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Pocket-sized, simple and easy to consult, the book is dedi-
cated to the forest fire fighters of different countries who
work together in the field. The number of terms is intention-
ally limited at less than 200 and the images are intended to be
used as a kind of “password”: the images are aimed at facil-
itating a common understanding among the actors of all in-
volved countries (each terms is thus translated in six
languages). In order to allow an easy identification of the area
of interest, each topic is marked by the same colour both in
the table of content and on the edge of each handbook page.
Besides the specific forest fire fighting terms, there are also
two special section devoted to logistics and to first aid, as
well as two appendices (in English language only) related to
air-ground communications and to the wind speed.
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FOREST FIRE FIGHTING TERMS HANDBOOK

The present handbook was conceived in the framework of the
training activities foreseen by the EU F.I.R.E. 4 Project  in order
to share a common language among the operational teams of
different countries.

The handbook was published thanks to the joint collaboration
between the National Forest Corps and the Italian Civil Protection
Department.
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F.I.R.E. 4 Project
Co-financed by the European Commission 

DG Enviroment
Civil Protection Unit

The Force dʼIntervention Rapide Européenne (F.I.R.E. 4), is a cooperation
project among Mediterranean countries facing similar typologies of risk, pro-
moted in the framework of the Community Mechanism for Civil Protection.

In March 2007, the European Union approved the F.I.R.E. 4 proposal - jointly
presented by France, Italy, Portugal and Spain - aiming at improving the pre-
vention of natural disasters and the interaction among different teams of Eu-
ropean countries in the field. The goal of the initiative is to ensure a better
protection of European citizens by developing the European Union rapid re-
sponse facing all risks related to natural disasters. 

Representatives from other Member States - Cyprus, Greece, Hungary, the
Czech Republic, Malta and Slovenia - are included in the project as “associ-
ated” countries.

The expected results of the F.I.R.E. 4 are the creation of multinational as-
sessment and intervention teams, the establishment of operational manage-
ment, standard operating procedures and the standardization of
technologies. 
The activities foreseen to achieve these results are: the implementation of a
training programme, that include workshops, training courses, exchange of
experts, purchase and sharing of equipment for radio communication and
the realization of two international exercises. 

In February 2008 the steering Committee of F.I.R.E. 4 decided to include Greece
as partner of the project, so the initiative is now known as F.I.R.E. 5.
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Foreword by EU Commissioner for Environment Stavros Dimas

Over the recent years, southern Europe has been severely affected by forest
fires. During the summer 2007 fires claimed more than 80 lives, including
five fire fighter pilots. More than 800,000 hectares of forest and vegetation
were burned and both areas of great ecological value and historical sites
were damaged. 

Due to climate changes, the frequency and intensity of extreme weather
events – such as heat waves – have been more and more increasing. Fol-
lowing those conditions, forest fires can easily begin and spread. It is also
noteworthy that the forest fires risk does not only affect southern Europe but
has been spreading to central and north European countries as well.

The European Commission is committed to help the EU Member States re-
duce this risk. Therefore, we need to deepen joint efforts aimed to prevent for-
est fires as well as to provide an effective and immediate response to
emergencies. That is the best way to prevent isolated incidents from bringing
about major disasters. 

In 2001, the Council of the European Union adopted a Decision creating the
Community Mechanism for civil protection. That resulted in the improvement
of the European assistance to both Member States and third countries af-
fected by disasters overwhelming the national response capacity. Since its
establishment, dealing with the forest fires response has been a major chal-
lenge for the Mechanism. 

The F.I.R.E. 4 project was initiated in 2006 and is financially supported by the
Commission. By promoting the cooperation among EU Member States (France,
Italy, Portugal and Spain), the project is aimed to create a shared culture of Eu-
ropean disaster management. I am delighted to see that Greece has recently
joined the project, which has thus become F.I.R.E. 5, and that other Member
States have also expressed a similar interest. 

This Handbook was set up and tested by F.I.R.E. 5 during a full-scale exer-
cise held in Sardinia in April 2008, which involved fire-fighting forces of the
five countries. It is a useful tool which paves the way to the shaping of a com-
mon language used by the staff in charge of fighting forest fires. Moreover,
by improving our operational response we are also fulfilling the European cit-
izens political request to take action in order to minimize the threats that for-
est fires represent for lives, livelihoods and the environment.
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APPENDIX I - FOREST FIRE FIGHTING AIR 
ATTACK: communications

COMMUNICATIONS 
from OPERATION ROOM 
to INCIDENT 
COMMANDER

INFO

• AIRCRAFT ... 
(EXAMPLE: CANADAIR 16) 
WAS ASSIGNED TO YOU.

