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I'. I'kodvrapep: Ol 1o KOPROTO TG (OPOS TPETEL VO GUVILVEGOVY
KOl Vo VTooTtnpi&ovy v aveEapT T emtTpom)

25/08/2018

Eivon mépa moAd onpoavtikd va cuvaivésouy 0yt wdvo to koPepvov koppa kot n Néa
Anpoxpartio, 0AAG Ol TO KOUUOTO TNG YDPOS KoL VO VTTOGTNPIEOVY TV TNV ave&apTnn
eMTPOTY, ONA®VEL 68 GLVEVTELEN TOL 610 ATIE-MIIE 0 gmikepoing tov «Ilaykdopiov
Kévtpov IMapaxorovdnong Mupkayidvy (Global Fire Monitoring Center — GFMC) tov OHE,
IMoyav I'kéopyk I'kdhvtapep, mov déymke npodtacn amd tov AAEEN Toinpa va mpoedpevoet
Hog 01efvolg EMTPOTNG Yo TN SIEPELVNON TOV AUTIAOV TOV TVPKAyLOV. «I[Ipémel va
EMKPOTNACEL 1] AOYIKY|, L TOV VKOV KOt ETTL TOL TOAMTIKOV GUUEEPOVTOS. AVTN €ivat Katd
TNV Groyn Hov 1 avaykoio cuvOnkn Kot avtd (Ntd GAA®GCTE, MOTE VA £YOVILE ETTUYIOY,
GUUTANPAOVEL O KOPLOAIOG EUTEPOYVAOLOVAS Y10 BEHOTA TVPKAYIDV Kot KaOnyNnTng
«Oworoyiog twv [Mupkayidvy oto pnuicuévo Ivetitovto Maé IMiavk tov [Mavemiomuiov
Tov Dpdpmovpyx.

Efye v npd™ T0UL Yvopio pe v EALGS o pakpvo 1971, 6mwg Aéel 6t cuvEVTELEN TOL
Kol GUUUETENYE, pOMOTa, pepkd xpovia apyodtepa (1985) oe katdoPeon mupkaylds 6t
®doo. Ocmpel Kot Tovilel TG T0 TPOPANUA TOV TVPKAYIOV, oYL Ldvov otV EALGSa aALd
TOYKOGHIMC, «Elval TO AmOTEAEGHLO TOAADV OVEEEAEYKT®V TOpayOVT®V, 01 00101 TPETEL VOl
exhelyouvy Kot emonpaivet, 6ti, OTMg eine Kot otov EAANva mpobumovpyod, ot 9oTiég «dev
UTOPOVV VO AVTILETOTIGO0VV HOVO VAMKOTEYVIKE pHéGa aALd cpatpikdy. Kot to Bacikdtepo
«@PEMEL VT VoL YIVOUV VOLLOL Kot Vo, epapuolovToy.

H emuponn, g omoiag Ba mpoedpevet, Ba eivar d1e0vrg ko Ba Exetl pia opdida — Tupva pe
TE0OEPLG EMOTNIOVES, 0 £VaG EK TV 0moimVv Ba elval 0 EKTPOSOTOG TNG EMTPOTNG Ko Oa
Exel v emaen pe o ypapeio Tov Tpobumovpyov. Ymoypappilet eniong 6Tt «Atebvnig
emtponn 0ev onpaivel 6t Bo EABovy TepiocOTEPOL £101K01 0o To e€mTEPKd. XNV EAAGSQ
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VIdpyEL Evag LEYAAOS aplOLOC EEAPETIKMV ETAYYEALATIOV KO ETICTNUOV®OV 01 0Toiol Kot Oa
OGULVEPYOOGTOVVY, EVA Y10 TO Ypovodtdypoppa Aéet 0Tt «Tig emdpeveg efdopddeg Oa
EKTTOVNCOVLE Eva TPOYpopa Kat Oa EABoVUE GE ETOPN e OAOVG TOV EUTTAEKOUEVOVS POPEIC.
21 ovvéyeln Bo avaADGOLE TNV KATAGTAOT] Y10, VO EVIOTIGOVLE T VITAPYOVTO KEVA TNV
TPOANYT KOL TNV OVTLILETMTICT TOV TUPKAYIDOVY.

