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Aacoroyor: Emewkag averapkng o N. Xapooirdg
Apng Xatlnyewpyiov

H IMoaveAAvia Evoon Aacoldywv Anpociov YnoAAAov orodidel otny [TupocPeotikn koo
GULVTOVIGHO Kot LITEPPOAIKT eEAPTNOT o Ta EVaEPLa PEGA, Emonpaivel Ot Tay AdBog o

S OPIGUOS TN TPOANYNG OO TNV KATAGTOAN TV TUPKayLudVv ov glye yivel to 1998 won {ntel
dipeomn oAoyr TOL VOUIKOD TAGIOV Y1 TNV OVTUTLPIKT TPocTacio tov dachv ® H onuacio
TV TUPOPLANKIMV Kol TOV AVTITVPIKAOV (ovav @ Ta oKOTEWVE GUUPEPOVTO TTOL TPOKAAODY
oTpePADOELC.

EXenym 10006 T1g TpdTES KPIGIUES OTIYIEG EKONAMONS TOV TVPKAYIDV, avuTtapEio
OVLGLOCTIKTG SLYEIPIONG TOV dUGMV LE ATOUAKPVLVOT] EMKIVOIVLVOV DAMK®V Kot TupOcPEecn
pévo amd 0€pog Kot LEC... TNAEOPAONG.

Av1d givol, cOPLPOVA e EUTELPOVS OGOAOYOVGS, TO KEVIPIKA YOPUKTNPIOTIKA TNG
OVTILETMOMIONG TOV £PAPUOLEL TO KPATOG TIC TEAEVTAIEG dEKOETIES, E101KA LETA TO 1998 OV
v Kevrpikn evBOvn avéraPe n TTvpocPeotik odnymdvTag og amoyilmon ¢ Aacikng
Yanpeoiog Kot LETATPOTN TNG GE YPAUPELOKPOTIKO UNYAVIGUO.

H IMaveAlqvia Evoon Aacoloyov Anpociov Yrodiiov (ITEAAY) e€édwoe y0eg
avaKoivoon (NTavtag «aAAay) TOPO TOV VOLKOD TANLGIO Y1 TNV AVIUTUPIKN TPOCTAGIO
TOV 000OVY». «OTmg OAOL 01 TOAITES TG YDPOS, OyaVaKTOVUE PAETOVTOC 0G.0M Kol TEPLOVGIEG
va yivovtal otayteg Kot avOpamiveg Lo va yivovTol Kol TOV KPOTIKO UNYoVIGHO
€€0VOETEPMUEVO VO LNV UITOPEL VoL oNKADGEL TO PApog TG dlayeiplong Tov TPoPALATOC 1] vaL
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KATOPEVYEL TNV ETKOIVOVIOKT OVOPOPH CTATICTIKAOV TOV 0pUHOS10v veuITovpyoy TToArtikng
[Ipoctaciog yio va S1KatoAoy\ oL TNV Topovsia tovy, avagépet ) [TIEAAY.

Ot dacordyor kataroyilovv vrepPoiikn e£aptnomn and ta evaépla LEGO 6TO OO0 TTOL
axolovOei n [TuposPESTIKN Y10 AVTIUETOTION TV SUGIKOV TUPKAYIDV

EUROKINISSI/ZQTHPHX AHMHTPOIIOY AOZ

O1 dacordyor yapaktpilovv tov Niko XopoaAld «EMEKNDS OVETOPKN», OAAL evTomilovv Tig
duokolieg amotelespaTikng dwoyeiptong Pabvtepa: oto emyelpnolakd SdyHo Tov
[MvupooPesticod Zdpatog Kot Tov TpOTO 0pydvecns Agttovpyiag Tov mov eEaptdton
vepPolikd amd TV evaépia TLPOGREST KOl LTOPEPEL O KAKO GUVIOVIGUO.

IHopioua tov 2007

H ITEAAY Bewpet vmoypéwon g vo {ntoet amd v kuépynon va cefactel To
CUVTOYHOTIKO SIKOI®LLO TV TOATAOV Y10 TNV TPOGTAGIO TMV OGOV KOl TOV PUGIKOD
TEPPAALOVTOG TOV «GTNV TPOYUATIKOTNTO £XOVV EYKOTAAEWPOEL GTNV TOYN TOVG», AAAG KO
TNV LOYPEWON TNG TOATEING VAL OPYAVAGEL TOV KPATIKO UNYOVIGULOY.

