Fire management in Chiapas

The critical importance of fire in Mexico and its impact of forest conservation and biodiversity preservation, has resulted in a series of shared initiatives among Mexican institutions that deal with forest conservation (e.g.CONAFOR, CONANP), and national and international NGO’s working on fire research (e.g. Fondo Mexicano para la Conservación de la Naturaleza (FMCN), and The Nature Conservancy (TNC). Among the results of this interaction are a series of fire management courses offered by the FMCN (WWW2), and several experimental projects which deal with fire management and forest restoration in protected areas (e.g. national parks, biosphere reserves, etc). One of the major concerns of these projects refers to the potential use of fire as a tool for fire prevention (e.g. prescribed burning), considering the biological impact of fire in each ecosystem under study. In this section we offer three documents regarding fire management and restoration of burned areas, that are included in this triple initiative:

Fire management in Sierra de Manantlan, Jalisco, Guadalajara, is an already on-going project located on the protected area of Sierra Manantlan, which has been suffering severe fires in the last years. Jardel et al. 2003 are the responsible researchers for this project.
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Fire management in Selva El Ocote, Chiapas, is a first version of a future fire management plan that is still being worked on. This project represents one of the first serious trials of managing fire in tropical areas, considering the different impacts of this element in each vegetation community. The present document was ellaborated by:
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This project is currently (2003) being managed by  José Martínez and Alejandro López-Portillo, in cooperation with FMCN and TNC.
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