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6th Annual Global Wildland Fire Fatalities and Damages Report – 2013 
 
Dear members of the Regional Wildland Fire Networks and associated experts: 
 
The Global Wildland Fire Network Bulletin is a product of the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC)1, 
International Forest Fire News (IFFN)2 and the Global Wildland Fire Network, a Thematic Platform 
serving the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR).3 
 
This 19th issue of the Global Wildland Fire Network Bulletin provides the final draft of the 6th Annual 
Global Wildland Fire Fatalities and Damages Report, covering the year 2013. This report is based on the 
evaluation of media (newspaper, radio broadcasts and TV) published on the internet, as well as agency 
reports and correspondents of the Global Wildland Fire Network from throughout the world. 
 
The designation of this report is renamed because for the first time GFMC has now included other 
damages and consequences of wildfires, particularly those that are affecting people, property, 
infrastructures and livelihood of people, including damages to agricultural products and livestock. 
 
Since only a small fraction of wildfire-related accidents are reported through those media that are 
published on the web, we presume that our attempt to compile a global statistical database is still very 
incomplete and may only scratch the surface. Unlike the World Almanac and other databases such as 
the International Disaster Database of the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters 
(CRED)4, GFMC aims at identifying all individual incidents that have been reported. At the end of this 
report web links are provided to a number of publications / reports. 
 
The short incident notes (by country, in alphabetic order) are taken from 
 

(a) Detailed reports that have been published on the dedicated GFMC web page “Recent Media 
Highlights on Fire, Policies, and Politics – Section 4 Current News Regularly selected by 
GFMC” between January and December 2013 (http://www.fire.uni-
freiburg.de/media/2013/news_2013.html), or 

(b) Other reports which have been stored in the GFMC database but were not published online. 
Links or detailed information on any event included in this report can be provided on request.  

 
Note: Due to copyright restrictions the GFMC is not allowed to publish / mirror all incidence reports freely 
accessible on the GFMC website. Institutions or individuals interested to work with GFMC in the scientific 
evaluation of data may request password-protected access to the files published on the web page 
“Recent Media Highlights on Fire, Policies, and Politics – Section 4 Current News Regularly selected by 
GFMC” for the years 1999 to 2013 (http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/news.htm).  
 
 
Esteban Beltran, Oyunsanaa Byambasuren and Johann G. Goldammer 
Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) Staff 
 
Freiburg, Germany 
30 December 2014 

                                                      
1 http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/ Note: IFFN production will be phased out in 2014. Remaining IFFN issues will be 
published on the IFFN web page in 2015. 
2 http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/iffn/iffn.htm  
3 http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/globalNet.html  
4 www.cred.be - Note: the CRED defines a disaster as “a situation or event which overwhelms local capacity, 
necessitating a request to a national or international level for external assistance; an unforeseen and often 
sudden event that causes great damage, destruction and human suffering”. For a disaster to be entered into the 
database, at least one of the following criteria must be met: (a) 10 or more people reported killed; (b) 100 or 
more people reported affected, (c) declaration of a state of emergency, or (d) call for international assistance. 
The GFMC does not follow these criteria as fatalities or injuries caused by wildfires are usually below these 
thresholds, and the high number of incidents would otherwise not be recorded at all. The CRED reports do not 
provide explicit data on wildfire-related incidents. 



Summary 
 
The preliminary numbers of the 2013 report shows that 209 people were killed worldwide (in 33 
countries) due to wildland fires and 39 298 people were injured (Table 1). For comparison, in 2012 a total 
of 215 deadly fatalities and 2961 injuries were recorded, and 139 deadly fatalities and 356 injuries in 
2011 (see Figure 1 and IFFN-GFMC UNISDR Global Wildland Fire Network Bulletins No. 17 and 18). 
 
Globally we have evaluated the evacuations of people who were threatened by wildfires. A total of 381 
evacuations in 32 countries involved the temporary displacement of 115 732 persons. 
 
The loss of private homes destroyed by wildfires in 2013 in 30 countries amounted a total of 2 253. The 
number of homes damaged by wildfires amounted 324. More details about other outbuildings and 
infrastructures lost, including complete village losses, are given below. 
 
The amount of vehicles lost in wildfires was 754 globally. Farmers lost more than 3044 livestock in 13 
countries.  
 
The open-access archive of the Global Bulletins is available on the GFMC website: 
 

• http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/bulletin_news.htm 
 
 
Overview Tables of Fatalities and Damages 
 
People killed and injured by wildland fires 
 
Detailed numbers of killed and injured people by countries are provided Tables 1 and 2. The total number 
of dead people worldwide were 209, and 59 of them were firefighters. In total 39 298 people were injured 
(the vast majority affected by haze related diseases), and 193 of them were firefighters. Table 2 shows 
the number of wildland firefighters killed and injured. Table 3 breaks down the numbers of persons killed 
or injured by wildland fires by continents and countries. 
 
Table 1. Summary Global Wildland Fire Fatalities Report 2013: All people killed and injured by wildland 
fires in 2013 by regions globally. 
 
Regions People killed People injured Total 
Africa 24 4 28 

Asia 16 33 49 

Australasia 76 38 570a) b) 38 646 

Europe 13 48 61 

Middle East  21 21 

North America 65 515 580 

South America 15 107 122 

Worldwide 209 39 298 39 507 
a) Riau Health Agency said, the heavy smog, which has been engulfing Riau for the June, may have 
started to fade but the region’s problems are not yet over as the disaster has left an estimated 10 382 
residents suffering from acute respiratory infections (ARIs). About half the patients were reportedly 
children under 5 years of age 
b) Chiang Mai residents still have to live with the haze pollution, which has sent almost 20 000 people in 
the northern province into hospital over February and March, 2013. Regarding to local public health 
authorities more than 8 000 Nan residents has sought treatment for haze-related respiratory illnesses in 
March 2013. 



