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Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
Welcome to Freiburg University! Welcome to one of the oldest universities in Germany. In 
2007, we celebrated our 550th Anniversary. Among the 11 Faculties of Freiburg University – 
primarily Faculties of Humanities, Medicine but also recently with a Faculty of Technologies 
– the Faculty of Forest and Environmental Sciences is well placed in a “Green City” – the 
“Capital of the Black Forest” – a city which is hosting numerous institutions active in 
forestry, ecology and environmental studies.  
 
The hosts of this meeting are close partners of our Faculty of Forest and Environmental 
Sciences: The “Global Fire Monitoring Center” with the “Fire Ecology Research Group” – an 
institution of the Max Planck Society for the Advancement of Science and Associate Institute 
of the United Nations University – is affiliated with our University. The Central European 
Regional Office of the European Forestry Institute, located at the Forest Research and 
Experiment Station of Baden-Württemberg State, is also a close partner of our university. 
 
I would like to welcome our visitors and guests. The Closing Meeting of this largest-ever 
forest fire research and development project in Europe is bringing together 36 partner 
institutions from Europe, Africa, South America, Russia and Mongolia, as well as partners 
from North America. 
 
Forest fires in Europe and globally are recognized as a growing problem. The severe fires that 
hit Southern European countries during the last decade caused great concern among European 
citizens. Why are fires burning more severely? Is this a consequence of a changing climate in 
Europe? 
 
A closer look reveals that the issue around the reasons and consequences of forest fires are 
rather complex. For instance, I have learned that the consequences of land-use change are 
significantly influencing the occurrence and severity of wildfires. The rural exodus all over 
Europe is resulting in less intensive cultivation and utilization of the productivity of our lands.  



 
As a result our landscapes are overgrown and become more flammable, the wildfires more 
difficult to control. 
 
Back in the late 1970s the new and young science discipline “fire ecology” was established 
here at Freiburg University. The scientists began to investigate many burning questions – 
including the “other side”, the positive side of fire. Fire obviously had been used in land 
management for centuries. Fires set by farmers, shepherds and hunters had shaped landscapes 
and opened space for biodiversity-rich flora and fauna. 
 
Together with European researchers a series of Symposia on Fire Ecology was initiated in 
Freiburg in 1977 to collectively define the role of fire in the cultural landscapes of Europe.  
 
And this brings me to a special welcome to Professor Francisco Rego, the coordinator of this 
Research Project “Fire Paradox”. Welcome back to Freiburg, colleague Rego! As I was told 
by Professor Goldammer of the Global Fire Monitoring Center – your first visit to Freiburg 
University was your participation and contribution to the second Symposium on Fire Ecology 
back in 1983, meanwhile more that a quarter of a century ago. At that time all of you began to 
investigate the traditional use but also innovative methods of integrating fire in the 
management and maintenance of some European ecosystems.  
 
However, as I was told – the time was not yet ready! It took another two decades before this 
Integrated Project of the European Commission provided an enabling environment for 
scientists and practitioners to work together pragmatically to transfer the fundamental 
knowledge of fire ecology to sound practices of fire management. 
 
You may have noted that the entrance of this building of Freiburg University is flanked by the 
sculptures of the Greek philosopher Aristoteles and the Greek poet Homer. And inside, the 
foyer of the Aula, where you are meeting, is named after the Greek hero Prometheus – the 
“Prometheus Hall”. Prometheus had taken, not to say “stolen”, the fire from Zeus, and passed 
it on to the humans. While Zeus punished Prometheus – you have the privilege to be in the 
possession of fire, to handle it carefully, wisely and for the benefit for the environment and 
humanity. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, I wish you every success in your deliberations at the Closing Meeting 
of the Fire Paradox project. May the outcomes of the discussions and the recommendations to 
policy makers in the European Union and the participating countries lead to a successful 
transfer of fire science to the sound application of fire for the benefit of all. 
 
Once again – welcome to Freiburg University! 
 
Thank you. 
 
 


