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I'. Zav06movrog: O «TVPLES) EKKEVAIGELS OV eivan yopig cuvémeies — To
nopopo I'kodvtauep mov EPELVE 6TO GUPTAPL

By dasarxeio on 08/08/2021

Evog am6 Tovg kopvaiovg EAlveg dacordyovg e€nyel ywoti n eAAnviki) molteia £xel
0TOTUOYEL 6TO CNTNNO TG UVTIHETAOTLONGS TOV TUPKAYLOV

Mo éMenym oxedlaood Kot «TVPAEC) EKKEVAOCELS, Ol OTTOIEC GE OPIOUEVES TEPIMTMOCELS
«AOELOGOVY OIKIGHOVG LE OMOTEALEC O O1 TVPOCPECTIKEG SVVAUELS VO ETLYELPOVY VO GOGOLV
OTTIO, OVTL VO KUVIIYOOV TO HETOTO TNG POTLAS TPOKELEVOL VO, TO OVOLXOLTIGOVV, KAVEL AOYO
o ['afpmA EavBomovrog, £vag amd Tovg KOPLEATOVE OACOAOYOVS 6TO (NTNUO TV OAGIKAOV
nopkayiv, Atevbovvimg Epevvov otov EAAnviké IN'empyikd Opyaviopo

«AHMHTPA» ka1 gpevvnng oto Ivetitovto Mecoysiokmv & Aacik®dv O1KoGuoTUATOV.

[Ipdkerton yio évav and Toug EAANVEG EMGTALOVEG TOV GTEAEXMCAV TNV ETLTPOTY| TOV E1YE
OLOTOOEL Y10 TV OVTILETOTIOT TOV TUPKOYIDV HETE TN QOoVIKT mTid Tov 2018 6Tt0 MdTtt
v7d Tov kaBnyn «Oworoyioag twv [Mupkayidvy 6to Ivatitovto Mo ITAavk tov
[Tavemompiov Tov Opaumovpyk, Kot emkePaing Tov «llaykdouiov Kévipov
[MopakorovOnong [Mupkayidvy [Ndyav I'kokvtapep. H emrpony| giye mapaddoel mdopiopa tov
deBpovdpro Tov 2019 otov 16TE TPHEdPO NS BOVANG, Niko Bovton, ot mpotdcelg Tov onoiov
— 6mwg emonpaivel o K. EavBomoviog pAdvtag oto ethnos.gr -0yt povo ¢ petovsiminKav
o€ 0pdoets, aArd 1 eAAnvikn [Holrela Exel 00 yNOel akdpa Kot oe EvieEADS avTifeTeg
KatevBiveoelg mapd to yeyovog 6t o [pwbvmovpyodgs, Kupidikog Mntootdkng and t 6¢on Tov
EMKEQPAAG TNG OEMUATIKNG OvVTITOATEVOTG TOTE, £lye decuevtel 0Tt Ba T0 akolovOnoeL.

Avti v avtd, 1 mopivn kKOAaom mov el 1 YOPA TIG TEAELTAIEG NUEPES KATAOEIKVVEL LUE TOV
mAéoV dpapatikd Tpdmo 0Tt Tpia xpovia petd toug 102 vekpoic tov Martion, To Ke@AANL0 TG
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TPOANYNG TOV SOCTIKDOV TUPKAYIDV TOPAUEVEL... adldPacto pe 6Ao To Bapoc va divetal otnv
KOTOGTOAN.

O x. EavBomovAog kdvel Adyo yuo EAAeYT oyedlacpon, amoiutn e£aptnon and o voépio
HEGA, OAAG Ko ONUOVTIKG emTyelpnolokd AaOn oe pio doun 610 TAaiclo g omoiag

TNV OTOTIUMoN TS KATOGTPOPNG £EAKOAOVOEL vaL TNV KAVEL 0 KPIVOLEVOG KOOMG deV ExEl
ovotabel o TpoPrendpevog omd v Emtponn aveaptmrog Opyaviouog.

