovtov
Meocoyelokmv Aacikov Otkoovotudtov «AHMHTPA». H enidpacn toug Opme oev eival
opoat akopa otnv EALGSa, mpémel va yivouv oyeTikol vopot.

Ep.: Htav dvvati) 1 ekkéveon 6to MatL Katd TV YVOU 60S;

Am.: Oy, og avtég TIG cLVONKEG TO TLYOV OYE010 eKKEVMOONG Ogv Ba pmopovoe va xet
Aertovpynoel. H oot emextdOnke mapa moAd ypryopa kot pe peydan dpyomra. Go cog



nopamEpy® Kot T oty Kalipdpvia. Yrapyovv kot eketl vekpoli, kdnkav 800 omitio. Kot
avTtd O€ IO YOPO HE VTOOEYUATIKY] OpYOvwon, vLmodoués, dptoto  eEomAopo,
EKTOLOEVUEVOVG TTOAITEC, HeYOAN eumelpia Kot wapddoor otnv ekkévoon meploymv. Otav
GLVTPEYOLY OAOL O TAPAYOVTEG TOV OVOPEPALLE, UTOPEL Vo emavaAn@Bel 1 it tpaymdio pe
T0VG 10100G vekpolg Tavtov. To Aém kot oty Ieppavia 6tav pe poTOLV: av 1 e£ATA®oN TG
QOTIOG dgv MTav TOGO EKPNKTIKY] KOl O GVEUOG TOGO 16YVPAc, To mpdypota Bo MTov
drapopeTikd. Eqv dev cuvétpeyav Toutdxpova OA0L Ol U1 EVVOTKES TAPAYOVTEG KOt OV TPMTOG
odMyoc avtokvhitov dgv eiye umAokdper to Opopo, tote Ba umopovce va egixe yiver 1
EKKEVOOT.

Ep.: Yrapyovv og Tté€To1EC 0KPUIES KATUOTAGELS ATOOOTIKA GUOTINATA / Py OVIGHOL
£ykaipng mpogdomoinonc, Kupie kadnynta;

Am.: Ymapyovv, Kot Oyt HOVO Yo TIC TUPKAYLES, OAAG yperdlovior peduo yuoo vo
Aertovpynoovv. duoikd n mpogwbomoinon pmopel va yivel pe TIg VEES TEXVOAOYiES, OAAYL
TPEMEL vaL yivetan amd Eva cOGTNHO TO 0010 Vo AE1TovpYEl Kot pe pmotapio, TN Umopel va
dwkomel To pedpa. o avtd Kol ot ToPadOsIOKES GEPNVEG ivar axkopa avaykaieg. Ta
ocvoppoatikd otabepd TMAEPOVO AglTOVPYOLV Kot pe adOVOUO PEVUO, OKOMO KOl e O10KO0T
TOV PEVUOTOC, YL avTO O0ev mpémel va kotapynBovv. To va eotidlovpe poOvo oTig vEeg
TEYVOLOYIES dEV Elval GMGTO, O10TL Elvar amdAvTa e£0PTNIEVES OO TO PELLLOL Kot Eivar ETioNg
kot gumodeic. o avtd Kot avEQPEpPa TO TOPASELYUO TOV YOPIOV OPYLKA, O1OTL KOO KOl Ol
KOUTAVES AEITOVPYOVV GY|LEPO. AVTOLOTOL. ..

Ep.: Mrmopovoe 1] eldnviki] kuBépvnon va arotpéyel TV Tpoymoia;

Am.: Oy, dev Yoy amotpéyiun vaod Tig dedopéves GLVONKES, 6T ONovpyio TV omoiwv
ouvéBade oAOKANPMN M Kowwvia. Avtd egivar to kabopiotikd. Ipémel vo dametdvovtal
GLAAOYIKG O1 OLTiEG KO VO OVTILETMTILOVTOL GUAAOYIKAL.