 

 
 

Figure 1. Number of fatalities and injuries worldwide (2009-2013) 
 
 

Table 2. Firefighters killed and injured in 2013 by country 
 

Country Firefighters 
killed 

Firefighters 
injured Total 

Argentina 0 1 1 

Australia 4 18 22 

Canada 0 2 2 

Chile 0 10 10 

Costa Rica 1 0 1 

Ecuador 0 4 4 

Germany 0 12 12 

Israel 0 3 3 

Mexico 7 7 14 

Nepal 1 0 1 

New Zealand 0 3 3 

Peru 1 4 5 

Portugal 8 22 30 

South Korea 2 0 2 

South Africa 0 3 3 

Spain 3 5 8 

Thailand 2 5 7 

USA 30 94 124 

Total 59 193 252 
 



 

 
 

Figure 2. Classification of the major type of injuries 
 
Worldwide, 193 wildland firefighters were injured in 2013 (Table 2 and Figure 2). The most common 
injuries during firefighting operations were tree struck, falls, limb injuries, etc. (48%); burning (24%), 
smoke inhalation / heat exhaustion (16%); and vehicles related such as crashes, flip-over, run-over, etc. 
(12%). 
 
Note: Not included in these results are two firefighters whom resulted injured in a wildfire in a French 
military camp in Ger. This news were received prior to the closing of this edition in February 20155 
 
 
Table 3. Summary of global wildland fire fatalities report 2013: All people killed and injured by wildland 
fires in 2013 by continents and countries. 
 
Africa Killed Injured Total 
Ghana 12 0 12 

South Africa 9 4 13 

Zambia 1 0 1 

Zimbabwe 2 0 2 

Total 24 4 28 
 
Asia Killed Injured Total 
China 8 0 8 

India 2 16 18 

Mongolia 2 2 4 

Nepal 1 1 2 

South Korea 3 14 17 

Total 16 33 49 
 

                                                      
5 http://www.larepubliquedespyrenees.fr/2015/01/29/important-incendie-au-camp-militaire-de-ger,1230618.php  



 
Australasia Killed Injured Total 
Australia 14 79 93 

Indonesia 0 10382 10382 

New Zealand 0 4 4 

Thailand 62 28105 28167 

Total 76 38 570 38 646 
 
Europe Killed Injured Total 
Germany 0 12 12 

Italy 0 4 4 

Portugal 8 22 30 

Spain 5 10 16 

Total 13 48 62 
 
Middle East Killed Injured Total 
Israel 0 20 20 

Lebanon 0 1 1 

Total 0 21 21 
 
North America Killed Injured Total 
Canada 0 3 3 

Mexico 12 373 385 

USA 53 139 192 

Total 65 515 580 
 
South America Killed Injured Total 
Argentina 1 33 34 

Chile 1 37 38 

Colombia 0 1 1 

Costa Rica 1 0 1 

Ecuador 1 4 5 

Guatemala 1 25 26 

Honduras 5 0 5 

Peru 2 7 9 

Puerto Rico 1 0 1 

Trinidad and Tobago 1 0 1 

Venezuela 1 0 1 

Total 15 107 122 
 



Evacuations 
 
Table 4. Summary of evacuation cases by country 

Evacuation  
category 
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Argentina 3 400 1 12    1 

Australia 41 15 751 11 20 2 8 4 36 

Bahamas 1  1      

Bolivia 1 100       

Canada 25 3 510 7 350    8 

Chile 14 1 723 1 240  3 1 8 

Colombia 6   143 1   1 

El Salvador 0        

Ghana 2 880       

Greece 3  2      

Guam 1     1   

Guatemala 1  1     1 

Honduras 1    1    

Israel 6  4 4  1  1 

Lebanon 1     1   

Malaysia 1     200   

Mexico 10 1 134 2 80 1   4 

New Zealand 4   60  12  3 

Nicaragua 1      1  

Peru 1 2 000       

Portugal 2  1      

Puerto Rico 1 22       

South Africa 3 30 1 2    2 

South Korea 1 120       

Spain 33 4 362 7 224  6  13 

Sweden 0       1 

Trinidad and Tobago 1        

Turkey 1   10    2 

UK 2 8     1 3 

Uruguay 1     1   

USA 211 84 992 67 12 336 11 8 15 202 

Venezuela 2 700    2  4 

Total 381 115 732 106 13 481 16 243 22 290 
 



Note: Other categories of evacuation cases which were not included in Table 4 are: evacuation of 5 hospitals, 3 parts 
of towns / villages; the evacuation of an oil refinery6, interruption of a drilling program7 and a burned dog shelter8. 
 