Arko0lovbsei To mipes keiuevo ths covévrevéns tov Ioyav I'éopyx I'kolvrauep oto AIIE-
MIIE ka1 tov onuoacroypdpo Avravy Iloivypovakny

EP: Kipie kaOnynta, propeite Kotapyag vo pog meite TL akpifog kavel to Moaykéopio
Kévtpo IlapakorovOnong Mupkayrdv tov OHE omoio o1evBivere;

AIT: To 2001 evtayOnke ot otpoatnykn tov OHE o yeppavikny mpodtacn g SeKaeTiog
tov ‘90 y1a TV TayKOC U0 TOPOKOAOVON O Kot TpOANYN TV Tupkayidv. Extote
dNuovpyNnOnke £va TLKVO SIKTLO EUTELPOYVOUOVOV KOl VTNPECIHOV GE OAES TIG NTEIPOVG,
MGTE VO PTAGOLV TO EMOTNUOVIKE Lo cvumepdcuata 6€ OAeS TIG Ydpes. H otpatnykn
ot Ko paAoto vto v ayida tov OHE givor onpovtikn o101t amookomnel 6To va
v100eTNB0VV 01 TPOTAGELS PG Kot VoL ANPOOVY 01 TOMTIKES OMOPAGELS Y10, VO OTTOTPETOVTOL
eyKaipmg To aitior SNUIOVPYINS TOV TUPKAYIDV.

EP: Evowgépov otnv Evponn vmypie;

AIL: Xt Teppovia, v Bopeia Evponn oy1, 61011 dev vimpye 6€pa mopkayiov. I't avtd
dtvape mpotepardTTa o€ dALEG TEPLOYEC. AVTO AAAaEE BEPata PETOG oD elyapLe TVPKAYIEG
axopa kot otn Zovndia kot ™ [eppavia. . ..

EP:... Mg tqv EALGO0 anté TOTE 0.6)0AeioTE;

AIL: AmynOnka otov tpwbumovpyo k. Toinpa v tpdtn pov yvopyia pe v EAAGSA, Tovg
"EXAnveg kot to eAAnviko tomio to 1971. Akdpa dev giya kapio oxEon LE TIG TUPKOYLES.
Apyotepa, 10 1985, oto mAaicio Pog ETGTNUOVIKAG OVTAAAAYS yva LAPTLPOS TVPKAYIDV
og 23 onpeia g yopas. Huovv téte oy Kofdra kot Ba emokentopovy myv O@dco 6mov
elye exkpayel mopkayld kot {\Tnoa vo, GUUUETACK® 6TV KotdoPeon g oto yoptdo Mapiéc,
KA1 T0 omoio €yve dekTd amd TNV T0TE EAANVIKY KLPBEpVnon. H dpapatikny avtn epmepio pe
emnpéace Padid kot and 1ote Eekivnoa va cuvepydlopan pe EAANveS cuvadEApovg Kot va
gpevvm o€ BAOoG Ta aitio TV TLPKAYIDV.

EP: Extote ogv giyote GAAN EmaQ1] PE TO EAANVIKO KPATOGS;

AIT: Me tig Apyéc an’gvBeiag oxt. H emagn ftav mévtote pdévov EUUesT, apov
ovvepyalopovy pe EAANveS cuvadEAPOLS, 01 0TTOi01 dPACTNPLOTOIOVVTAL GE KPATIKEG
vanpecieg, o [lavemotuia 1 dAhovg Becpovg. Me avtovg eneEepyacTnKape odnyieg,
KaTeELOVVOELG, TIG OTOlEG £XOVUE EKOMOEL KO GTO EAANVIKE, £Val EVTLTTO £0MC0 KOl GTOV K.
Toinpa, Yo T0 TOg PropoHv vo amoPevyBovV o1 TVPKAYIES, TMOG LTOPOVV 01 TOAITES VoL
Slpopemcovy TV {mN Tovg £T01 AGTE Vo TPooTaTevhovv amod Tig mupkayléc. [pémel Opwg
avTd va yivouv vopot kot vo epoppoloviat.. ..

