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IFFN-GFMC UNISDR Global Wildland Fire Network Bulletin                    Issue No. 13 (# 2 / 2009 – 27 July 2009) 
 
Dear members of the Regional Wildland Fire Networks and associated experts: 
 
This issue of the Global Wildland Fire Network Bulletin is providing the draft of the First Annual Global 
Wildland Fire Fatalities Report covering the year 2008. This report is based on the evaluation of media 
and agency reports from throughout the world. The detailed reports linked to the short incident notes 
(by country, in alphabetic order) reveal that both civilians as well as voluntary and professional 
firefighters were affected. The reports also includes the number of people injured in wildfire incidents. 
 
This report is based on media reports by newspapers and radio broadcast stations that were 
published on the internet. Thus, this global review is certainly not complete in a way that it would 
entirely cover all incidents globally. We presume that many fatalities are not recorded at all, others 
may have been recorded officially, but these incidents may not have been published. 
 
However, the report reveals that 345 wildland fire fatalities were reported in 2008. In Asia alone 119 
people died in wildland fires, notably in China (94 fatalities). Australia suffered 14 fatalities. In the 
Americas 12 people died in Latin America, one in Canada, and 42 in the U.S.A. The 2008 summary 
report of U.S. firefighter fatalities reveals that 26 firemen died in wildland fires – this number is 
probably included in the before-mentioned number. While six fatalities were recorded in Europe in 
2008, the number of people killed in wildfire incidents in Africa reached 151 in 2008, most of them 
civilians. 
 
In order to complete this report the members and associated experts of the Regional Wildland Fire 
Networks are kindly asked to review their home databases and media reports and return data and / or 
reports back to the GFMC (fire@fire.uni-freiburg.de). All reports should provide a source that could be 
quoted in the final version of the First Annual Global Wildland Fire Fatalities Report. 
 
This bulletin is sent out briefly after we lost several members of a firefighter team in Spain last week. 
All these events are reminding us that we need to continue prioritizing the safety of our firefighters and 
all the people to be protected and involved in fire management. 
 
Freiburg, Germany, 27 July 2009 
 
 
Johann G. Goldammer 
 
 
Wildfire fatalities January – December 2008: Overview by countries 
 
Australia:  

- A CFA volunteer was killed in Gippsland while using a bulldozer for firefighting work. 
(4 Jan, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/01/news_20080401_au.htm) 

- In the Goldfield's fire in Western Australia three men died in a firestorm when they were 
trapped in their trucks 
(11 Jan, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GFMCnew/2008/01/0111/20080111_au.htm) 

- Nine firefighters have been burnt and a luxury house has been destroyed as a bushfire rages 
out of control south of Adelaide. 
(13 March, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/03/news_20080318_au3.htm) 

- A man has been killed by a falling tree while fighting a bushfire on the NSW mid-north coast. 
The National Parks and Wildlife Service officer was back burning in an effort to contain a 
bushfire in the Kumbatine National Park, south-west of Kempsey, when the tree fell about 6pm 
(AEDT) yesterday. The 52-year-old Port Macquarie man died at the scene. 
(27 Oct, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/10/news_20081027_au.htm) 
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Botswana 
- Two lives have been lost in the fires in Botswana. 

(1 Sept, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GFMCnew/2008/09/0901/20080829_bots.htm) 
 
 
Canada 

- Portage la Prairie RCMP are investigating after a deceased man was discovered in a field, 
following a controlled grass fire in the Austin area. On July 21 at about 6 p.m., Portage RCMP 
were called to a report a man was found deceased. The fatality appeared to be the result of 
the grass fire.  
(26 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080726_ca.htm) 

 
 
Chile 

- Cuatro miembros de las brigadas de la Corporación Nacional Forestal de Chile (CONAF) que 
combatían un incendio forestal en la sureña provincia de Concepción murieron calcinados 
esta tarde al quedar atrapados por las llamas. 
(5 March, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/03/news_20080305_chl2.htm) 

 
 
China 

- Six villagers die fighting forest fire in China. 
(3 March, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/03/news_20080304_cn2.htm) 