 
Table 5. Summary of structural losses 
 

Structure 
 category 
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Algeria     2  

Argentina 36 1 1 
Observatory 

damaged 1 100 

Australia 449 126 655  358 20 704 

Belize 1      

Brazil     1 Millions a) 

Canada 7 2 28    

Chile 377 8 6  1 350 400 

Colombia 8 6     

Fiji    Plastic pipes 1  

Ghana 89  26    

Greece 14 4     

Guatemala 5   
Chemical 
barrels   

Honduras 1      

Israel   1    

Mexico 10 34  
Parts of city w/o  

water supply 3 58 001 

Mongolia 10  6    

Nepal 8  5    

New Zealand 1  4    

Nigeria   1    

Peru 5 15 0  1  

Philippines   3  1  

Portugal 10 4     

South Africa 8  12  2  

Spain   4 Telephone line 1  

                                                      
6 http://guardian.co.tt/news/2013-03-25/bush-fire-causes-np-evacuation 
7 http://www.marketwire.com/press-release/bold-ventures-inc-forest-fire-interrupts-drilling-program-tsx-venture-bol-
1796901.htm 
8 http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/dog-shelter-evacuated-as-flames-near-during-forest-fire-in-dalaman-
.aspx?pageID=238&nID=52781&NewsCatID=340 
9 Outages of electricity from several hours to a number of days 



Trinidad and Tobago 1      

Uganda 35      

United Kingdom    Telephone line   

USA 1 164 124 1 215  157 68 112 

Venezuela    TV signal 3  

Zambia 14      

Total 2 253 324 1 967  533  
 

a) An unspecified number of people (millions) were affected by electric outage due to forest fires at the end of August 
in the provinces Pernambuco, Bahia, Rio Grande do Norte, Piauí, Alagoas, Ceará, Paraíba, Sergipe and Maranhão  
 
 
Table 6. Summary of vehicle losses 

Category
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Algeria      1 

Argentina  3    1 

Australia 186 1 3  1 

Farm 
machinery, 

Tractor 

Bahamas    1   

Canada 25      

Chile 5 2    
Machinery, 1 

tractor 

Guatemala 402   1  1 Bus 

Israel 9      

Lebanon 1      

Mexico 3 2  6  
Packing 

machinery 

Mongolia 1      

South Africa 10 1     

South Korea   1    

Spain 2 1   5 1 Bulldozer 

Trinidad and Tobago 1      

Uganda 0      

USA 110 3 2 31 16 

4 snowmobiles, 
2 tractors, 1 

farm harvester 

Total 754 13 6 39 22  
 
 



 
Table 7. Summary of Agricultural losses 

Category 
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Algeria 
 179 840 

- 1337 ha wheat 
- 537 ha barley 
- 23,592 fruit trees, 3,105 palm trees 

Argentina 15   

Australia 
2750 5 

- Plantations worth AU$ 2,000,000 
- 170 ha crops 

Fiji   Sugar cane field 

Georgia   Tea field 

Ghana 
  

- Plantations worth GHc19,850,000 
- 450 inhabitants food crops 

Guatemala 4   

Mexico 60  Corn fields 

Morocco   100 hectares of Argan trees 

Peru 15   

Portugal   Crops 

Spain  900  

USA 

130 2066 

- 600 avocados 
- 500 boxed trees 
- treehives 
- acres of vineyards 

Total 3044 182 811  
 
Note: Ghana: Two weeks of indiscriminate bush fires destroyed forest reserves and tree plantations worth about 
GH¢1.1 million within the Juaso Forest District.10 
 
 

                                                      
10 http://www.spyghana.com/bush-fires-destroys-tree-plantations-worth-gh%C2%A21-1m-in-juaso-forest-district/  



Annex I: Overview of incidents in which people were injured or killed 
(by countries) 
 
Note: The sources are kept on an internal database at GFMC but will be released for research and 
investigation upon request. 
 

Argentina: Total – 1 killed 33 injured 
 
1 killed – 1 injured :  
A fire in Argentina left two people injured, one of them died after some days in the hospital (8 September 
2013) 
 
25 injured: 
18 Children and seven adults injured in a fire near San Ramón de la Nueva Orán 
(9 September 2013) 
 
1 injured: 
A rock rolled over a firefighter, he was taken to the hospital afterwards (10 September 2013) 
 
1 injured: 
One businessman crushed by a tree while fighting a wildfire in Tucuman (11 September 2013) 
 
5 injured: 
The number of injured raised to five in a fire in Cordoba (12 September 2013) 
 
 

Australia: Total – 14 killed, 79 injured 
 
1injured: 
One man swam across a river to put out a fire and burned his showlder (4 January 2013) 
 
1killed: 
One man killed in Tasmanian town of Dunalley after a fire that damaged 65 homes (4 January 2013). 
 
2 injured:  
A father and son aged in their 50s and 20s were injured after a fire in Victoria reached a residential area 
(8 January 2012). 
 
6 injured:  
At least six people injured in a fire in Carngham (9 May 2012). 
 
1 injured:  
A Tasmanian fire fighter has been injured fighting a bushfire in the state's Derwent Valley (11 January 
2013). 
 
1 killed:  
A Victorian firefighter Peter Ronald Cramer of 61 years old, died while working on secondment at 
Taranna (14 January 2013). 
 
1 killed:  
One man died in a burnt-out car in Seaton, Victoria (18 January 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
A helicopter pilot was rescued with injuries after he crashed while fighting a fire in Tasmania (7 February 
2013). 



 
1 injured:  
A man suffered serious burns to his face, hands and body in a grassfire east of Melbourne (9 February 
2013). 
 
1 injured:  
Injured firefighter had to wait an hour and 45 minutes for paramedics after his truck rolled over in a 
bushfire zone in Victoria (13 February 2013). 
 
2 killed:  
Two firefighters were killed in the line of duty after a tree fell on their vehicle at the scene of a bushfire in 
Victoria (13 February 2013). 
 
1 killed:  
Police discovered human remains in a burnt out shack in Kin Kin (15 February 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
One 51-year-old man suffered severe injuries to one leg in a bushfire in the Grampians in Southwest 
Victoria (18 February 2013). 
 
