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Preface

To assist the South Caucasus countries in enhancing their fire management capacities,
the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) is implementing the
project "Enhancing National Capacity on Fire Management and Wildfire Disaster Risk
Reduction in the South Caucasus”in partnership with the Global Fire Monitoring Center
(GFMC) based in Germany. The project is implemented within the framework of the
Environment and Security (ENVSEC) Initiative that aims at promoting environmental
co-operation for reduction of environment and security risks. ENVSEC Initiative is a
partnership of six international organizations — OSCE, United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), Regional Environmental Centre for Central
and Eastern Europe (REC) and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as an
associate partner.

The focus of the project “Enhancing National Capacity on Fire Management and
Wildfire Disaster Risk Reduction in the South Caucasus”is threefold: Capacity building,
policy development and regional and international co-operation. Active participation in
regional and international networks provides the countries of the region with up-to-
date expertise and access to fire suppression assistance during large fire emergencies.

In Georgia, the project is cooperating with the Deutsche Gesellschaft flir Internationale
Zusammenarbeit — GIZ (German Agency for International Cooperation) through its
project Sustainable Management of Biodiversity, South Caucasus.

Both projects aim to reduce the negative impacts of fires on forests, protected areas
and other ecosystems, including arable agricultural lands and pasture lands. To reach
this goal it is needed to involve all private and public land managers.

While forest ecosystems and protected areas must be completely protected from fire,
the owners and managers of agricultural lands (arable lands) and pastures are
confronted with a dilemma. On the one side fire is used by farmers to clean the arable
fields after harvest; or fire is used by shepherds to burn the dry vegetation of the
previous year and to stimulate the growth of fresh, palatable grass, and to fight
bushes and trees encroaching the pastures.

On the other side many of these fires are escaping and entering protected areas and
forest. A big problem are the windbreak belts that are located in the middle of
agricultural lands. These windbreak belts, which have been widely cut down in the
1990s, are now rehabilitaed but are very vulnerable to fires.

The fire management training course in Dedoplistskaro is the first of such kind at
municipality level in Georgia.

For this purpose this Handbook has been prepared which contains the EuroFire
Standards and Training Materials in Georgian language. These materials have been
produced to be used by trainers for instructing / local firefighters and volunteers, staff
of the Agency for Protected Areas and the National Forest Agency of Georgia, with the
purpose of enhancing the safety and efficiency of fighting fires in forests and other
vegetation in Georgia.
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