- According to SFA, 690 forest fires have been reported nationwide during the first five days in 
March, with 43 people killed and 14 wounded. 
(13 March, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/03/news_20080313_cn.htm) 

- China has had 4,587 forest fires that killed or injured 95 people nationwide, a senior forestry 
official said on Wednesday. 
(26 March, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/03/news_20080327_cn.htm) 

- Forest fires killed 94 people and injured 72 others from Jan. 1 to April 24 in 10,230 forest fires, 
an official of the State Headquarters for Forest Fire Control said in an online interview. 
(30 April, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/04/news_20080430_ch.htm) 

 
 
Cyprus 

- A Cyprus Fire Department spokeswoman says an off-duty police officer was killed while 
helping extinguish a wildfire in the island's central Troodos mountain region. Four other people 
were slightly hurt battling the fire that broke out Sunday near a village supermarket. 
(22 June, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/06/news_20080623_cy.htm) 

 
 
France 

- A 72-year-old man died and 36 people were injured, including eight children in a 24-vehicle 
accident between Metz and Strasbourg caused by dense fog. Authorities said a bushfire near 
the road had made contributed to reduced visibility at the time of the incident 
(19 Oct, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/10/news_20081020_fr.htm)  

 
 
Germany: 

- A firefighter was seriously injured by fighting a fire on a crop field near Thalheim. [Ein 
Feuerwehrmann ist bei der Brandbekämpfung auf einem Getreidefeld bei Thalheim schwer 
verletzt worden.] 
(6 Aug, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/08/news_20080806_de.htm) 

- Two firefighters were injured while fighting flames on two crop fields between Bahrendorf and 
Borne. [Zwei Kameraden wurden beim Kampf gegen die Flammen auf zwei Getreidefeldern 
zwischen Bahrendorf und Borne verletzt.] 
(8 Aug, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/08/news_20080808_de.htm) 
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Ghana 
- A three-month-old baby was burnt to death in a bushfire, which razed through Afokpakope, 

near Kpetoe in the Adaklu-Anyigbe District on Wednesday. A middle-aged woman also 
suffered severe burns from the fire. 
(1 Feb, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/02/news_20080202_gha.htm) 

 
 
Honduras 

- A raging forest fire in Honduras has claimed the lives of eight firefighters and injured two 
others. 
(12 March, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/03/news_20080312_ho.htm) 

 
 
India 

- In a bizarre incident, a forest department employee died following a massive cardiac arrest 
while on a fire fighting mission in the Gir forest area 
(13 March, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/03/news_20080314_in2.htm) 

 
 
Ireland 

- Two firefighters were hurt while battling a 25-acre grass fire on a hillside along Interstate 580 
Thursday afternoon. 
(19 June, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/06/news_20080621_ir.htm) 

 
 
Lebanon 

- Forest fires raging in the Chouf Mountains left three soldiers and a firefighter injured on 
Tuesday. 
(15 Oct, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/10/news_20081015_lb.htm) 

 
 
Mozambique 

- At least four people have died, victims of uncontrolled bush fires, in Amatongas, in Gondola 
district, in the central Mozambican province of Manica.  
(3 Sept, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/09/news_20080904_mz.htm) 

- Bush fires killed 32 people in central Mozambique. 
(8 Sept, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/09/news_20080908_mz2.htm) 

- The death toll from bush fires in Mozambique this month has risen to 49. 
(10 Sept, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/09/news_20080910_mz.htm) 

 
 
Nepal 

- The seven years old child Mohan Pariyar was killed by the fire in Rumal village forest of 
Swikot village development committee. 
(24 April, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/04/news_20080428_ne3.htm) 

- An old man involved in forest fire suppression died. 
(10 May, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/05/news_20080623_np.htm) 

 
 
Sierra Leone 

- A fire disaster has left a three-year-old boy dead in Kanuta Village. 
(26 Feb, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/02/news_20080228_sl.htm) 
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South Africa 
- Police believe that a Canadian couple, found burnt beyond recognition in KwaZulu-Natal's 

northern Drakensberg mountains on Wednesday, died in a veld fire. 
(28 June, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/06/news_20080628_sa.htm) 