Oupuifovv pdiota 6t 0 1010¢ 0 TpWBVTOVPYHS eivan EvEPOS TV TPOPANUdT®V, KaBMG NTOV
Tpoedpog TS Moviung Emttpomnc tng BovAng, 1 omoio LETA TIG KATAGTPENTIKES TUPKOAYIES
oV 2007 eKkmOVNGE TOPICLO TO OTTOI0 GOPESTOTA TEPLEYPOUPE TNV AVAYKT avabedpnong tov
EMYELPNCLOKOL GYEICLOV e TANPN avabedpnon Tov vopov 2612/1998 mov ek twv
anotedecudTov anétuye». «H kowovia pog £xet mAnpmoet moAd axpiPd v AavBacuévn
amoeoot TS KuPBEpvnong Tov 1998 mov daydpioe T0 AVTIKEIPEVO TG TPOANYNG Ao TV
KATOGTOAN TV Tupkayldv. To AdBog dev mpénetl va cuveyiotely, katainyel n IIEAAY.
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O mpdedpog g [IEAAY, Nikntoag Opoykiokakng

«OAot o1 moAiteg mepuévovy mote Ba meTdEovv T TVpocPectikd agpomidva. H mupodcPeon
KOTAVINGE Vo YIVETOL ammd a€POC Kat amd TIG TNAEOPACELS», Lo EENYEL 0 TPOESPOS TNG
I[MEAAY Nunrag @paykiokdkng. Osmpel factkd Kot evOEKTIKO AdB0G TO QotvOUEeVo va
avalOTLPOVOVTOL TVPKAYLES, Ol 0Toieg vToTifeTan £xovv Te0el VIO EAeyy0, OGS Eyve Kat e
™ Boapopmndumn.

«Agv vapyEL GPEST KATAGTOAN GTNV TPAOTN TEPTI000 EKONAMONG Kot TPOANYN LEG® TNG
dwayeipiong Tov ddcovgy, cuveyilet o K. Dpaykiokdkng: «Otav v vOOVT eiye N Adoikn|
Ymmpeoia, opydvave cuvepyeio 0acomupOSPESTg LE LOVILO TPOCSHOTIKO KOl EKTAKTOVS TOV
npocAapfave Kabe ypovo and v kdbe gvaicOntn meproyn. [aipvape Kdopo and Ta YOP®
YOP, ovOpOTOVS TOV EEPAV T KATOTOTLO, TO TEPACLLATA, TIG 000VG dLOPLYNG. ATOTEAOVGE
Eykinua ko elfopyo mopdntop va avalomupwbetl potid mov eiyope 0€oel og Eleyyo.
Eto1, amopevyape Tic mupKaylég HeyaAng dtdpketag, mov PAETOVIE TOPA OAO KOl GLYVOTEPQL,
o1 omoieg offvouv poévov otav eEavtAnbel evieAdg 1 kowoiun VAN. Alvape payn péoa oto
0000G, OV TEPIUEVALLE TN GOTIO GTOV OIKIGUO OTAV T E1YE AMOKTNOEL OVEEEAEYKTN 1Y O».

Me tov 1pOT0 0VTOV, TOVILEL 0 TPOESPOS TV OACOAOYWV, EKTOOEVTNKE EVOG OAOKANPOG
KOGLLOG vaL TEPLUEVEL T SOTNPia LOVoV omd Ta evaéptla péca. Opms, «aepoTAdva Kot
eMkomTEPQ Elval YPNOILO LOVO Y10 TAYLLOTO GTO HETMOTO TNG TUPKAYLAG TOV Kiveital e
ToyOTNTO Kot TifevTon DKo eKTOG LAYNS OTOV TEPTEL TO GKOTAOL 1 OTOV EMKPOUTOVV
avti&oec ovvOnKeg gite 0T oTEPLE (TOAD LYNMAEG Bepokpacies, OTw TOPA LE TOV KODCMVL)
elte ot BdAacoa and v omoia avepodialovtat. EykataieipOnke n epyacia avayaitiong kot
KOTOGTOANG TOL UTOPOVV VoL KAvoLV Ta TELomOPOl TUNATO LEGH GTO OAG0G OOVAEVOVTOG
HéEPa aAAG Ko VOYTO 6T OpLol HETOED KAUEVOL-GKOVTOL, ATOUAKPHVOVTOS KOG VAN Kot
ofnvovrog Tig pkpég eotiec. Todpa, Tapatnpeiton To PAVOUEVO Vo EPYOVTOL TUPOGPECTES
omv Attikn and ™ Adpioa Kot ta Tpikada, Tov prnopet vo unv £xovv 18€a yio. T0 oavEayALpo
KOl TIG 10101TEPOTNTES TG TEPLOYNG.