1 killed:  
One killed in a fire in Victoria (15 February 2013). 
 
1 killed:  
A 60-year-old volunteer firefighter was killed while cleaning up after a fire in Quindanning, about 160 
kilometres south-east of Perth (23 February 2013). 
 
2 injured:  
TWO firefighters were treated for smoke inhalation after battling a blaze (13 March 2013). 
 
4 injured:  
Four people, including three firefighters injured in a bushfire that has set properties alight in rural Deleen 
(27 March 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
One person slightly injured by a wind-whipped grass fire that scorched at least two acres near Brisbane 
(21 April 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
A firefighter suffered burns after falling from a CFA truck while fighting a grassfire (27 April 2013). 
 
1 killed:  
An elderly woman has died after suffering extensive burns in a grass fire on her Diggers Rest property (8 
May 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
One person with heat-related illness was attended to by an ambulance (8 August 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
One person treated for a heat stroke in a fire in Kimberley (22 August 2013). 
 
51 injured:  
Seven firefighters injured and 44 people treated for asthma difficulties in west Sydney, New South Wales 
(10 September 2013). 
 
2 injured:  
An helicopter crashed on the northwest of Armidale and the pilot and trainee were treated for minor 
injuries (13 September 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
A RFS truck returning from battling a blaze on the Northern Tablelands crashed, the driver was taken to 
Walcha Hospital with minor injuries (28 September 2013). 



 
3 injured:  
Three people were treated for smoke inhalation and 1500 were evacuated from a nearby aquatic centre 
(14 October 2013). 
 
3 injured:  
A 63-year-old man had a fatal heart attack while he was fighting a fire at his home at Lake Munmorah, 
north of Sydney (18 October 2013). 
 
1 killed:  
A father-of-three was killed when his water-bombing aircraft crashed in rugged terrain in southern New 
South Wales (24 October 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
A South Australian Country Fire Service firefighter was injured while battling a grass fire at Lower Light 
north of Adelaide (28 December 2013). 
 
 

Canada: Total – 3 injured 
 
2 injured: 
Two firefighters injured with small cuts.  
 
1 injured: 
One man transported to hospital after suffering burns in a southeast fire. 
 
 

Chile: Total – 1 killed, 37 injured 
 
27 injured: 
27 people (22 adults, five children) with respiratory problems after fire in Valparaiso (14 February 2013). 
 
3 injured: 
One firefighter shot and two injured while battling a fire in southern Chile (4 March 2013) 
 
3 injured: 
Three firefighters with minor injuries after fire in central Chile (26 March 2013). 
 
3 injured: 
Three firefighter injured after truck flipped in their way to forest fire (23 December 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One volunteer firefighter injured after water from a helicopter fell over him (24 December 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
One person killed on a fire in Viña del Mar (30 December 2013). 
 
 

China: Total – 8 killed 
 
8 killed: 
Eight villagers died when they were trying to put out a forest fire in northwest China's Shaanxi Province 
(13 October 2013). 
 



 

Colombia: Total – 1 injured 
 
1 injured: 
A 30 years old man was hurt in a fire in the province of Onzaga (22 November 2013).  
 
 

Costa Rica: Total – 1 killed 
 
1 killed 
A voluntary firefighter died on a fire to the West of San Jose (27 March 2013). 
 
 

Ecuador: Total – 1 killed, 4 injured 
 
1 killed: 
An old man died in a wildfire in Tisaleo, Tunguragua (1 October 2013). 
 
3 injured:  
Three firefighters intoxicated in with smoke (23 October 2013). 
 
3 injured:  
One firefighter was asphyxiated in Bolivar (05 November 2013). 
 
 

Germany: Total – 12 injured 
 
12 injured: 
12 firefighrters resulted with minor problems due to smoke inhalation after a grass fire in Bavarian region 
(29 June 2013). 
 
 

Ghana: Total – 12 killed 
 
12 killed: 
12 people died in a motor accident at Ayakomaso on the Sunyani-Berekum highway due to poor visibility 
due to the smoke of a bushfire (26 January 2013). 
 
 

Guatemala: Total – 1 killed, 25 injured 
 
20 injured: 
20 people with respiratory affections after a fire that destroyed 250 vehicles (4 March 2013). 
 
1 killed, 1 injured: 
One child killed and his sister seriously burned on a bushfire (6 April 2013). 
 
2 injured: 
Two children injured in wildfire, one of them taken to USA for treatment (21 April 2013). 
 



 

Honduras: Total – 5 killed 
 
1 Killed: 
One elderly man killed in wildfire in El Paraiso (20 March 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
One young died in the hospital after an accident while burning a field (18 April 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
A woman killed after a fire in a Biological Reserve (21 April 2013). 
 
2 killed: 
One child and one man died after getting trapped in a fire in Jutiapa (22 April 2013). 
 
 

India: Total – 2 killed, 16 injured 
 
1 killed, 13 injured: 
One person died and 13 were injured after a fire broke out in Mumbai's Mankhurd area. (4 March 2013). 
 
1 killed, 3 injured: 
A forest fire started by five youth in the foothills of Necknamalai, in Alangaya range, claimed the life of a 
22-year-old youth and left three others with serious burns (5 April 2013). 
 
 

Indonesia: Total – 10382  injured 
 
10382 injured: 
Heavy smoke from fires in Riau left 10382 people with acute respiratory infections. (2 July 2013). 
 