- Thick smoke billowing from a veld fire resulted in the death of a motorcyclist in a twelve-
vehicle collision on KwaZulu-Natal's busy N2 freeway on Wednesday, the province's transport 
department said. 
(23 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080724_safr.htm) 

- An elderly couple has been burnt to death at Nkandla in northern KwaZulu-Natal in a veld 
fires. 
(31 Aug, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/09/news_20080901_safr3.htm) 

- At least three people have been killed in fires which swept through parts of KwaZulu-Natal. 
(31 Aug; http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/09/news_20080901_safr.htm) 

- At least 20 people died in runaway brush fires fueled by strong winds in South Africa. 
(1 Sept, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/09/news_20080902_safr.htm) 

- Forest fires have killed a 36-year-old farmworker and injured a 29-year-old woman, said 
Limpopo local government department spokesperson Clayson Monyela on Tuesday. 
(2 Sept, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/09/news_20080903_za2.htm) 

- Bush fires in South Africa's KwaZulu-Natal province in the east of the country have killed 23 
people, an official said on Wednesday. 
(3 Sept, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/09/news_20080904_safr.htm) 

- At least 32 people have been killed in wind-driven brush fires in the South African province of 
KwaZulu-Natal. 
(3 Sept, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/09/news_20080905_safr.htm) 

- A 68-year-old woman died in Eshowe during veld fires in KwaZulu-Natal. 
(8 Sept, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/09/news_20080909_safr2.htm) 

- Agri-Mpumalanga committee manager Esme Jacobs said a 52-year-old farmer's wife died in 
her house in Amersfoort in the province in a fire. Meanwhile, 34 people have been confirmed 
dead and dozens more injured in fires that raged across KwaZulu-Natal. 
(4 Oct, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/10/news_20081005_sa2.htm) 

- The death toll rose overnight when 12 more people died in hospitals in the area. 
(5 Oct, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/10/news_20081005_sa.htm) 

- Three people died in shack fires around Cape Town at the weekend. 
(8 Dec, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/12/news_20081209_sa.htm) 

 
 
Spain 

- The body of 96-year-old Severino Basalo Cid, a convicted serial arsonist, was found by fire-
fighters at the point of origin of a forest fire. 
(29 Aug, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/08/news_20080830_es.htm) 

 
 
Thailand 

- Two forestry employees were burned to death in the northeastern province of Chaiyaphum 
yesterday while they were trying to douse a rapidly spreading forest fire in the Tabor-Huay Yai 
wildlife sanctuary. 
(25 March, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/03/news_20080327_th.htm) 

 
 
Turkey 

- A forest fire that broke out in the southern province of Mersin on Monday killed a woman and 
her granddaughter, officials said on Tuesday. 
(8 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080709_tr2.htm) 

- One person is now known to have died in a forest fire in Turkey. 
(2 Aug, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/08/news_20080803_tk3.htm) 
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USA 
- About 50 cars crashed on a highway blanketed by fog and smoke from a brush fire 

Wednesday, and authorities said at least three people were killed. 
(9 Jan, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/01/news_20081001_us4.htm) 

- The Witch Creek fire tore a wide swath through North County. Two people were killed in 
Poway. 
(23 Feb, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/02/news_20080224_us4.htm) 

- Three firefighters were injured in Archer County when two fire trucks collided head on after 
one swerved around a car that pulled out into the road, Abernathy said. 
(26 Feb, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/02/news_20080227_us3.htm) 

- Charles Wynne, 55, of Weldona may have died trying to create a fire block, reports indicated. 
(27 March, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/03/news_20080329_us2.htm) 

- A 64-year-old Stinnett man died in a Texas Panhandle wildfire that burned about 1,000 acres. 
(1 April, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/04/news_20080403_us6.htm) 

