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INopyog Evtoyiong,
Aacoroy0g

Ot voKEUEVES TOMTIKES 00OEVELES THG OLOYEIPLONG TWV TVPKOYIDV 00NYODV Ta. OA0H], THV
KOIVVIQ KOl TV 01KOVOULO, THS Ypas atn diacwinvwan. H mpoinyn yivetor avuiinmoy uovo
OTaY TPOKEITOL Va. OLAPVAGLOVUE TO KPATOS 0o THY e080VN TS amdletas avBpomvwy (wv.
EOviko ayéoio vmdpyel uovo yio v KaTtooTo) TOV TUPKOYIOV EVOD TOPAYVDPILETOL
O10POVIKG, ] OVAYKN OLOYEIPLONG TOV KIVODUVOD KOl TWV ETITTWOEDY TOVS 0TO TAALGLO
OYeO10.0UOD TNG TPOANYNG o€ eOVIKO emtimedo.

[Mopd ™V aAnbeta Tov 1GYVPIGHOD, 01 EVTOVESG KOl LEYAANG EKTOCTG KOTAGTPOPIKES
mopkayEg Tov 2021 dev £x0VV amOKAEIGTIKNY o1Tior TNV KAWLATIKY 0AA0y. X& TOAD peydro
Babud opeiovtar 6TIG TOMTIKEG EMAOYES TV TEAEVTOIMV OEKAETIOV V1o T SloyElplon TV
TUPKAYIDOV KOl EI0IKOTEPO GTOV ETLYEPNCLOKO SUYDOPIGUO TNG TPOANYNS OO TNV
KOTOGTOAY, TNV TPLLOOATNON TNG KATAGTOANG Kot TNV avurapéio dtayeipiong Tov
Mecoyelok®V 0a0MV GTIC TEPLOYES LLE SLOYPOVIKO KIVOLVO TupKayIdV. AVTEG Ol KATUGTAGELS
AOTEAOVV TaL YPOVIOL VITOKEILEVO VOOT|LLOTO TTOV ATEIAOVV VAL TTAGO, GTUYLT VO GTEIAOVV TO
TEPPAALOY, TNV OIKOVOUTO KO TV KOWV®VIM ..GTNV EVIOTIKN, TNV ETOYY] TOL «100» TNG
KMpotikng oAlayns. Edv dev «gppoiibdocovpe» to eAANVIKE 6Gom Le TNV amaitoOUEVT ETHGLN
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d001M TPOANYNG, M «EVTOTIKN» TNG TVPOSPeon oev Ba pumopécet va avtamokpliel 6GeC
«kAiveg» Canadair kot ov Oo drabéTet.

To mapdoo&o TV SacIK®V TVPKAYI®DV Eival OTL 0G0 TEPICCOTEPO TIC KATACTEAAELS TOGO TLO
KATOGTPOPIKES Yivovtatl. Kt avtd emeldn ta pecoystakd ddon eival {oviovoi opyavicuol mov
napdyovv dapkadg Bropdlo n omoia TpoeTOdleTOL OO TO KA Kot TIG KOPIKES GUVONKES
Y10 VO OTOTEAECEL KATOL0L GTUYUN TPOON Yol TNV upkoaytd. ' Etor n avetnpn

KOTOGTOAY TPOKAAEL GTO OGGOG 0L KAVTOAVOGT» KATAGTACT TOV awEAVEL TIg d1aBEoTES Yia
TNV TUPKAYI TOGOTNTEG OUGIKMV Kowoipmv. o va propécovpe va eEacpaiicovpe ™
Blooidtnta Tov dAcoVE Kot VO EANYIGTOTOMGOVLE TIG CNUIEG amd TIC TupKaylEG Oo Tpémet
TPOANTTIKA VO GYESIAGOVUE TO TOTHO Kot TN PAACTNON £T01 OGTE VO TPOGPEPEL UIKPA KoLl
ovyva yeopata ot eotid! Tétowa, mov 1 cvurepipopd ¢ va etvan eEAEYEUN and Tov
UNYOVICUO TNG KATOGTOANG OKOUT) KOl O€ aKPaieg GUVONKEG.