 

Israel: Total – 20 injured 
 
16 injured: 
16 people, including three firefighters injured in a fire in Maasiyahu prison (28 April 2013). 
 
2 injured: 
Two hikers slightly injured after a fire in the Ben Shemen Forest, near Modiin. (27 April 2013). 
 
2 injured: 
Two people intoxicated with smoke in Hatzalah Gush Dan apartments after a fire broke nearby (29 April 
2013). 
 
 

Italy: Total – 4 injured 
 
4 injured: 
Four injured as fires rage on in Sardinia (08 August 2013). 
 



 

Lebanon: Total – 1 injured 
 
1 injured: 
One soldier injured while helping fighting a fire in Maghdouche (6 October 2013). 
 
 

Mexico: Total – 12 killed, 373 injured 
 
3 injured: 
Forest and vegetation fires leave three firefighters injured (14 January 2013). 
 
2 killed, 5 injured: 
One volunteer firefighter injured in a Cuyoaco wildfire (12 February 2013). 
 
1 killed, 3 injured: 
1 killed and three severely injured in a fire in Arriaga (18 February 2013). 
 
2 injured: 
A forest fire caused a car crash that left two people injured in Arco Norte (6 March 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
A woman fell downhill while trying to extinguish a wildfire (17 March 2013). 
 
1 killed, 337 injured: 
One woman died intoxicated by CO2 and 337 people were trated by smoke related issues by wildfires in 
San Luis (27 March 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
1 old farmer killed after setting fire to debris in Cintalapa (16 Aplril 2013). 
 
2 killed: 
Two wildland firefighters killed in wildfires in Michoacan (20 April 2013). 
 
2 injured: 
Two people resulted injured after the truck they were driving to the fire front flipped downslope near 
Guadalajara (20 April 2013). 
 
4 injured: 
Three people intoxicated and one injured in a wildfire in El Rosario (27 April 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
One killed while supporting firefighting duties (3 May 2013).  
 
3 killed: 
Three killed while battling a fire in Tingüindin (6 May 2013).  
 
1 injured: 
One wildland firefighter seriously injured when fighting a fire in Patzcuaro (6 May 2013). 
 
3 injured: 
Three people injured for explosion of rocks and rock falls due to fires in Guerrero (7 May 2013).  
 
1 killed: 
One person killed in a forest fire in Ixtacaxtitlán (7 May 2013).  
 
1 killed: 
One wildland firefighter killed in a forest fire in Guerrero (10 May 2013).  
 



2 killed: 
Two killed in a forest fire in Guerrero (15 May 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One firefighter commander injured when he felled down slope, fracturing his leg (20 May 2013).  
 
5 injured: 
Five people intoxicated with smoke from a fire in Michoacan (22 May 2013).  
 
8 injured: 
Eight children and adults presented allergic reactions due to the smoked from a wildfire in Guanacevi (25 
May 2013).  
 
1 injured: 
One member of Civil Protection was injured while fighting a fire near Tepeapulco (11 June 2013).  
 
 

Mongolia: Total – 2 killed, 2 injured 
 
2 killed, 2 injured: 
Two people killed and large area of grassland wiped out by steppe fire in Khentii province of Mongolia (8 
May 2013). 
 
 

Nepal: Total – 1 killed, 1 injured 
 
1 killed: 
One firefighter killed (15 April 2013). 
Email communication. 
 
1 injured: 
A person injured while dousing a fire in the Salyan forests (12 May 2013). 
 
 

New Zealand: Total – 4 injured 
 
2 injured: 
A Defence Force employee received medical attention for non-critical injuries, while a firefighter had to be 
treated for minor burns (24 January 2013). 
 
2 injured: 
Two firefighters suffered minor injuries, one from the Koromiko Rural Fire Force who was overcome by 
smoke and a Fire Service member who bruised his ribs and a kidney when he slipped and fell. (22 
December 2013). 
 
 

Peru: Total – 2 killed, 7 injured 
 
4 injured: 
Four firefighters asphyxiated with smoke in a wild fire in Sullana (2 February 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
One firefighter died after asphyxiated with smoke of a wildfire in Mollendo (27 May 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One woman injured in Cuzco on a forest fire that burnt a house (14 August 2013). 



 
2 injured: 
Two elders intoxicated by ash and smoke in Puno (13 September 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
70 year old woman died burnt in Cajamarca (10 October 2013). 
 
 

Portugal: Total – 8 killed, 22 injured 
 
8 killed, 20 injured: 
Eight firefighters killed and 20 injured were the were the balance of a series of fires in early September (3 
September 2013). 
 
2 injured: 
Two firefighters injured in wildfire near the Spanish border (14 September 2013) 
 
 

Puerto Rico: Total – 1 killed 
 
1 killed: 
One 70 year old man died in a forest fire (14 March 2013). 
 
 

South Korea: Total – 3 killed, 14 injured 
 
1 killed, 14 injured: 
1 dead, 14 injured in forest fire in Pohang (10 March 2013). 
 
2 killed: 
Two pilots killed. “They were returning to the station after fire suppression work but collided on the water 
in a dam” (May 2013). 
 
 

South Africa: Total – 9 killed, 4 injured 
 
1 killed: 
A massive fire sparked by a lightning strike claimed one life (24 January 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One farmer seriously burned in forest fire (18 August 2013). 
 
3 injured: 
Three firefighters sustained serious burns and a fire engine was destroyed when it got caught alight in a 
runaway veld fire (22 August 2013). 
 