Ep.: Tvapénel va yiver dnioon Topa;

Amn.: H onpovtkotepn mpdtacty) pov eivar pov va yiver éva otpoyyvAd tpaméll pe
CUUUETOYN OA®V TOV gUTAEKOUEVAOV Kol va ekmovnBel Eva eBviko, «oMoTIKO GyE010» Y10 TNV
TPOANYT] KOl OVTILETAOTIOT TETOU®V KOTACTPOP®V Omtmg oto Mdtt. EAdyioteg ydpeg Exovv,
oAAG oot glvon n peydAn mpoxinorn. H EAAGda mpémel va emavonpocdlopiotel, va AdPet
voyM TIg OAAAYEG otV Kowvavia, to mEPBAloV, TIC XPNOES YNG, TO KAlpa. Ilpémel va
amo@acicel GLALOYIKA Tt TpEmeL va Yivel. AwaBétet emapkn aplOud eEAPETIKAOV ETCTNUOVOV,
onwg tov k. I'. EavBomovro, tov [Nopyo Evtvyion, otédexoc tov Kévipov Meietmv ko
Acodrernc (KEMEA), tov Iodvvn Mntoomovro, kabnynt| oto AleEavopeio Texyvoroyucod
Exnowdevtico Topvpo Oecoarovikng (ATEID), 1 tov I'opyo Maidrivn, enikovpo Kabnynt
o010 Anuokpitelo Iavemotmuo Opdakng. Euneipoyvopoves and 1o e€mtepikd Onmg gueic,
elpaote mavto ot duabeon cog kot dev Ba Kooticel timota, Oa to Kévovue amd aicOnon
evhvvng.

Ep.: 'Exavav ot EAAnveg epmerpoyvopoveg 6,11 EXpene péypL TP

Am.: Ohot emeonuavay avékobev otovg moAtikovg ta Bépata. H kdbe xofépynon eivan
QUGG LITELOLYT Yo TN YDPa TNS. O1 KLPEPVICELS £PYOVTOL KO TAPEPYOVTOL, OAAGL TO TYEO10
pével. Xe éva KOGUO oL OAAALEL TOLTNTO, TPEMEL VA VILAPYEL KATOL0G UE WVAUN Y10 VO
onuaivel cuvayeppd. Ot edtkol v dbétovv, aAld dev amopacilovv. [Ipénet va cuvoebohv
whpo TOAD oTEVA UE aLTEG TIG OladtKaoieg. Oumg N aVTAPECKELN TOV TOMTIKMOV, KOl OEV
EVVOM OMOKAEICTIKG TNV mopovco KuPépvnon, odnyel oto punv Kévouv avtd moL TOVG



npoteivovv. Xpetdletor pia eBvikn moArtikr). [pénetl va yiver kdmote n apyn. To 2013 éywve
€va oYeTIKO GTPOYYVAO Tpaméll e apopun TIg Tupkaylég otn Xio -6To 0moio TPOoKAN MK
Kot €yd- and 1o Topvpa «Mapia Todkooy. Topa mpénet yivel To enduevo...

Ep.: Apeca T mpéner va kdvovov ot 'EAlnvec;

Am.: Ohot, Oyt povo ot EXnveg, mpémel vo, TpocavatoAcTOOUE TPOS TIG UETAPOAEG OV
QEpveL N KMUOTIKY aAloyn. Oa givol ETMOLVO, d1OTL TPEMEL SVGTLYMS VO ATOYOUPETICOVE
OPIoTIKG OpLopéVeS amd TIC cuvnbeleg Tov mapelBdvTog, Tov Ekavav v {oN Hog To mpaia,
MOTE VO KOTOGTHOOVUE YEVIKA TO TEPPAAAOV avOEKTIKO OmEVOVTL GE TETOEG OKPOiES
KOPIKEG KOTAGTACEL,. No. OmOYOPETNCOVUE AY.TO TOALY TOAEOJOMIKO TPOTLTOL KOl VoL
oxeddooope oMot pall poxpompodBecpo. H wApatiky odhoyn mpémer va yivel peydlo
noMtikd 0épa. Efvar modd onuavtikd, 610tt Ba kabopicelt v perldoviikn €&EMEn tov
koopov. EmPdideTon va yivel 6T Kot ov TOVEGEL.

English Version — see next pages
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""Climate change must become a major political issue™
Climate Change, Saturday 4 August 2018, 08:14:02//Source: ANA-MPA

He is the world's leading professor on fire ecology and climate change, and he regularly visits
Greece since 1985, therefore he has an excellent knowledge of the Greek reality. The Athens-
Macedonian news agency located Johann Georg Goldammer, professor of "Fire Ecology” at
the renowned Max Planck Institute of the University of Freiburg, a unique in Europe
professor in this field and head of the "Global Fire Monitoring Center” (GFMC) of the UN.