H vio0émon and v eAAnvikn moMteio TG TVPANG Kot ETOETIKNG KATAGTOANG TNG POTLAC,
nov gtvo 1 Pactkn apyn TS AoTIKNG TVPOSPRESTS, EXEL LEGO- pLokpotpdesa avTifeta
anoteAéopaTa 6TIG OaoKES mupkaylés. Katamolepdpe  eotid 0tav ot cuvOnkeg eival
EVVOTKEC Y10 TUPOGPEDT, e£0cPAMIOVTOS YEPOTEPES GLVONKES Ad TAELPAS POPTIOVL
KOWGIHoV otV endpuevn mopkayld, 0tav ol cuvinkeg Ba givor avtifosg.

Ymnv EALGSa ot tehevtaieg dvo dekaetieg yopaktnpiloviatl amd v adtapopio TG TOALTEIOG
YO TNV OVTILETMOTICT TOV OVOYKOV TNG TPOANYNG Kot 0O TOMTIKES ELOACNS Kot
TPYOSOTNONG TNS KATOGTOANG G€ eMinedo Becuikdv mopepPdoemv kot S1d0eong TIOTAOCEWMV.
270 GLVOAIKO amoAoYIGUO TV TerevTaimy 20 ypdvov ot domdves Yo TNV TuPOcPEST, TOL GE
peydro Babud eivar e€optnpévn amd TNV EVIATIKY YP1OT TOV EVOEPIOV UECOV, AVEAVOVTOL
JLLPOVIKA EVA 01 OVTIGTOLYXES Yol TNV TPOANYT £XO0VV GXEOOV UNOEVIOTEL.

English Translation

Return to prevention or disaster without return
George Eftychidis, Forester

25/08/2021

The underlying political diseases of fire management are driving the country's forests, society
and economy into the pipeline. Prevention is perceived only when we are going to protect the
state from the responsibility of losing human lives. There is a national plan only for fire
suppression, while the need to manage the risk and its consequences in the context of prevention
planning at the national level is overlooked over time.

Despite the truth of the claim, the intense and large-scale catastrophic fires of 2021 are not the
sole cause of climate change. They are largely due to the political choices of fire management in
recent decades, and in particular to the operational separation of repression prevention, the
suppression premium and the lack of management of Mediterranean forests in areas with a long-
standing fire risk. These conditions are the chronic underlying diseases that threaten at any time
to send the environment, the economy and society ..in the intensive, the era of the "virus" of
climate change. If we do not "vaccinate" the Greek forests with the required annual dose of



prevention, the "intensive" firefighting will not be able to meet as many "beds™ as Canadair will
have.

The paradox of forest fires is that the more you suppress them, the more destructive they
become. This is because the Mediterranean forests are living organisms that constantly produce
biomass which is prepared by the climate and weather conditions to be at some point food for
the fire. Thus the severe repression causes in the forest an "autoimmune™ condition that increases
the quantities of forest fuels available for the fire. In order to ensure the sustainability of the
forest and to minimize the damage from the fires, we must precautionarily plan the landscape
and the vegetation so that it offers small and frequent meals on the fire! Such that its behavior is
controllable by the mechanism of repression even in extreme conditions.

The adoption by the Greek state of blind and aggressive fire suppression, which is the basic
principle of urban firefighting, has the opposite medium- and long-term effects on forest fires.
We fight the fire when the conditions are favorable for firefighting, ensuring worse conditions in
terms of fuel load in the next fire, when the conditions will be adverse.

In Greece, the last two decades are characterized by the indifference of the state to address the
needs of prevention and by policies of emphasis and premium of repression at the level of
institutional interventions and the allocation of funds. In the total report of the last 20 years, the
expenses for the firefighting, which is largely dependent on the intensive use of the air means,
increase over time while the corresponding ones for the prevention have been almost zero.