EP: I'woti 6og kaieoe o k. Toinpag;

AITL: O EAMvoag mpwBumovpyog pov {Rmnoe vo mpoedpedom o 61efvoie emTpomng yio v
dlepevuvnon TV atiov Tov Tupkayldv. Atedvoig, oyt poévo Adym tov OHE, oAAd tpmtictog



d10Tt ota TAaicto Tov Zvpfoviiov ¢ Evpdnng, Tov onoiov pélog etvan ko  EALGSa,
EYOLLLE U0 GYETIKY EVTOAN|. Xvvepyaldpoote Opms kot pe tov Opyaviopd OtKovopknig
Yvvepyaoiog kot AvantuEewnc (OOZA) oty Evpdnn kot vadpyel Kot 1 0pmoTAaVTIK)
ocvvepyacio. 1o Badud avtd o BENA TG AVTIHETMOTIONS TOV TUPKAYIDV, LLE TO OO0
0éhovpe PBaocikd va acyoAnBovpe amd Kovol cuykekpipéva pe v EALGSa, ivor Eva 0Epa
LLE TO OTO10 ALGYOAOVLOCTE KOl GE TOVELPOTATKO EMIMESO €00 Kot Koupd. Aapfdvoope
ovveYmS TPOTofovAies, epyaldiacte cuveymg 6To TAiclo Tov ZvuPoviiov ™ Evponng ko
eme1on n EALGSa tnv endpevn ypovid avoropBdavel v mpoedpio piog eW01KN ENLTPOTNG TOV,
OKEPTNKOUE T®G Oa pmopovoe va eivarl 1o BEpa g cvvepyosiog pog pall tnge.

EP: Xvvéneoe onAadon 1 (POVIKG 1) ETICKEYN 00G HE TNV TPOY®OIia 6To MdrTt...

AIT: Oy, rav kTt 1o omoio £ywve pepikég efdopddes. H copmtmon pe ta tpayikd yeyovota
0710 MdtL o 1 a@opun yuo vo. LoG KaAEGEL 1) EAANVIKNY KLPBEpvnon. Me 1o Bépa avtod
0élape va aoyoAnbovpe kot tdpa 660nke N evkarpio. Agv givar kaBoAov amid dpme. Olo
OG0 00N YNGAV OTIG TVPKAYLES, O)L LOVO £0® oA kot otnv [loptoyaiia kot oe GAAES
TEPLOYEG TO TAAVNITY, EIVOL TO OTOTELEGLO TOAADV AVEEEAEYKTOV TOPOYOVT®V Ol 00101
TPETEL VO EKAEDYOLV. ..

EP: Tv drho a@opovoe n suvavinon cog pe tov k. Toinpa;

AIT: H tpoéokinon tov EAnva tpobumovpyod apopovce, 6mwg ima, 6T dSnuovpyio pog
ave&apTnNNg 01e0voVg EMITPOTNG, 1) TOPOVGIN [LOV GTO Vo ONADG® OTL glptan S100€G11L0G GTO
ool TOL TPOAVEPEPX, 6TO OTL B glpton 6TO TAEVPS TN EAMANVIKNG KLBEPVIONG OC
cLUPOVAOG Kat EPOGOV YPELNGTEL VO GLVTOVIG® T dladwkacio. Alebvng emtpony| dev
onpaivel 6Tt Ba EABovV TEPIGGHTEPOL E101KOTL OO TO EEMTEPIKS Y10 VO TAULGIDGOVY TNV
EMTPOTY, OALA LE TNV £VVvola TV deBvav dpactnplotitev pag tov tepieypoya. Eivor
ONUOVTIKO VO, OTUELOGOLUE OTL 6TV EALGO vtdipyet Evag pLeydlog aptOpdc eEopetikav
EMOYYEALATIOV KOl EMGTNUOVOV, 01 01010t Kot Bo cuvepPYaGTOUV.