H Aacwn Yanpeoia dev €xel poévov anoyiiwbel and mpocomikd, aArd mopapepileton Kot
Kkd0e TpmTofovAia Tng. ZNtnoe yxpnpatoddtnon 17 ekatoppvpiov yio epyacieg dtoyeiptong
dacmv Kot NG eykpidnkoav poig 1,7 exat. Opmg, Yo v [HoMtikn Ipootacio Bpédnkav
dveta 18 ekatopppla Kot ovEDESE e KOTEMELYOLGES O10dIKAGIEG EPYACIES OTA TEPLOGTTUK
daon. To Aacapyeio Oescarovikng (ntovoe 1,2 exart. ya epyacieg kabapiopov og 7.500
OTPEUUOTA GTO XELY X0V, avTi avTov doONKav pe amevBeing avdBeon amd v IToAitikn
[Ipootacia 1,7 exart. yia 3.000 otpépupotoy, emonuaivel o N. Opaykiokdxng.
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Evigio Xoua

XOoppova pe tov 00ktopa EAcvBépto Ztapatdmovro, 0ac0AOYO-TePPOAALOVIOADYO HEAETNTY,
VILAPYOVV OVO ATOYELS: «ZVOUEOVA [LE TN U0, TOV PAIVETOL VO OTOSEYETOL TO KPATOG TOL
TeEAELTALN XPOVIO, L0 OUCTKY] TVPKAYLA Elval OTTwG KABe AAAN pmTLd, Eva Beppukd eoptio,
dpa to avabétovpe oty [MupooPeotikny Ymmpeoia. [Ipocwmikd, sipot vagp g GAANG dmoyng
7oV Bempel OTL 1| SOGIKT TVPKAYLL OTOLTEL Lo OAOKANP®UEVT dlaxeipion Tov EEKvE Tov
yewpava. Eva Eviaio Zopa mov akoAovBmvtog cuykekpléva oxEota aoyoleiTol va avolyet
AVTUTVPIKES (MOVES OTOUOKPVVOVTOS GYOANCTIKG TNV KOOGS VAN 6TIC 000 TAELPES.

Tavtdypova, opyavdvel Kol cuVTNPEL VYNAL TVPOPLVAAKLA Y Vo £YEL dpeoT emonteia — Oa
apkovoav 100 Té€to1a TUPOPLAGKLIN VO KOADTTOLV OAN TV EMKPATELN apKel va fpiokovTal og
Kaiplo onueio Kot va givor cwotd eravopouéva. To ntoduevo amod exel Kot mépa eivor n
EVYEPELD AUECHV KIVICEMV LE EVEAIKTO LUKPA OYLLOLTOL Y10, TNV «TTPAOTN TANEN» KATd TG
TLPKAYIAG TNV OPa oL Eeomd. Edv mepipévoupie va eLeavicotody ta evaépta LEGA Y10, VoL
TEGEL TO TPATO VEPD, TO TTaLyvidt £xel yabel. AgpomAdva Kot EMKOTTEPA EIVOL TOAD YPNCLUOL
¢ Bopv TPoPoikd oTO LETOTA EPOGOV OUMGS £XEL EEKIVIGEL £YKALPaL 1) LAY LEGO GTO
dAo0G Yo VoL UV VItapyovV avalomupdcelg ota petomiabev. Kot puowkd n [MupooPeotiky
Ymnpeoia pmopel va cuveyicet T oNUOVTIKY OOVAELY, TPOGTATEVOVTAG TOVG OKIGHOVS. To
Kpioo Bépa eivar Opwg To av N eoTId o PTACEL GTOV OIKIGUO YIYAVTOUEVI )
e€acBevnuévny, KOTAANYEL O K. ZTOUATOTOVAOG.

Ddwvalovv apaye TOpa 01 SAGOAOYOL Y10 VO TAPOLV TO AL TOVG To®, EXELON Exacav BECELS
Kot a&iopoto 0tov avédafe v kevipikn ev0Hvn 1 [vpocPeotikny Yanpeoia, To 1998; Avtd
dev amokAgieTal, OAAG EMIGUMOS OAOL LAOVV Y10 TNV ovayKT €vog Eviaiov Zopatog mov va
GLYKEVTIPAOVEL OAEC TIG QUVALELS Kot VoL UnV KaTappéetl Onote epgavioviot tantdypova 60o-
TPELG LEYAAES TLPKAYIEC GE JAPOPETIKG onueia TG xdpag. [Tavtoe, vdpyovy Kot apKeTol
d0c0AGYOL IOV £XOVV a Yapd «BOAEVTEDY e TV KATACTOGCT TG TEAELTOIOG EIKOCAETING,
OYOAOVLEVOL LIE TN YPOPELOKPATIO TOV dUGIKMV YOPTAOV Kol TNV £KOOGT OTOPAGEDV
YOPOKTNPIGUAOV PE SUAVTIKO otkovopkd eplexopevo. H 6An vmoBeon €xel Opmg ko GAleg
OKOTELVEG TTUYEG:

