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International Forest Fire News (IFFN) is an activity of the FAO/UNECE Team of Specialists on 
Forest Fire and the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC). IFFN is published on behalf of 
UNECE Timber Committee and the FAO European Forestry Commission and is serving the 
UN-ISDR Global Wildland Fire Network (GWFN). Starting in June 2005 the IFFN/ GFMC 
Bulletin will provide short news and global fire update information to members of Regional 
Wildland Fire Networks. GFMC Website: http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de  
 

 

 
Dear members of the Regional Wildland Fire Networks: 
 
This first issue of the International Forest Fire News (IFFN) / Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) 
Global Wildland Fire Network Bulletin is brought to you by the GFMC. It is the first issue of a bulletin 
which will be disseminated once every 4 to 8 weeks or at the occasion of special events. The Bulletin 
will communicate news on special wildland fire events, policies and politics from all over the fire world 
to you by highlighting headlines, short news and links to the GFMC web pages for more details. 
Archived Bulletins will be available at the GFMC media page at: 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/news.htm  
 

North America: U.S.A. and Canada 
North America is expecting an extreme fire season. In most regions the fire season already had its 
early start. Rapid snow melt and dry spring weather on the one side, and lush grass growth during a 
wet winter in some regions (e.g. Nevada) on the other side, have set the stage for this year’s wildfire 
season. The long term weather forecasts are not promising any relief and the fire danger rating 
systems point in the same directions. The forecast water levels for the US are at their lowest levels in 
70 years in 2005. In the U.S.A. these conditions are unfortunately coming together with budget cuts 
and a largely grounded airtanker fleet. A number of articles with further information on the situation in 
Canada and the US is available at: http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/news.htm. For the prediction 
of fire danger in the U.S.A. see the NICC Predictive Services Homepage 
http://www.nifc.gov/news/pred_services/Main_page.htm 
 

Eurasia: The Russian Federation 
Russia, in the same latitudes, on the other hand had a very smooth and calm start in the fire season. 
However, budget deficits and reorganization of fire fighting responsibilities from central (federal) to 
regional level has resulted in extremely reduced preparedness for the fire season. Updates three time 
per week can be found on the GFMC Current Events page at: 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/current/globalfire.htm 
In an article headlined "Fiddling while Siberia burns" the UK Independent newspaper of 31 May 2005 
reported: Russia’s pristine forests are the lungs of Europe. But vast swathes are being destroyed by 
global warming and loggers’ greed – and ill-equipped firefighters are powerless to act. Twenty years 
ago forest fires destroyed about two million hectares [yearly] of Siberian forests. Last year 22 million 
hectares were lost to fire. The paper quotes the head of the forest fire laboratory at the Sukachev 
Institute of Forestry, Krasnoyarsk, who said that the reasons for the increase in the area burned were 
global warming, government underfunding and arson by loggers. Regarding the last, evidently 
licences to log fire-damaged areas are cheaper than those where the land is not scarred by fire – even 
although the timber in the burned areas is mostly perfectly useable, and logging is easier where the 
undergrowth has been burned off. See details at: 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2005/news_20050601_ru.htm 
 

Caribbean: Dominican Republic  
A fire that started around the 17 March 2005 in the Cordillera Central turned into a fire disaster for the 
Dominican Republic. A combination of severe fire weather conditions and very limited fire fighting 
resources made it necessary to call for international assistance. The DR contacted the GFMC; France, 
Canada, Cuba, Chile, Mexico and Venezuela. Venezuela responded with two helicopters and a team 
of experts and assisted the country. By 8 April 2005 the fires were contained after scorching more 
than 15 000 ha of valuable mountain forest. See GFMC updates from 18 March to 8 April 2005 at: 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/current/globalfire.htm 
Between 31 May and 2 June 2005 the FAO and GFMC facilitated a workshop in Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic, aimed to initiate the development of a Regional Cooperation Strategy for the 
Wildland Fire Management in the Caribbean. At this occasion the Regional Caribbean Wildland Fire 
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Network was founded. More details on this important regional event will be posted of the website of 
the Global Wildland Fire Network: 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/globalNet.html 
 

Southern Europe 
France, Spain and Portugal are experiencing quite similar conditions as described above for North 
America. Spain experienced its driest winter since records began in 1943, reported the Spanish 
Meteorological Institute. Portugal is experiencing its worst drought in 25 years. Rainfall totals for both 
Spain and Portugal may are as much as 75 percent below average between September and February. 
Portugal has the lowest water levels recorded in over 70 years. Spain reported 10 500 ha of burned 
area by end of March already.  
See: http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/2005/news_20050321_eur.htm  
For a drought map of Spain see the vegetation anomaly map created by MODIS: 
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards/natural_hazards_v2.php3?img_id=12884 
 

Subsahara Africa: South Africa  
In general, parts of South Africa (and Namibia, Botswana) are experiencing a severe drought. The 
Western Cape for instance had the third winter in a row without substantial rainfall. The dam levels are 
currently at 30%! If the coming winter should again bring only low rainfall, these areas face a 
potentially disastrous coming fire season. Most affected will be the residents of the urban wildland 
interface, very often the informal settlements and their inhabitants. See GFMC updates from 14 and 
17 January 2005 at: http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/current/globalfire.htm  
Training / Capacity Building within the Regional Subsahara Wildland Fire Network (AfriFireNet): An 
Intermediate and Advanced Incident Command System training course was held at Charters Creek, 
Zululand. Due to very good relationships within Afrifirenet, this years training course was conducted in 
cooperation with Working on Fire, South Africa and the GFMC-Afrifirenet. 4 Instructors from Montana 
and the US Forest Service gave their best to ensure the success of this event. The course ended with 
the SA-USA ICS Summit where the way ahead was discussed, not only for South Africa, but also for 
its neighbouring countries in the SADC region. The follow-up process of this summit is still ongoing 
and will be published as soon as possible. Afrifirenet was able to support the participation of six 
delegates from SADC countries with finances provided by the German Foreign Office / GFMC. 
 

Northeast Asia: North Korea 
Smoke haze from fires burning in North Korea in early May 2005 was affecting the entire region. 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GFMCnew/2005/05/0506/20050506_korea.htm  
 

Australasia: Australia 
South Australia had the worst fire since Ash Wednesday in 1983! Nine people died. The cause of the 
fire is still unknown. Five houses, two cabins, three sheds, one shop, three vans, 15 caravans, two 
buses, and four boats have been destroyed. There were an estimated 150 000 sheep in the 55-
kilometre area hit by the fires. See GFMC updates starting at 12 January at: 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/current/globalfire.htm  
 

Global Update: Wildland Fire Policies and Politics 
The next IFFN / GFMC Bulletin will inform on recent news on the development of a Global Wildland 
Fire Strategy. Interim information can be downloaded on the website of the Global Wildland Fire 
Network and the UN-ISDR Wildland Fire Advisory Group at: 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/globalNet.html 
 

FAO Wildland and Forest Fire Management Officer Vacancy Announcement (posted 3 June 2005 
– deadline for application: 29 July 2005): http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/course/jobs/jobs.htm  
 

Inside GFMC 
GFMC activities are updated in the GFMC calendar at: http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/intro/about4.html  