EP: IHowx popon 0a £xer avth 1 EMTPOTI] KOL TOL0 EIVOL TO YPOVOOLAYPUNPA

AlL: Oa éyo o1t 01G0e0on oV pid OUAOA-TTVPTVAL LLE TECGEPLS EMCTNLOVES, O £VOG EK TOV
omoiwv Ba givat 0 EKTPOGMOTOC TNG EMTPOTNG KOt BaL £xEL TNV EMAPT PE TO YPOPEIO TOV
npmBumovpyov. Tig endpeveg fdopnddeg o EKTOVIGOVLE OO KOOV EVa TPOYPOLLLLOL KO
Wilog, avTo elvar oD onuavtiko, Oa EABovUE GE ETOPT e OAOVG TOV EUTAEKOUEVOVS POPEIC.
21 ovvéyeln Bo avaADGOLLE TNV KATAGTAOT] Y10l VO EVIOTIGOVLE TA VILAPYOVTO KEVA GTNV
TPOANYT] KOL TNV OVTILETMOTIOT TOV TUPKAYIDV.

EP: Ko yia T0 Mat;

AIL: To Mdtt etvan  pévov n apoppn| g tpdokinonc. Avtn n enttponn dev Ha diepeuvnoet
10 0¢pa oTic Aemtopuépetég Tov. [V avtd elvar appodior GAAOL XN GUYKEKPIUEVT TEPITTOON
010 Mdrtt ko Ta eni pépovg yeyovata, ta omoia gival 10N avTikeipevo epedivng ko
avVOADGE®V AAA®V, 0ev Ba gpmhakovpe kat dgv Ba T1g oyoAdcovpe teportépw. [pénet va 1o
o Opmg Eexdbopa: ot petaforég oto Tomio, n aAhayn xPNoNS TS YNG, N Lalkn euyn TPog
TapaOEPIGTIKOVG OIKIGHOVE KO 1) CLVETOKOAOVON Avapyn do6unot, to Mdatt ftav Eva T€T010
TOPASELY IO, T KAMUOTIKY 0AAyT] KO TO oKPOio KOPIKE @otvOLEVA TTOV LT TPOKOAEL, etval
OULVETEIEG TPOKTIKMV 1) Topareiyewv moALdV dekaetiov. Eueic, oto Kévrpo
[Mopakorovdnong [Mupkayidv tov OHE kat oto Zvppfodio e Evponng dev fAénovpe
OTTOLLOVOUEVA TIG TVPKAYIESG, 0AAA HEGO o€ avTd TO Wiaitepa ovvOeTo TAaicto. [1pémel va



AapBavovtatl vToY” OA0L OV TOT 01 TAPAYOVTEG TOV TIG TPOKAAOVY. Y TTApyovv ToAAoL
EUTELPOYVAOUOVES 01 omoiot cvupepifovrar avtég Tig andyelg. Ot «New York Times»
Eypoyav TPOGEATO OTL OTOLTEITOL L0 VEOL EI00VG TPOGEYYIOT] TVPKAYLDV, OTWS EKEIVOV TNG
Kotlpdpviag. H EAAGSa dev givar n povadikn mepintwon. Apyotepa, otav O kataAn&ovpe
oTo cvumepAcpata Oa KataoTtel EVOEYOUEVAOS aVTIANTTO OTL APOPOVV KOl GE TEPITTMOELG
ommwg 10 MdaTt.