Edkd yro To (o ToV ToALUTA®Y EKKEVAOGE®MYV OIKIGUMV TOV TEAELTAIOV NUEPHV, O
d1ebBvovg eMUNG S0GOAIYOG CNUEIMVEL TWG GE OPICUEVES TEPIMTMGELS UIAGLLE Y10 KTUPAECH
exkevooels: «To epyakeio TV EKKEVOGEWDV XPNGILOTOMONKE e Evav TPOTO, 0 0T010g givat
dpapatikos. H oonyla frav “kdvte exkévoon” ®ote va unv vdpyovy Bouata, adlid kot ov
vapEovv 1 uBHVN va aviKeL o€ OG0VE dev EPuyav. Zvumépacpa: avtd Ba Enpene va yivetot
OTov VITAPYEL TPAYUATIKY avaykn. Edm dpmg n prhocoeio kot to kivTpo yio tov kabe
TVpocPEotn alloUaTiKd vl OTL UTOPEIS VO VITOCTEIC KPLTIKN OV GOV Koel KAmo10¢, AL O
B0 VoG TELG KPITIKT OV TOAUTO EKAVES TV EKKEVMOT CNUEIDOVEL 0 K. EavOOmoviog.

Kot ovveyilet: «Mvetatl TopAd 1 ekkévoon Kt ovto ogv givar ympic cvvéneieg. Otav
EKKEVOVELG PLETA YpeLaleTon vo puAGEELS Ta omitia. Agv UTOPEIG VOl TOL QUPNCELG VOL KOLOVV KOt
otav ovpPet avtd avti va Kuvnydg To pétono, Kuvnydg ta onitio. ['ivesol jpwog ota MME
T0L OTTOL0L GE KATOYPAPOLV EKEIVT TNV PO, OAAE VTO TOV TANPOVELG EIVOL 1) AVIKOVOTNTO
GLUVOAMKOU GYEOLOGHOD Kot OPACTGO».

210 ovptapl To_mopone 'koivraunep

2xedov tpia ypdvia peTd TNV TOPAS0GT TOV, TO TOpIcua ['KOAVTAUED TUPAUEVEL OVGLUGTIK
aVEKUETAAAEVTO: «Agv €xel Yivel amoldTmg Timota. lowg og Kamoleg mepmTMdGELS £Y0oVV Yivel
KWWNOELG TPOG TNV avTifetn Katevhuvon» onuUeEdVEL 0 K. ZavOOTOVA0G.

Kot eEnyel: «Zntmoape va yiver pio cofapdtepn mpoomdbeia oty mpodANYN: 0movctalet.
Znmoape cuvepyacio PopEmV Kol OAOKANpoLéEVN TPocEyyion: anovctalet. [Ipoteivape
evioyvon g Aacwkng Ymnpeoiag yio m dayeipion tov dacmv: arovctdlet. Kot evd dev €xet
yivel timota mpog avtnv Vv Kotevbuvon, Ta evdepila péca avEndnkay xwpig kaveva 6plo
EKTIVAOCGOVTOG TO KOGTOG G€ BOpOg TNG OTOL0GONTOTE EVIGYVONG TNG TPOANYIGN.

Avo Ao Wwitepa kpica {ntiuata exiong 0ev amoTeAOVV TPOTEPALOTNTO, OTTMOC
vroypappifetl o k. ZavBomovrog: «H Loyikr| g a&lomoinong Tv dactKav Le EVa GOoTO
mAaiclo cuvepyaciog ovclacTikd Bpicketal e Kevo. H evnuepwon tov tAnfucpov mov Ha
énpene va elvai n faon g TpOANYNS emiong amovstale» Tovilel 0 EEEIOIKELIEVOC
d0c0AdY0g voypoappifoviag mmg N eV AOY® emiTpon giye Lovadikd 6TdYOo TV E16QOPA
YVOONG otd E101KOVG OTIG dUGIKEG TVPKOYLES.