The main cause of the deadly and devastating fire in Mati was "the alteration of the natural
landscape and land-use change”, Johann Georg Goldammer, in his interview with Ana-MPA,
adding that the change of habits has led to the abandonment of the countryside, and submits
the proposal, "to elaborate a national, "Holistic plan "for the prevention and treatment of such
disasters as in Mati."

For what the Greeks should do directly, the world's leading expert says in Ana-MPA: "All,
not only the Greeks, should adapt to the changes that climate change brings. It will be painful,
because we must finally say goodbye to past habits, so that we can generally make the
environment resistant to such extreme weather situations. For example, to say goodbye to past
urban and peri-urban planning standards and to plan together in a long term. Climate change
must become a major political issue. It is very important because it will determine the future
evolution of the world. It must be done even if it hurts. "

In the question of whether it was possible to extinguish two simultaneously evolving fires in
western and eastern Attica, he replied: "No, because in Mati the fire evolved within a few
minutes”, with the additional mentioning that even American firefighters are unable to face
their fires, with winds of 120 kilometres per hour.
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Finally, it underlined the role played by the unregulated construction and the narrow,
deadlocked roads, while in the question of the Agency on whether it was possible to evacuate
Mati, Professor Goldammer answered, citing the international experience again: "No, in these
circumstances any evacuation plan could not have worked', given that 'the fire expanded too
quickly and with great severity'.

In the following the full text of the interview of Professor Johann Georg Goldammer to
Antonis Polychronakis for the Athenian/Macedonian news agency is provided:

Q: Mr. Professor, what was the main cause of the catastrophic fire in Mati of Attica?

A: The most comparable example is last year’s fires of Portugal with about 100 people killed.
The main cause is the same: the alteration of the natural landscape and its replacement with a
postmodern landscape, in which modern people rightly want to live. This is the paradox of
living in nature and the danger that it poses. The growing urban and its consequences lead
people all over the world outside the cities in the summer. In Athens, the citizens want to
escape, it is a longing and a necessity. The result is that the villages disappear and change into
settlements, while nobody deals systematically with agriculture or livestock farming. And that
has many consequences.

Q: Which ones?

A.: There is a new group of people, which | call modern nomads. It is a pan-European
phenomenon. Vacationing there, but do not systematically deal with the traditional activities
in the villages, which entail the systematic consumption of vegetable biomass from animals,
sheep, goats or cows. At the time there were no flammable trees and the smallest piece of
wood was used for heating and cooking. So the ground was bared, with no enough fuel to
carry a flame front. The residents easily detected a fire, notifying each other and extinguished
it. So we had no fires, even though the temperatures were the same. The main cause of the
fires is to land use by the new visitors and residents of these areas. This is a predictable
disaster.

Q: Two fires erupted simultaneously in Attica, in Kineta, in the West and — the most
tragic — in the East, in Mati. Was it possible to control them, especially in Mati?

A: It was very difficult, but essentially not, because in Mati the fire moved very fast and
rapidly expanded within a few minutes. Even supposing there was no fire elsewhere and all
the fire forces were available, again the first available fire truck would have reached the best
in 10-15 minutes, when it was already too late.

Q: In Mati strong winds were blowing at a speed of up to 120 km/h. Is it possible to
extinguish a fire under such specific conditions?

AP.: No. Consider California, which is a comparable area because it has vegetation analogous
to the Mediterranean. Even the Americans, who are the best equipped and organized globally
in fire suppression and control, even they do not succeed. The situation in Greece should be
evaluated by making this comparison. Judging completely neutral, and without wanting to
accuse someone, it should simply be said that these kinds of situations are not manageable.
However, you can take all the appropriate preventative measures before the fire or to try to
control it within the first 15 to 20 minutes. In the given situation in Mati, with the



combination of dwellings among flammable trees, with panicked car drivers blocking the
streets, people were trapped. There are similarities with Portugal.

Q: What other factors led to this tragedy Mr. Professor. Didn't the unregulated
buildings, the narrow, dead roads contribute?

AP.: Clearly all these factors contributed. However, even the German tourists want to
vacationing in such a beautiful region — like the Greeks, but in our culture is not incorporated
the danger that exists there. Even in Germany in urban planning, architects and engineers do
not take into account the risk of fire. Inside the house yes, but not outside. They do not plan
considering the escape routes in the event of an external fire...