- Last week, an 82-year-old man, whose name was not released, tried to burn brush in a barrel 
in Harwood when the fire escaped and lit some nearby tall grass. When the man tried to 
stomp out the flames, his clothing caught fire. He suffered critical burns from which he died. 
(2 April, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/04/news_20080403_us4.htm) 

- Firefighters hoped rain and snow Wednesday would help them stop wildfires that blazed 
through thousands of acres of grass, forced hundreds of residents to evacuate and left three 
people dead. Officials said two people died in the Ordway fire. A firefighting plane crashed 
near Fort Carson, killing the pilot, 
(16 April, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/04/news_20080416_us.htm) 

- An Indiana County man is dead after being burned in a brush fire behind his house. 
(20 April, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/04/news_20080421_us2.htm) 

- The pilot killed when his plane crashed during a wildfire at Fort Carson called in a series of 
maydays and said, "I'm going down," just seconds after dropping retardant on the fire. That is 
according to a preliminary investigation report by the NTSB into the crash that killed 42-year-
old Gert Marais of Montana on April 15. 
(24 April, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/04/news_20080425_us4.htm) 

- Pine City firefighter Jeremy Jylka, 34, died Tuesday afternoon en route to a grass fire. 
(30 April, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/05/news_20080502_us4.htm) 

- A volunteer fireman has died while fighting a wildfire in Mendocino County. 
(3 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080707_us4.htm) 

- One firefighter died of a heart attack. 
(8 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080709_us5.htm) 

- Investigators believe the hundreds of blazes that have tormented the state for the last three 
weeks claimed their first civilian casualty in the rural Sierra Nevada foothills this week, 
although an autopsy will be needed to confirm the cause of death. […] 
During the first fire in Paradise last month, an elderly woman died after suffering a heart attack 
while voluntarily leaving her home. 
(12 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080713_us4.htm) 

- Two firefighters have been killed, in addition to one civilian, and 278 people have been injured, 
according to state and federal fire reports. 
(13 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080713_us3.htm) 

- At least one person was found dead after the blaze swept through the rural community of 
Concow. 
(15 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080717_us2.htm) 

- On July 7, the death toll to our nation’s wildland firefighters reached that of last year’s entire 
wildfire season. In 2007, a total of nine firefighters died in the line of duty. Even with our 
rigorous training and safety standards, nine have already died this year. 
(16 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080717_us4.htm) 

- A wildland firefighter has been injured while working on the Mill Hollow Fire in Duchesne 
County. 
(17 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080718_us7.htm) 

- A firefighter was injured after a fall Thursday while battling the Mill Hollow wildfire in the 
Roosevelt area. 
(18 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080719_us5.htm) 

- Portage la Prairie RCMP are investigating after a deceased man was discovered, following a 
field fire in the Austin area. 
(23 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080724_us5.htm) 
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- A firefighter lost his life in a swimming incident on the Trinity River on July 8, and now, a 
firefighter from Washington State was killed Friday night in the line of duty while doing mop-up 
operations near Junction City. 
(26 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080728_us2.htm) 

- A Washington state firefighter died when he was hit by a falling tree while assisting in a 
wildfire in California. 
(26 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080727_us.htm) 

- A second firefighter has died battling the north state's wildfires, Klamath National Forest 
officials announced Saturday. 
(27 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080728_us4.htm) 

- Packer, 49, was killed when flames overran his shelter. An autopsy conducted Tuesday 
determined that he died of burns and smoke inhalation. 
(29 July, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/07/news_20080730_us.htm) 

- On July 2, a volunteer firefighter in Mendocino County died of a heart attack on the fire line. 
Another firefighter was killed July 26 in when he was burned while scouting a fire. 
(6 Aug, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/08/news_20080807_us3.htm) 

- Steele and 12 other men were aboard a helicopter in a remote area of the Shasta-Trinity 
National Forest in Northern California to mop up the Buckhorn Wildfire. The National 
Transportation Safety Board says the helicopter crashed into a hillside during a slow takeoff, 
killing nine of the 13 people aboard. 
(9 Aug, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/08/news_20080811_us3.htm) 