EP: Mg v apynyo ¢ aStopotikis avtimoAritevong Tov k. Mntoeotdkn giyate
ETKOVOViIO, 60 0VTO TO OLAOTNNO;

AIT: Miknoa 10n mpo dekonpépov Tepimov pe Tov K. MNTGOoTAKN THAEP®VIKA, OEV £YOVUE
akopo cvvavindel aAld iomg vtapéet kot cuvavinon. (o.0. N N. Anpokpartio EKove YVOOTN
Kot véa TNAEQ®VIKN emtkovmvia v [Téumtn katd ™ didpkela g EnicKeyNg Tov K.
['kohvtapep otnv ABMva). Ocwpd OU®G TAPO TOAD GUOVTIKO VO, GLVOLVEGOVY OYL LOVO TO
KuPepvov koppa kot 1 Néa Anpoxpatioo aALE OA ToL KOULOTO TG XDPOS KOL VO
VrocTNPIEOVY VTRV TNV AVEEAPTNTN EMLTPOT.

EP: Ilow evtiTmon anmokopicate amé TNy TOTE TNAEQPOVIKI] GOG EMKOLVOVIW ILE TOV K.
Mnrtootdkn, 0o cuvarvéoer;

AlL: Oa 6ovpe Tmg Oa eEghyBovv ta mpdypata. H tpocwmikn pov aichnon eivar 6t Bewpel
10 Bépa eBvikng omovoadtNTag, 6Tl TpdKELTaL Yo Eva BENa TOL APOPA TO LEALOV TG XDPOGS.

EP: O k. Toinpag 0€rer T ovvaiveon;

AlL: Agv pmop®d Quoikd va uANoo €k népovg tov K. Toinpa, aAld amd v yevikoTtepn
ATULOGOAIPA TNG GLETNONG WITOP® VO T MG VINPEE CLUEM VIR OTL Y10 TNV AVTILETMOMTION
TOV TUPKAYIDOV TPETEL VO GLVEPYAGTEL OAOKAN PN 1] KOW®VIO KOl GE QLTHV OVIIKOVV QUGTKE
KOl TO, KOMLLOUTOL.

EP: Awowdoleite 6TL Oa yivel 0vTo K. KaONynta;

AIT: Nau, 01611 o€ tedevtaio avdAlvon TPENEL Vo EMKPATAGEL 1] AOYIKN €l TOL BupiKov Kot
€Mi TOL TOMTIKOV GUUEEPOVTOS. AVTN Eivart KAt TV Aroyn Hov 1 avayKoio cuvOnkn Kot
avtd (T dAAwoTE OoTe va £xovpe emttuyia. Etvol mépa moAd onpavtikd va vrdpéet
OLVOIVEST) YEVIKDG, OYL LOVO G€ €8V emimedo yia va EemepAcTOVV T TOAITIKE KO
SOKNTIKG MOS0, AL KO 0€ LTEPEBVIKO, O10TL 01 GLVETELEG TMOV TLPKAYLOV LITEPPaivovy
T suvopa. O Kamvog, To 010E1010 OV eKAVETAL 6TV aTUOGPALPa, OV epmodilovtal amd ta
eBvikd ovvopa, Bpiokovpe vroreippoto akdpo kot oty Avtoapktiky). [pénet va
OKEPTOUOOTE TAYKOGHLO, 0o TIG pikpés kowvdtnteg puéypt tov OHE. Tlpénet va dpdcovpie pe
TOYKOGULOL AOYIKT).

EP: Tv aAro ovi{ntiooate pe tov k. Toinpa katd ™) poxkpa cvvavrnon cog;
AIT: Katd v mpdypatt poxpd cuvévinon pog cvinmoape dte&odkd to 0épa tov

TLUPKAYIDOV 0O OAES TIC TAEVPEG TOV, O1OTL OEV UTOPOVV VO, AVTILETOTIGOOVV HOVO
VAMKOTEXVIKG LEGO, OVTO etval GYETIKA omAO, OAAY GOALPIKAL.