Q: In Germany the risk is minimal...

A.: Indeed, but from such dramatic events we must all learn, because there is no turning back,
we cannot bring the dead back to life... We must, therefore, change our way of thinking
altogether, because it is difficult to persuade only the planners, the architects, the engineers,
since the whole society has been involved in this development. If citizens realize the
enormous risk they run in such cases, then politicians will think about what needs to be done
in the future, they will take it seriously. But until they become aware of all of us, it will be
late.

Q: So, what has to be done?

A.: lllegal building, building licenses of burnt areas are subjects treated locally, but there
must be control, compliance with laws. On the other hand, in France, preventive measures are
taken in similar areas, such as forest clearing in a certain area around the houses and
compliance with certain standards for the roads. I come to Greece from 1985 and we have
compiled in the meantime and in Greek guidelines for local communities, for the education of
citizens in collaboration with a specialist in fire prevention, Mr. Gabriel Xanthopoulos, from
the Institute of Mediterranean Forest Ecosystems "Dimitra”. However, their effect is not yet
visible in Greece, they must be incorporated in relevant laws and in Ministerial Decisions.

Q: Was it possible to evacuate Mati in your opinion?

A: No, in these circumstances, any evacuation plan could not have worked. The fire expanded
too fast with high severity. I'll refer you back to California. There are dead, 800 houses
burned. And this in a country with exemplary organization, infrastructure, excellent
equipment, trained citizens, great experience and tradition in the evacuation of areas. When
all the factors we have mentioned are met, the same tragedy can be repeated with the same
deaths everywhere. | say it in Germany when they ask me: if the fire behavior was not so
erratic and the wind so powerful, things would be different. If not all the unfavourable factors
occur at the same time and if the first car driver had not blocked the road, then the evacuation
could have taken place.

Q. Are there in such extreme situations efficient systems/early warning mechanisms,
Herr Professor?

A.: There are, and not only for fires, but they need electricity power to operate. Of course the
warning can be made with new technologies, but it must be done by a system that works with



battery, because the power can be disconnected. That's why traditional sirens are still needed.
Conventional landlines operate with weak current, even with a power outage, so they should
not be removed. Focusing only on new technologies is not right, because they are totally
dependent on electricity and are also vulnerable. For this | mentioned the example of the
villages initially, because even the bells are currently operating automatically...

Q: Could the Greek government avert the tragedy?

A: No, it was not possible to control the fire in the given circumstances, in which the whole
society contributed to be created. That's the key. The causes must be found collectively and
treated collectively.

Q: What should be done now?

A.: My most important proposition is me to become a round table with the participation of all
involved and elaborate a national, "holistic plan™ to prevent and deal with such disasters as in
Mati. Few countries have, but this is a big challenge. Greece needs to be redefined, to take
into account changes in society, in the environment, in land use, and in climate. He has to
decide collectively what needs to be done. It has a sufficient number of excellent scientists,
such as Mr. G. Xanthopoulos, Giorgos Eytychidis, executive of the Centre for Studies and
Security (KEMEA), loannis Mitsopoulos, policy officer and fire expert at Ministry of
Environment and Energy, or the Giorgos Mallinis, assistant professor at the Democritus
University of Thrace. Experts from abroad like us, we are always at your disposal and will not
cost anything, we will do it by sense of responsibility.

Q: Did the Greek experts do what they had to do so far?

A: Everyone has always pointed out to the political issues. Every government is of course
responsible for its country. Governments come and go, but the plan stays. In a rapid changing
world, there must be someone to alert the communities. A lot of experts exist, but they don't
decide. They must be closely linked to these procedures. But the complacency of politicians,
and | do not mean exclusively the present Government, leads to not doing what they are
proposing. We need a national policy. It has to be the beginning. The 2013 became a relative
round table on the occasion of the fires in Chios — in which | was invited — from the
foundation "Maria Tsakos". Now we have to make the next step...

Q: What should the Greeks do now?

A: Everyone, not just the Greeks, must adapt to the changes that climate change brings. It will
be painful, because unfortunately we must finally say goodbye to some of the past habits that
have made our lives more beautiful, in order to make the environment generally resistant to
such extreme weather situations. To say goodbye to the past urban planning standards and to
plan together in a long term. Climate change must become a major political issue. It is very
important because it will determine the future evolution of the world. It must be done even if
it hurts.