- A pilot was injured Wednesday when his single-engine air tanker assisting in battling one of at 
least 30 fires in northwestern Colorado crashed this afternoon in Rio Blanco County. 
(27 Aug, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/08/news_20080829_us2.htm) 

- A wildfire tore through the Lees' Boise subdivision Monday night. The body of an English 
professor was found Tuesday in one of the nearly 20 homes destroyed or damaged during the 
blaze. 
(28 Aug, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/08/news_20080829_us.htm) 

- The order for a firefighting air tanker was canceled at around the time the plane crashed while 
taking off from an airport north of Reno, killing three, officials said Tuesday. 
(2 Sept, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/09/news_20080903_us3.htm) 

- Pilar Castro, a Wenatchee, Wash., suffered a fractured skull and broken ribs when the top of a 
dead tree broke off and struck. 
(16 Sept, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/09/news_20080916_us4.htm) 

- A series of brush fires Tuesday night left Rome Firefighters utilizing many resources and also 
left one firefighter injured. 
(8 Oct, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/10/news_20081009_us.htm) 

- In Southern California's first big wildfires of the season, a homeless man was found dead with 
his dog beneath a highway overpass swept by flames, authorities said. 
Another person was killed in a collision on a freeway engulfed in smoke as police scrambled 
to shut down the road. 
(14 Oct, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/10/news_20081014_us5.htm) 

- An official with University Hospital in San Antonio said Justin Burton, 37, was in stable 
condition Tuesday in the wake of an accident that occurred in his personal pickup truck on 
Interstate 10 as he was rushing to fight a grass fire with his wife, Sharon.  
(15 Oct, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/10/news_20081016_us.htm) 

- A Potter County man is dead after authorities say he tried to put out a brush fire Monday 
afternoon. Pennsylvania State Police say seventy five year-old William Van Etten was at work 
at the Four Winds Dairy Farm in Harrison Township when there was a fire in a small patch of 
woods. 
(21 Oct, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/10/news_20081022_us.htm) 

- A 19-year-old firefighter was taken to a hospital suffering from a rapid heart rate after battling 
a large brush fire tonight in Reserve. 
(11 Nov, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/11/news_20081111_us3.htm) 

- Among the 13 people reported injured, 10 suffered from smoke inhalation and three from 
burns, the county's emergency operations center said in a statement. Two of the burn injuries 
were described as serious. 
(15 Nov, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/11/news_20081115_us2.htm) 

- Six firefighters and one civilian had been injured, according to media reports. 
(16 Nov, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/11/news_20081117_us5.htm) 
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- A Montecito couple seriously burned in a wind-driven wildfire last month are improving at an 
Orange County burn center. 
(11 Dec, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/12/news_20081213_us.htm) 

- The USFA's provisional 2008 firefighter fatality statistics published on 7 January 2009 shows 
that 26 on-duty firefighters died in association with wildland fires, more than double the 11 
wildland firefighter fatalities in 2007. The 2008 toll is also above the annual average of 21 
wildland fire-associated fatalities over the past 10 years, 1999-2008.  
(7 Jan, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2009/01/news_20090108_us.htm) 

 
 
Vietnam 

- Twenty people died in fires so far this year. 
(4 Oct, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/10/news_20081006_vn.htm) 

 
 
Zimbabwe 

- A five-year-old girl died in a veld fire, which swept through parts of Headlands in Manicaland 
destroying large swathes of vegetation. 
(18 Aug, http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2008/08/news_20080819_zi.htm) 

 
 
 
Summary by continents 
 
Africa (151) 

Botswana 02 
Ghana  01 
Mozambique 49 
Sierra Leone 01 
South Africa 97 
Zimbabwe 01 

 
Asia (119) 

China  94 
India  01 
Nepal  02 
Thailand 02 
Vietnam 20 

 
Australia   14 
 
Europe (06) 

Cyprus  01 
France  01 
Spain  01 
Turkey  03 

 
Latin America (12) 

Chile  04 
Honduras 08 

 
North America (43) 

Canada  01 
USA  42 (firefighters: 26; 2 airplanes, one helicopter) 

 
Total 345 
 
 