® To mavakpifo «moryvido e Ta vaépia HEGa, ol eBmaoelg Tmv omoiwv KooTilovy GYedov
350 exoToppidpla VPO ETNGIMG.

® O1 payeg v ta YoAdVio Twv TupocPect®dv Onwg Pyaivouy Katd KopoHg GTNV ETLPAVELD LLE
apopun Tpaywkég e€ehéerc. [ToAhol avaxalobv ot pvipn Tog EEPLYE N EOTIL TOL EKOYE TO
2007 tov €Bvikd opouod g [apvnbog dtav o Tomkdg dacapyng Kot 0 TOTKOG SLOTKNTNG TNG
[MupooPeotikng elyov 0pyavdOGEL TOV TPOTO OVOKOTNG TG PMOTLAS, OAAL £XOGAV T LAY ETELON
eueavioTnKay 6to 1edio o1 T0Te avdtatol aSiwpatikoi g [uposPectikng (ntadvtag
avaPopég Kot dtvovtog 0AAOTPOCOUAAES EVTOAEC.

® Ta otkovopkd oQEéAN Tov B TPOEKVITOV ATTO TV OTOUAKPVVCT) TG KOVGIUNG VANG TPV
amd 1o KaAoKaipt Kat T difeon g oty Propnyavio yio TEAET Kot 0VTIOTOL(O TPOTOVTA.

® Tnv emonteio TOV PUTOPEL VO £XEL OPYAVOUEVO GO OUGOPVAAK®OV LE TOPOVGIN YEUMVOL-
KaAokaipt péoa ota 6domn. Amotehel KOO HUOTIKO OTL TOAAEG PMTIEG EEGTOVV OTAV
KOAMEPYNTES XAGIT0PVTEL®V PAoVV EOTIEG OTAV AvTIANEOOVY OTL 1] dPACTNPLOTNTE TOVG EYEL
EVTOMIOTEL



English Translation
Foresters: N. Hardalias is forgivingly inadequate
Aris Chatzigeorgiou

The Panhellenic Union of Civil Servants Attributes to the Fire Brigade poor coordination and
excessive dependence on the air means, points out that it was wrong to separate the prevention
from the suppression of fires that took place in 1998 and calls for an immediate change in the
legal framework for fire protection

e The importance of outposts and fire zones

e The dark interests that cause distortions. Lack of power in the first critical moments of the
fires, lack of effective forest management with removal of hazardous materials and firefighting
only from the air and through ... television. These are, according to experienced foresters, the
central features of the treatment applied by the state in recent decades, especially after 1998
when the Fire Brigade took over the central responsibility leading to the deforestation of the
Forest Service and its transformation into a bureaucratic mechanism. The Panhellenic
Association of Foresters of Civil Servants (PEDDY) issued an announcement yesterday asking
for "a change now in the legal framework for fire protection of forests." "Like all citizens of the
country, we are outraged to see forests and property being reduced to ashes and human lives
being lost and the state mechanism neutralized not being able to bear the burden of managing the
problem or resorting to the statistical reporting of the Deputy Minister of Civil Protection for to
justify his presence ", reports PEDDY. Foresters characterize Nikos Hardalias as "indulgently
inadequate", but they identify the difficulties of effective management deeper: in the operational
doctrine of the Fire Brigade and the way it operates, which depends too much on aerial
firefighting and suffers from poor coordination. Finding of 2007 PEDDY considers it its
obligation to ask the government to respect the constitutional right of citizens to protect forests
and the natural environment that "have in fact been abandoned to their fate", but also "the
obligation of the state to organize the state mechanism".

They even remind that the Prime Minister himself is aware of the problems, as he was chairman
of the Standing Committee of the Parliament, which after the devastating fires of 2007 prepared
a conclusion which clearly described "the need to revise business planning with a full revision of
law 2612/1998 which failed as a result".