English Translation

G. Goldammer: All parties in the country must agree and support
the independent committee

It is very important that not only the ruling party and the New Democracy agree, but all the
parties in the country and support this independent commission, says the head of the "Global
Fire Monitoring Center" (Global Fire) in an interview with APE-MPE Monitoring Center —
GFMC) of the UN, Johann Georg Goldamer, who accepted a proposal from Alexis Tsipras to
chair an international commission to investigate the causes of the fires. "Reason must prevail
over emotion and political interest. This, in my opinion, is the necessary condition and this is
what | am asking for in order for us to be successful,” adds the leading fire expert and professor
of "Fire Ecology" at the renowned Max Planck Institute of the University of Freiburg.

He had his first acquaintance with Greece in the distant 1971, as he says in his interview, and he
participated, in fact, a few years later (1985) in extinguishing a fire in Thassos. He considers and
emphasizes that the problem of fires, not only in Greece but worldwide, "is the result of many
uncontrollable factors, which must disappear"” and points out that, as he also told the Greek
Prime Minister, fires "cannot be dealt with alone logistical means but global”. And most
importantly “these must become laws and be implemented".

The committee, which he will chair, will be international and will have a core group of four
scientists, one of whom will be the representative of the committee and will be in contact with
the prime minister's office. He also underlines that "An international committee does not mean
that more experts will come from abroad. In Greece there are a large number of excellent
professionals and scientists who will cooperate™, while regarding the schedule he says that: "In
the coming weeks we will draw up a program and get in touch with all the agencies involved.
We will then analyze the situation to identify existing gaps in fire prevention and response.”

The following is the full text of the interview of Johann Georg Goldammer to APE-MBE and
the journalist Antonis Polychronakis

Q: Professor, can you first tell us exactly what the UN Global Fire Monitoring Center that
you direct does?

A: In 2001, a German proposal from the 1990s for the global monitoring and prevention of fires
was included in the UN strategy. Since then, a dense network of experts and services has been
created on all continents, so that our scientific conclusions reach all countries. This strategy, and
in fact under the auspices of the UN, is important because it aims to adopt our proposals and
make political decisions to prevent the causes of fires in time.

Q: Was there interest in Europe?
A: In Germany, not in Northern Europe, because there was no issue of fires. That's why we

prioritized other areas. This of course changed this year as we had fires even in Sweden and
Germany....



Q:... Since when have you been dealing with Greece?

A: | told Prime Minister Mr. Tsipras about my first acquaintance with Greece, the Greeks and
the Greek landscape in 1971. I still had nothing to do with the fires. Later, in 1985, as part of a
scientific exchange, | witnessed fires in 23 parts of the country. | was then in Kavala and | was
going to visit Thassos where a fire had broken out and | asked to participate in extinguishing it
in the village of Maries, which was accepted by the then Greek government. This dramatic
experience affected me deeply and from then on, | began to work with Greek colleagues and to
investigate in depth the causes of the fires.

Q: Since then have you had no further contact with the Greek state?

A: With the Principles directly, no. The contact was always only indirect, since | worked with
Greek colleagues, who are active in government services, universities or other institutions. With
them we worked out instructions, guidelines, which we have also published in Greek, | also gave
a form to Mr. Tsipras, on how fires can be avoided, how citizens can shape their lives so that
they are protected from fires. But these must become laws and be implemented....

Q: Why did Mr. Tsipras call you?

A: The Greek prime minister asked me to chair an international commission to investigate the
causes of the fires. International, not only because of the UN, but primarily because within the
framework of the Council of Europe, of which Greece is also a member, we have a relevant
mandate. However, we also cooperate with the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) in Europe and there is also Euro-Atlantic cooperation. To the extent that
this issue of dealing with fires, which we basically want to deal with together specifically with
Greece, is an issue that we have been dealing with on a pan-European level for a long time. We
are constantly taking initiatives, we are constantly working within the framework of the Council
of Europe and since next year Greece is taking over the presidency of a special committee of it,
we thought that it could be the subject of our cooperation with it.