7 killed: 
Seven killed on a traffic accident in the highway between Krugersdorp and Ventersdorp due to thick 
smoke from a veld fire (28 September 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
Hailed as a hero and a legend, the Kokstad community in KwaZulu-Natal is mourning the loss of 
Bergview College’s deputy principal, who died helping to fight a runaway fire on a neighbor’s farm (1 
October 2013). 



 

Spain: Total – 5 killed, 10 injured 
 
1 killed: 
One woman died after a fire in Valencia de Alcantara (7 May 2013). 
 
3 killed: 
Three firefighters killed in an explosion (20 May 2013). 
 
2 injured: 
One wildland firefighter and a firefighter injured after crashing the vehicle they were driving to a wildfire 
(23 June 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One firefighter injured after battling a fire in “hippie camp” as described by the evacuees (4 August 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One person slightly injured after a fire in a field near Madrid (4 August 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One firefighter slightly injured after the fire truck he was driving rolled down in a slope (23 August 2013). 
 
4 injured: 
Four people with respiratory problems after a fire in Barbuda (5 September 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One firefighter injured after felling in a ravine in Benuza (4 August 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
One 58 year old man found dead after a wildfire (14 November 2013). 
 
 

Thailand: Total – 62 killed, 28105 injured 
 
60 killed, 100 injured: 
More than 60 Karen refugees from Myanmar were killed and over 100 others wounded by a brushfire 
which engulfed their refugee camp in northwestern Thailand (23 March 2013). 
 
2 killed, 5 injured: 
Two fire fighters were killed and five others seriously injured when a six-wheel truck they were travelling 
in plunged into a ravine (24 March 2013). 
 
20000 injured: 
Chiang Mai residents still are having to live with the haze pollution, which has sent almost 20,000 people 
in the northern province into hospital over the past month (22 March 2013). 
 
8000 injured: 
More than 8,000 Nan residents have sought treatment for haze-related respiratory illnesses this month, 
local public health authorities said yesterday (30 March 2013). 
 
 

Trinidad and Tobago: Total – 1 killed 
 
1 killed: 
Farmer’s burnt body found after bush fire (2 April 2013). 



 

USA: Total – 53 killed, 139 injured 
 
1 injured: 
(CA) A firefighter was injured an ankle, but officials said the injury was not serious (2 January 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
(FL) Burning body found in brushfire (8 January 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
(FL) The family of the woman who died from severe burns from a brush fire has identified her as 58-year-
old Mary Ann Gill (3 February 2013). 
 
4 killed: 
Thick smoke from a nearby bushfire caused a crash between 27 vehicles, leaving four dead (8 February 
2013). 
 
1 killed: 
(IL) An 87-year-old Lakes of the Four Seasons resident was killed in an apparent brush fire outside of his 
home (8 February 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
Authorities say the body of an 83-year-old western Iowa man was found by firefighters sent to battle a 
grass blaze (16 January 2012). 
 
1 killed, 1 injured: 
20-year-old man died in New Hampshire after he was burned in an outside fire that also injured 
a 17-year-old girl (17 February 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
(TX) Firefighters found the body of a woman as they battled a small grass fire just northeast of downtown 
(22 February 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
Hawkins County firefighters are mourning the loss of 20-year veteran David Schnepp, 43, who died at 
home a few hours after responding to two consecutive emergencies (25 February 2015). 
 
1 killed: 
Chief Scott Morrison was working on suppressing a brush fire when he collapsed into respiratory and 
cardiac arrest (4 March 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
(CA) Riverside County authorities say they found a charred body in a burned-out convertible while 
battling 7-acre wildfire in the San Jacinto mountains (17 March 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One person hit by a car due to heavy smoke (17 March 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
A Lincoln County man died after accidentally setting himself on fire in his back yard. Edward Rowe Sr., 
75, a former Marine, was burning grass in his yard on Monday when his clothes somehow caught on fire 
(14 February 2012). 
 
4 injured: 
(CO) A fire in Lory State Park left four firefighters with minor injuries, but no buildings have burned (20 
March 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
A 49-year-old Oak Forest woman who was trapped in a condo fire remains in critical condition at Loyola 
University Hospital's Burn Center (27 March 2013). 



 
1 killed: 
A state Forest Fire Service firefighter conducting a controlled burn near Round Valley Reservoir was 
struck and killed (28 March 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
(TE) A Cross Plains man died when he succumbed to smoke inhalation in a brush fire in a wooded area 
on Cedar Grove Road (28 March 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
An elderly woman who was trapped inside her burning southwest Miami-Dade home was hospitalized 
after she was rescued by firefighters (30 March 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
(Mich) The man that was found along US-131 suffering from burns after catching fire has died (31 March 
2013). 
 
1 injured: 
Boston firefighters don't know a badly burned man ended up in the Muddy River near a brush fire on 
Saturday night (1 April 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
(MI) One Jackson area firefighter was injured while several local fire departments worked to put out a 
grass fire in Parma Township (5 April 2013). 
 
2 injured: 
(NJ)With temperatures in the 80s, two Kearny firefighters suffered heat exhaustion. One firefighter was 
treated at the scene while the other was transported to Clara Maass Medical Center in Belleville (9 April 
2013). 
 
1 injured: 
Police are trying to determine the cause of a grass fire that left a homeless woman badly burned 
Tuesday night (17 April 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
A Tulare County firefighter suffered minor burns to his hands today after the vehicle he was driving got 
stuck in a field of dry grass, in the path of a quick-moving fire (25 Abril 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
Woman, 76, dies after brush fires grow out of control (01 May 2013). 
 
