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The Global Wildland Fire Network
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The GFMC is serving as a Specialised Euro-Mediterranean Centre of the Council of Europe

The Initiative – Background and Outline (I)

 Co-evolution of nature and humans – Passing observations and experiences 
from generation to generation:

 Fire use in natural landscapes for survival, livelihood
and safety
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The Initiative – Background and Outline (I)

 Co-evolution of nature and humans – Passing observations and experiences 
from generation to generation:

 Fire use in natural landscapes for survival, livelihood 
and safety

The Initiative – Background and Outline (II)

Newly arising risks and threats:

 Excessive application of fire in land use and land-use change

 Consequences on environmental degradation and destruction

 Affected by and contributing to anthropogenic climate change
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The Initiative – Background and Outline (III)

Newly arising risks and threats

 Society becoming increasingly vulnerable to landscape fires

 Rural and peri-urban communities affected

 Shall “State and Government” solely be responsible
protecting all?

Challenges, Difficulties & Unintended Effects:
Contemporary European Landscapes 

In most countries of Europe landscape fires are increasing due to

 Land-use change – associated with rural exodus and abandonment of 
the rural space

 Consequently – reduced land cultivation resulting in increasing 
flammability of rural landscapes
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The Principle: Concept of Integrated Fire Management

Fire management system which includes both of the following concepts of 
integration

 Integration of the activities and the use of the capabilities of rural 
populations (communities, individual land users), government agencies, 
NGOs, POs to meet the overall objectives of land management, protection 
of vegetation resources, and smoke management including “community-
based fire management”

 Integration of prescribed / planned application of fire in forestry and 
other land-use systems in accordance with the objectives of fire 
management and prescribed burning

The Initiative: Creation of the Global Wildland Fire Network 

 Exchanging / sharing knowledge, expertise and resources

 Focus on rural societies – those who are using fire, causing wildfires and 
primarily being affected by fire

 Relying on and challenging local actors

 Building local capacities and incentives

 Increasing resilience of local society and
landscapes

 Focus on land management 
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Outreach through Regional Fire Management Resource Centers in Europe:
Development of Guidelines (2012-2013)

Defence of Villages, Farms and Other Rural Assets against Wildfires: 
Guidelines for Rural Populations, Local Communities and Municipality Leaders in 
the Balkan Region
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Defence of Villages, Farms and Other Rural Assets against Wildfires: 
Guidelines for Rural Populations, Local Communities and Municipality Leaders in 
the Balkan Region

Preparation of local people to become 
aware of wildfire threats and to prepare 
their home for defense against wildfires

Defence of Villages, Farms and Other Rural Assets against Wildfires: 
Guidelines for Rural Populations, Local Communities and Municipality Leaders in 
the Balkan Region

Preparation of local people to become 
aware of wildfire threats and to prepare 
their home for defense against wildfires
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Defence of Villages, Farms and Other Rural Assets against Wildfires: 
Guidelines for Rural Populations, Local Communities and Municipality Leaders

The Mongolian Version – illustrations adjusted to local culture

Defence of Villages, Farms and Other Rural Assets against Wildfires: 
Guidelines for Rural Populations, Local Communities and Municipality Leaders

The Ukrainian Version – illustrations adjusted to local culture
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Other Examples of Capacitation of local Communities:
From Africa to South East Asia

Bidirectional approach in supporting the development of National Fire 
Management Policies:

Pragmatic Exchange at the Science-Policy-Practitioners-Interface (SPPI)

 „Top Down Approach“ through national policy dialogue & inter-agency 
coordination based on scientific evidence

 “Bottom-up Approach” by learning from and capacitating local rural 
communities: Collecting and disseminating experience in Integrated Fire 
Management
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European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement (EUR-OPA)
Outreach work of GFMC and Council of Europe

- Launch of a website “Natural Hazards – Landscape Fires” as part of Be SafeNet

- International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction

Arising Challenges

Climate change, conflicts, migration and wildfires – are we prepared to 
cope with the aggravating fire situation in future?

“UNICEF Photo of the Year Award” 
Angelos Tzortzinis
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Democracy, Environmental and Human Security – are not only “Rights”!

 Climate change and the COVID-19 Pandemic reveal the need for civil 
society to collectively take more responsibility – volunteerism and beyond!

 As civil-society organization working at the Science-Policy-Practitioners 
Interface (SPPI), we – the GFMC and the regional actors – feel obliged to 
actively support a culture of participation of civil society in preparedness, 
response and recovery to climate extremes and pandemics.

 The strengths of democracy – co-evolving with 
environmental challenges that are threatening 
human health and security: Civil society shall be 
convinced to actively participate and take 
responsibility in disaster risk reduction – not only 
claiming the “right” to be protected…

60 years ago:
John F. Kennedy, Inaugural Address, 20 January 1961

“Ask not what your country can do for you — ask what you can 
do for your country”
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