"Our society has paid dearly for the wrong decision of the government of 1998, which separated
the object of prevention from the suppression of fires. The mistake must not continue ",
concludes PEDDY. "All the citizens are waiting for the firefighting planes to fly. The firefighting
turned out to be done from the air and from the televisions ", explains the president of PEDDY,
Nikita Fragiskakis. He considers the phenomenon of re-igniting fires as a basic and indicative
mistake, which are supposed to have been brought under control, as was the case with Varybobi.
"There is no immediate repression in the first period of the event and prevention through the
management of the forest", continues Mr. Fragiskakis: . We took people from the surrounding
villages, people who knew the swallows, the passages, the escape routes. It was a crime and a
disciplinary offense to rekindle a fire we had brought under control. Thus, we avoided the long-
lasting fires, which we now see more and more often, which are extinguished only when the fuel
is completely depleted. We were fighting in the forest, we did not wait for the fire in the
settlement when it had already gained uncontrollable power ". In this way, the president of the
foresters emphasizes, an entire world has been trained to wait for salvation only by air. However,



"airplanes and helicopters are only useful for hitting the front of a fast-moving fire and are easily
out of action when it gets dark or when adverse conditions prevail either on land (very high
temperatures, such as now with heat) or at sea." from which they are refueled. The work of
restraint and repression that can be done by the pedestrian sections in the forest was abandoned,
working day and night at the boundaries between burnt-unburned, removing fuel and
extinguishing the small hearths. Now, there is a phenomenon of firefighters coming to Attica
from Larissa and Trikala, who may have no idea about the terrain and the peculiarities of the
area.

In this way, the president of the foresters emphasizes, an entire world has been trained to wait for
salvation only by air. However, "airplanes and helicopters are only useful for hitting the front of
a fast-moving fire and are easily out of action when it gets dark or when adverse conditions
prevail either on land (very high temperatures, such as now with heat) or at sea." from which
they are refueled. The work of restraint and repression that can be done by the pedestrian
sections in the forest was abandoned, working day and night at the boundaries between burnt-
unburned, removing fuel and extinguishing the small hearths. Now, there is a phenomenon of
firefighters coming to Attica from Larissa and Trikala, who may have no idea about the terrain
and the peculiarities of the area. The Forest Service has not only been deforested by staff, but
also ostracizes any of its initiatives. It requested funding of 17 million for forest management
work and only 1.7 million were approved for it, but for the Civil Protection

Single House According to Dr. Eleftherios Stamatopoulos, a forester-environmentalist, there are
two views: "According to one, which the state seems to accept in recent years, a forest fire is like
any other fire, a thermal load, so we entrust it to the Fire Department. Service. Personally, [ am
in favor of the other view, which considers that forest fires require a comprehensive management
that begins in the winter. A Unified Body that, following specific plans, deals with opening fire
zones, meticulously removing the fuel on both sides. At the same time, it organizes and
maintains high fire stations for direct supervision - 100 such fire stations would be enough to
cover the entire territory as long as they are located at key points and are properly manned. What
is required from there and beyond is the ease of direct movements with flexible small vehicles
for the "first boredom" against the fire when it breaks out. If we wait for the aerial means to
appear for the first water to fall, the game is lost. Planes and helicopters are very useful as heavy
artillery on the fronts, but as long as the battle in the forest has started in time so that there are no
resurgences in the rear. And of course the Fire Service can continue the important work,
protecting the settlements. The crucial issue, however, is whether the fire will reach the
settlement gigantic or weakened ", concludes Mr. Stamatopoulos. Are foresters now shouting to
get their blood back, because they lost positions and positions when the Fire Department took
over the main responsibility, in 1998? This is not ruled out, but officially everyone is talking
about the need for a Unified Body that gathers all the forces and does not collapse whenever
there are two or three large fires in different parts of the country. However, there are several
foresters who have been "comfortable" with the situation of the last twenty years, dealing with
the bureaucracy of forest maps and the issuance of designations of designations with significant
economic content. But the whole affair has other dark aspects:

e The very expensive "game" with the aerial means, the leases of which cost almost 350 million
euros per year.

e The battles for the gallons of firefighters as they come to the surface from time to time on the
occasion of tragic developments. Many recall how the fire that burned the Parnitha National Park
in 2007 escaped when the local forester and the local commander of the Fire Brigade had



organized the way to stop the fire, but lost the battle because the then senior officers of the Fire
Brigade appeared on the field and giving alien commands.

e The economic benefits that would result from the removal of fuel before the summer and its
disposal in the industry for pellets and related products.

e The supervision that can have an organized body of forest rangers with a presence of winter-
summer in the forests. It is a common secret that many fires break out when hashish growers
light fires when they realize that their activity has been detected.