2 injured: 
Two large brush fires about a half-mile apart Saturday each sent a firefighter to the hospital (05 May 
2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One firefighter was injured while fire crews battled a large grass fire caused by burning debris (03 May 
2013). 
 
2 injured: 
(CA) Crews from several jurisdictions assisted Glendale, bringing the total number of personnel to about 
200. Two firefighters suffered heat exhaustion (04 Mayo 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
(WI) Authorities say a 76-year-old Tomahawk man was hospitalized Monday after accidentally igniting a 
brush fire on some county forest land before he collapsed and was rescued by a conservation warden 
(06 Mayo 2013). 
 
8 injured: 
(CA) Eight firefighters suffered minor injuries (06 Mayo 2013). 



1 injured: 
One firefighter suffered a minor injury Monday, bringing the toll to nine, Lindbery said (09 May 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
(CA) “Loss of a firefighter, a smoke jumper, and one of our Forest Service family” (11 May 2013). 
 
2 injured: 
A woman suffered major burns in a small brush fire that started in a Lakeside creekbed (12 May 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One person was taken to the hospital with smoke inhalation (12 May 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
Man injured while observing bushfire (15 May 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
A firefighter was taken to Lutheran Hospital to be treated for overexertion (18 May 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One transient suffered minor burns to his foot as he tried to extinguish the fire (19 May 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
(CA) Officer ended with injured leg (20 May 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
(CA) One firefighter suffered a minor injury (24 May 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
After Houston firefighters put out the small blaze in the empty lot of an industrial area, they discovered a 
woman's burned body nearby (26 May 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
A Topeka man has received life threatening burn injuries caused after using an ignitable liquid on a brush 
fire (25 May 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
A firefighter may have suffered an injury to his eye after a branch fell from a smoldering tree (26 May 
2012). 
 
1 injured: 
(AZ) A member of a wildlands tree-thinning crew was struck and injured by a 60-foot falling tree 
southwest of Flagstaff (06 June 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
(CA) A firefighter injured when a rock fell on his leg was treated and released. No other injuries have 
been reported (06 June 2013). 
 
2 injured: 
(CA) A swift-moving grass fire brought southbound traffic on Interstate 880 to a near standstill Monday 
afternoon and caused billows of smoke to blow into an adjacent neighborhood, sending two residents to 
the hospital (06 June 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
No structures were threatened by the King fire. One firefighter was treated at the scene for heat 
exhaustion (12 June 2013).  
 
2 killed: 
(CO)The El Paso County Sheriff says that two bodies were recovered Thursday in the burn area of the 
Black Forest fire near Colorado Springs (13 June 2013). 
 
3 injured:  
(CA) Powerhouse Fire Jumps to 19,500 Acres, Burns 5 Structures; 3 Firefighters Injured (02 June 2013). 



 
3 killed: 
(AK)Three passengers died when their small plane crashed near Alaska’s Summit Airport on Friday, 
authorities said (29 June 201). 
 
19 killed:  
(AZ) Wildfire in Arizona kills 19 firefighters (01 July 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
Texas Chief Burned in Wildland Fire That Rekindles (01 July 2013). 
 
2 injured:  
(UT) Two firefighters were taken to a hospital Wednesday for heat-related illness while battling a wildfire 
in Beaver County (03 July 2013).  
 
2 injured:  
(CA) A massive mountain wildfire that cast a smoky pall over Las Vegas on Wednesday destroyed six 
structures at a desert ranch and left two people in the firefighting force with minor injuries, officials said 
(11 July 2013).  
 
1 injured:  
(OR) 14-year-old slightly injured in fire (12 July 2013). 
 
1 killed:  
A MAN died from severe burns after he was unable to escape a grassfire on his property (16 July 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
(OH) Man suffers burns in brush fire accident (15 July 2013). 
 
6 injured:  
Bedford County fire truck rollover sends 6 to the hospital (18 July 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
Firefighter hospitalized battling Denton County wildfire (21 July 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
(CA) A Bel Air firefighter suffered minor burns as fire raged through a home in Forest Hill (23 July 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
A Cal Fire firefighter was stunned and knocked down by a powerful shock from an electric fence at a fire 
northwest of the Foresthill Bridge in the American River Canyon (27 July 2013). 
 
3 injured:  
A half-acre brush fire that damaged school outbuildings and injured a bystander and two firefighters in 
Contra Costa County is being treated as suspicious, investigators said Monday (29 July 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
(CA) Firefighters say they have contained a vegetation fire that burned down a home, caused one injury 
and scorched two acres near Lake California (31 July 2013). 
 
1 killed, 1injured:  
(OR) A contract firefighter was killed and another was injured by a falling tree snag (01 August 2013). 
 
2 injured:  
(CA) Two firefighters sustained minor heat-related injuries (05 August 2013).  
 
1 killed:  
(OR) Water truck driver working on southwestern Oregon forest fire dies in crash (06 August 2013). 
 
5 injured:  
(CA)Five people injured as blaze whips through San Jacinto Mountains (07 August 2013). 
 



12 injured:  
(CA) A wind-driven wildfire was nearing full containment on Sunday after raging for five days through 
brush east of Los Angeles, injuring 11 firefighters and one civilian, state fire officials said (12 August 
2013). 
 
1 injured:  
(UT) A Salt Lake City firefighter was injured while fighting a grass fire in the Avenues Monday (12 August 
2013). 
 
1 injured:  
(ID) A Eugene man fighting the Douglas Complex fires was injured and taken to a hospital early today 
morning after suffering an allergic reaction to smoke inhaled from burning poison oak, his employer said 
(13 August 2013).  
 