• EXPECTED APPROACH 
TIME IS ... (EXAMPLE: 30 
MINUTES).

COMMUNICATIONS 
from INCIDENT COMMANDER 

to OPERATION ROOM

INFO

AIRCRAFT ... 
(EXAMPLE: CANADAIR 16) 

IS ON THE TARGET, 
CONTACTED.

AIRCRAFT ... 
(EXAMPLE: CANADAIR 16) 
LEAVES THE TARGET FOR 

REFUEL, CONFIRMED.

AIRCRAFT ... 
(EXAMPLE: CANADAIR 16) 

LEAVES THE AREA, 
MISSION FINISHED.
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89

COMMUNICATIONS 
from INCIDENT 
COMMANDER to AIRCRAFT

INFO

MY POSITION IS ...

TRAFFIC ON THE TARGET, AIR-
CRAFT ... (EXAMPLE: HELICOP-
TER I-ERIF).

UNKNOWN TRAFFIC ON THE
TARGET, AIRCRAFT TYPE AND
DIRECTION ... (EXAMPLE: HELI-
COPTER CROSSING SLOWLY
FROM EAST TO WEST).

REPORT FIRE SITUATION FROM
YOUR POINT OF VIEW.

REPORT YOUR ENDURANCE.

GROUND CREWS ARE WORKING:
• ON THE UPPER RIGHT FLANK.
• ON THE UPPER LEFT FLANK.
• ON THE LOWER RIGHT FLANK.
• ON THE LOWER LEFT FLANK.
• ON THE HEAD.
• ON THE HEAL.

AIR 
OBSTACLES 

AND
POWER
LINES

CAUTION, AIR OBSTACLE,
POWER LINE/HUNG CABLE
CROSSING ...
(EXAMPLE: FROM SOUTH TO
NORTH).

POWER LINES SWITCHED OFF,
NO LIMITATION FOR DROPPING.

APPENDIX I - FOREST FIRE FIGHTING AIR 
ATTACK: communications
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APPENDIX I - FOREST FIRE FIGHTING AIR 
ATTACK: communications

COMMUNICATIONS 
from INCIDENT 
COMMANDER to AIRCRAFT

APPROACH

IS IT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO
ATTACK:
• THE RIGHT FLANK?
• THE LEFT FLANK?
• THE HEAD?

OR, IN ALTERNATIVE:
• THE EASTERN PART?
• THE WESTERN PART?
• THE NORTHERN PART?
• THE SOUTHERN PART?

AREA IS CLEAR TO DROP, NO
PROBLEM FOR GROUND
CREWS.

DROP

DON’T DROP, GROUND CREW
CLOSED TO FIRE.

DROP IS GOOD.

DROP IS NOT GOOD:
• IT WAS IN THE BLACK.
• PUT FORWARD NEXT DROP.
• RETARD NEXT DROP.

• NO FOAM FOR THE NEXT DROP.
• MORE FOAM FOR THE NEXT 

DROP.
• LESS FOAM FOR THE NEXT 

DROP.

[1] Glossario CFS_12x17:Layout 1  17-06-2009  20:32  Pagina 90



91

APPENDIX I - FOREST FIRE FIGHTING AIR 
ATTACK: communications

COMMUNICATIONS 
from AIRCRAFT

to INCIDEN COMMANDER

INFO

WHICH IS THE TARGET?

OK, I COMPLY THE ATTACK
REQUESTED.

UNABLE TO COMPLY THE
ATTACK REQUESTED.

TOO MUCH WIND/TURBO-
LENCES, I LEAVE THE AREA.

THE AIRCRAFT HAS TROU-
BLES, I LEAVE THE AREA.

NEXT DROP WILL BE THE
LAST, I WILL LEAVE THE
AREA.
I'M GOING TO REFUEL, I
WILL BE BACK IN ... 
(EXAMPLE: 30 MINUTES).
LEAVING THE AREA AT
12.26, EXECUTED SEVEN
STANDARD DROPS AND
FIVE WITH FOAM.

SCOOPING
I'M GOING TO SCOOP, I
WILL BE BACK IN ... 
(EXAMPLE: 5 MINUTES).

DROP
APPROACHING FROM
SOUTH, 1-2 MINUTES TO
DROP.
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