Making a simple comparison of the following picture given by the statistics of the last decades
we will see that the total areas burned every twenty years are about the same even though the
management policy changed (Law 2612/1998) and the funding multiplied. However, the
distribution over the years is different as the last two decades are characterized by a decrease in
the burned area in mild years and an eruption of the burned area in the difficult years. The results
to date therefore do not in any way presuppose that investing in this policy has proved

profitable.
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Vegetation management, especially in climate change, is the main measure for mitigating forest
fire behavior, but requires systematic and consistent implementation and not fire-fighting
interventions during the fire season. As the Undersecretary of State PP stated ".. if we had not
done the cleaning in Hippocrates State, the fire would have run and we would not have been



able to stop it in Malakasa. If we had not stopped it in Malakasa, we do not know where the fire
would have ended passing through Kalamos and Oropos. If we had not done the cleaning in
Thrakomakedones, we would have lost four times as many houses. "If we had not done the
cleaning in Tatoi - this may seem like an oxymoron - we would not have been able to put out the
first fire, in a forest that was for years, decades, unmaintained.” The Deputy Minister of Defense
referred to the "Dryades" program, a program of clearing the vegetation in 21 targeted areas of
forest-settlement mixing on the occasion of the damages caused by the bad weather of "Medea",
lasting 40 days that started in June (1) Of 2021. The "Dryades" were financed by order of the
Prime Minister (1) And were implemented by the GPP, but without, as the Deputy Minister of
PP confesses, being its responsibility (1). Once again, the Forest Service (now a ghost of itself)
saw the state authoritarianly question its technical and scientific role. In 1998 with the Fire
Brigade for the repression and in 2021 with the GGP for the prevention. If the state deems a
public service insufficient, it abolishes or restructures it. It is politically inappropriate to take
decisions that bring services and institutions into direct conflict.

On the other hand, it is not difficult to imagine how many houses and infrastructures would have
been saved if a similar vegetation management program had not been made to pay for ... the
broken "Medea" but it was planned operationally and implemented systematically. For the time
being, we are waiting for the "Dryades" to develop into a 5-year cleaning program, starting in
October 2021 with a funding of 300 million, according to the announcements of the Prime
Minister.

Of course we still do not know if the implementation of the program will be undertaken by those
responsible or incompetent for prevention, which we do not know and who they are, but we
hope that the disease has become a lesson! Of course, in the current situation where, with the
policy of settlement and tolerance of arbitrary construction, scattered and extensive outbreaks of
danger have been created over the decades in many forest areas, the strengthening of forest
firefighting is necessary. Obviously, however, it cannot be the responsibility of the GGP or the
Fire Brigade to plan activities in the forest area, to manage the forest resilience to the
disturbances that are expected to intensify with climate change, nor to implement management
and vegetation reduction programs. The evaluation and selection of forest species, in the
discussion that has opened for the shielding of the perimeter of the villages and settlements of
the mixed zone, should not be done with operational criteria without scientific and ecological
documentation. Otherwise the forest service should be abolished.

We all need to understand now that forest fires are a multidimensional issue and their
management cannot be the sole object of a single service. We have been talking about a single
forest protection body for twenty years, but always after a disastrous year. So unfortunately a
vision of many years has become a fantasy to redeem political time after the catastrophe. And
yet, fire management requires a balanced interdisciplinary cooperation of several bodies with
knowledge and experience in matters of public safety, forest management, environmental
protection, land use planning and economic development. An important condition is to address
the problem with well-documented medium-long-term planning and not with piecemeal,
seasonal measures. To this end, prevention and repression in a single national operational plan
should be linked to the involvement, cooperation and synergy of all stakeholders with the
monitoring and coordination of a single mechanism.



It is the sole responsibility of the state to untie the heavy bond of Law 2612/98 with which it has
tied the future of the Greek forests and to find the appropriate operational link for the
cooperation between the Fire Brigade and a modern vertical but open new Forest Service. ,
designed to manage the adaptation of Greek forests to the conditions of climate change. In the
same way that the government has supported and continues to support the dynamic
transformation of Civil Protection, the Forest Service should be envisioned and developed into a
modern scientific organization that will ensure the resilience and sustainability of Greek forests
and the natural environment in the new conditions. This challenge does not concern public
services but society itself and the future of the country.