1 killed, 1 injured:  
(CA) 1 Injured, 1 Dead in Mt. Baldy Brush Fire (16 August 2013). 
 
5 injured:  
(CA) Five injured in fire in California (28 August 2013). 
 
2 injured:  
(CA) Two prison inmate-firefighters were injured in the battle, one with heat exhaustion and the other 
suffered an ankle injury (19 August 2013). 
 
8 injured:  
(MA) Eight firefighters suffered minor injuries battling a five-alarm blaze that destroyed a historic church 
in South Boston on Wednesday (21 August 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
(MO) One firefighter was hurt in the initial attack on the Rock Creek fire, but after being treated at Billings 
Clinic in Red Lodge, the fighter was out beating back flames again Thursday (22 August 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
(WA)Brush fire Near mall leaves one injured (23 August 2013). 
 
3 injured:  
(CA) Three people have been hurt (26 August 2013) 
 
1 killed:  
(CA) White City Firefighter Oscar Montano-Garcia died Sunday afternoon while working on the Nabob 
Fire in Siskiyou County (28 August 2013). 
 
4 injured:  
(CA) He said a Monterey Park firefighter, two San Marino firefighters and a Los Angeles County 
firefighter suffered heat exhaustion. They were taken to local hospitals (30 August 2015). 
 
1 injured:  
(ID) A smokejumper remained hospitalized Sunday after sustaining a hip injury parachuting into rugged 
backcountry on the Montana-Idaho border to battle the Two Top Fire (01 September 2013). 
 
1 killed:  
(NM) The body of U.S. Forest Service Engine Captain Token Adams was found today (06 September 
2013).  
 
4 injured:  
(CA)There have been no reports of any fatalities, but there have been four injured (10 September 2013).  
 
1 killed:  
(CA)The burned body of a 56-year-old man has been discovered in the path of a fast-moving wildfire that 
has destroyed dozens of structures in rural Northern California, authorities said on Wednesday (11 
September 2013).  
 



1 injured:  
(OK) Celebration was in order Monday morning, as one Fort Sill firefighter returned to work after being 
severely injured. (16 September 2013). 
 
1 injured:  
The DeSoto Parish firefighter injured while battling woods fire last week is out of the hospital and 
recovering at home (19 September 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One firefighter was taken to the hospital for heat related injuries (19 September 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
(CA) A firefighter sustained second-degree burns battling the blaze and was transported by ambulance to 
a local hospital (20 September 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
(ID)A Boise BLM smokejumper died on Friday, in a parachuting accident near the town of Prairie. The 
National Interagency Fire Center said it was related to some sort of failure with his parachute system, but 
they don't yet know exactly what the problem was (28 September 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
(NE) A controlled grass fire that severely burned a man in Nebraska was set without permission from the 
landowner (10 October 2013).  
 
1 injured: 
(CAL) A man who started a small fire in an empty lot on Soquel Drive suffered burns and was flown to a 
Santa Clara County hospital on Tuesday (15 October 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
Firefighters found the body of an elderly man Wednesday night after they put out a brush fire in 
Washington. The Beaufort County Sheriff's Office says it's believed the victim found dead started the 
burn which grew out of control (31 October 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
One civilian was burned and hospitalized Sunday in a wildfire that burned three acres near a country club 
before it was quickly contained (10 November 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
An elderly Mayodan man is in the hospital after a brush fire Monday afternoon (12 November 2013). 
 
1 injury: 
One firefighter injury has been reported in fire in Pendleton County (13 November 2013). 
 
5 injured: 
Five Newark firefighters were treated at hospitals after they were injured while battling separate fires in 
the city (16 November 2013). 
 
3 injured: 
(NY) A few firefighters suffered minor injuries (20 November 2013). 
 
1 killed: 
(SC) Authorities say an Anderson man has died while fighting a grass fire (20 November 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
A Darlington County Fire District firefighter is in stable condition after he passed out while fighting a grass 
fire (20 November 2013). 
 
1 injured: 
Crest Forest fire engine accident hospitalizes pedestrian (11 December 2013). 



Annual retrospective of fatalities in the U.S.A. 
 
According to the annual report of the United States Fire Administration (USFA) 31 on-duty firefighters 
died in association with wildland fires in 2013,11 positioning it as the year with most fatalities in the period 
2004-2013. This year was remarked by the loss of 19 “Hotshots” in the Yarnell Hill Fire in Arizona. The 
GFMC database reveals 30 wildland fire fighters killed in 2013 and 94 injured. For long-term statistics 
since 1910 see the U.S. National Interagency Fire Center report of all wildland firefighters fatalities 
between 1910 and 2013.12  In this period 1075 wildland firefighters were killed in the line of duty and 34 
fatalities in 2013. 
 
 

Venezuela: Total – 1 killed 
 
1 killed: 
A 50 year old man died after receiving burnings on the 80% of his body (12 April 2013). 
 
 

Zambia: Total – 1 killed 
 
1 killed: 
An attempt by a 34-year-old Mkushi farmer to put off a fire that had surrounded his village ended in 
tragedy when his three-year-old son was burnt to death by the same fire (31 July 2013). 
 
 

Zimbabwe: Total – 2 killed 
 
2 killed: 
Two people have died as wildfires burned nearly a million hectares (2.4 million acres) of remote bush 
land. (7 October 2013). 
 
 

                                                      
11 http://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/ff_fat13.pdf 
12 http://www.nifc.gov/safety/safety_documents/year.pdf 
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