Q: Did your visit coincide with the tragedy in Mati...

A: No, it was something that happened a few weeks ago. The coincidence with the tragic events
in Mati was the occasion for the Greek government to call us. We wanted to deal with this issue
and now we have the opportunity. It is not simple at all though. Everything that led to the fires,
not only here but also in Portugal and in other regions of the world, is the result of many
uncontrollable factors that must disappear...

Q: What else was your meeting with Mr. Tsipras about?

A: The invitation of the Greek Prime Minister was, as | said, related to the creation of an
independent international committee, my presence to declare that I am available in the contexts I
mentioned above, that | will be on the side of the Greek government as an advisor and, if
necessary, coordinate the procedure. An international committee does not mean that more
experts will come from abroad to frame the committee, but in the sense of our international
activities that I described. It is important to note that in Greece there is a large number of
excellent professionals and scientists, who will cooperate.



Q: What form will this committee take and what is the timetable?

A: 1 will have at my disposal a core team of four scientists, one of whom will be the
representative of the committee and will have contact with the prime minister's office. In the
coming weeks we will jointly draw up a program and in particular, this is very important, we
will get in touch with all the bodies involved. We will then analyze the situation to identify
existing gaps in fire prevention and response.

Q: And about Mati?

A: Mat is only reason for the invitation. This committee will not investigate the matter in its
details. That is why others are responsible. In the specific case in Mati and the individual events,
which are already the subject of research and analysis by others, we will not get involved and we
will not comment on them further. However, | must say it clearly: the changes in the landscape,
the change in land use, the mass flight to holiday settlements and the consequent anarchic
construction, Mati was one such example, climate change and the extreme weather phenomena
it causes, are consequences of decades of practices or omissions. We at the UN Fire Monitoring
Center and the Council of Europe do not see fires in isolation, but within this highly complex
context. All these factors that cause them must be taken into account. There are many experts
who share these views. The New York Times recently wrote that a new kind of approach to fires
like those in California is needed. Greece is not the only case. Later, when we come to the
conclusions, it will possibly become apparent that they also concern cases such as the Eye.

Q: Have you been in contact with the official opposition leader Mr. Mitsotakis all this
time?

A: | already spoke about ten days ago with Mr. Mitsotakis by phone, we haven't met yet but
maybe there will be a meeting. (p.s. the N. Demokratia also announced a new telephone call on
Thursday during Mr. Goldammer's visit to Athens). However, | consider it very important that
not only the ruling party and the Nea Democratia but all the parties in the country agree and
support this independent commission.

Q: What impression did you get from your telephone conversation with Mr. Mitsotakis at
the time, will he consent?

A: We will see how things will develop. My personal feeling is that he considers the matter of
national importance, that it is an issue concerning the future of the country.

Q: Does Mr. Tsipras want consent?

A: Of course, | cannot speak on behalf of Mr. Tsipras, but from the general atmosphere of the
discussion, I can say that there was an agreement that to deal with the fires, the whole society
must work together, and of course the parties also belong to it.

Q: Are you optimistic that this will happen, Professor?

A: Yes, because in the final analysis logic must prevail over emotion and political interest. In my
opinion, this is the necessary condition and this is what | am asking for in order for us to be
successful. It is very important to have consensus in general, not only at the national level to
overcome political and administrative obstacles, but also at the supranational level, because the
consequences of fires cross borders. The smoke, the dioxide released into the atmosphere, is not



hindered by national borders, we find residues even in Antarctica. We need to think globally,
from small communities to the UN. We must act with global logic.

Q: What else did you discuss with Mr. Tsipras during your long meeting?

A: During our really long meeting, we thoroughly discussed the issue of fires from all its sides,
because they cannot be dealt with only by logistical means, this is relatively simple, but globally.

Source: RES-MPE