Nuepoa, Tpia xpovia LETA TNV Tupkoyld oto Mdatt ko 14 and Tig peydlec mupkoylEg g
[Tehomovvnoov, g eaivetat va Exovv oAAAEEL Kot TOAAG 6TO (TNHO TNG OMOTEAEGLOTIKNG
dacomuPOGPENC, TNV OPA LAAGTA TTOL EVOL KATL TAPATAVE® OO OPATA TO OTOTEAEGLLOTOL
¢ KMpatikng kpiong: «Kot ofjuepa 6mmg £ywve 1o 98, to 2007, 10 2018 1 amotipunon o
yiver omd Tov KPIVOUEVO. AV OTOTIUA TO OTOTEAEGLOTA O KPIVOUEVOG TO LOVO TTOL KAVEL Etvon
Vo €DA0YAEL T YEVIO TOV. Eyvav Opmg OAa KoAd;», ONUEIDVEL 0 K. ZavOOnoviog
TPOocOETOVTOG OTL PLETA TIG TAPOVGLAGELS TOL TOPIGLOTOG, ELYOV OTOGTEIAEL ETIGTOAN KOl GTOV
[TpwBvmovpyod, Kuptdko Mnteotdkn: «Agv 100KOVGTHKAE TOPA TO YEYOVOS OTL O
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[TpwBumovpydg NTav ce cuuemvia 6tav yve n avabeon g perég. O k. I'kodvtauep eiye
nel 1oTe TG O¢ o avaAdpPove KATL TETOL0 £GV OE GLUEOVOVCAY KOl O dVO TAEVPES. Agv
NOeAe va KAVEL KATL Y10, VO, TO TAPEL O EVOG KOl VO TO TETAEEL O EMOUEVOC).

H wotopio eravarappaveron

H amoduvapmon tov dastKOV DINPESIOV GE GULVIVAGUO LE TNV EUEACT] KUPIOG 6TV
KOTOGTOAN avTi Yol TV TPOANYT, AmoTEAEL Kol Yio TOV K. ZavOOmovAo £va LOVTEAO TTOV
amorteiton vo aALGEEL peca.

«YTapyEL EVOG apTNPLOCKANPOTIKOS UNYOVIGUOG CTPATIOTIKNG SOUNG TOV «TTVIYEL TN AOYIKY
TOV TOTIKOV, 0 01010G EEPEL TL va Kdvel emtl TOmov. O dac1kdg NEEPE TOV TOTO GOV TNV TGEMN
1OV, NEEPE TOVG KATOTKOVS, cuvepyalotav pali Toug», pog eEnyet.

YyoAblet emiong OTL VTN TN GTIYUN EMYEPOVV 6TO TTEdio AvOpmmoL amdAvTO EEOVTANUEVOL
oo TV TITdvia TpooTadeia Tov KataFAALovV Yo ToALOGTH NUéPa: «AvOpmmot mov eivan 4
Kot 5 pépeg otn Qotid givor eEaviAnpévol. Oa Tpémel va avTikataotafodv eVOEXOUEVOS LE
Kdmwolovg amo ) Popeta EALGSa, aALd og kdOe mepinTmon e avOp®OTOVS TOL £XO0VV SLVALELS
KOl LTOpPOovV VoL aodDGOVVY.

O 1810g avapépetal kot oTnv aroAivtn e£ApTnon mov eEakorlovBovpe va EyovpLe amd To
evaéptla péoa mopocPeong: «H oo {nud £yve 1o 2007. Emavoipupdvetar to 1610 cevapio.
Mo Egmepactoiy ot duvdpels Twv evaepiov pécov, teretdoape. Iepuévoope va
aAAGEOVY 01 GLVONKES, Va YIVEL TTO NI 1] QOTIAL OTTOTE VO EIVAL ETOPKN TO LEGOY.

Epaot0eic yia T1¢ mupKaylég mov kotakaiovy T xdpo auTeg TIG LEPES, EMOTUAIVEL OTL GE
OPICUEVEG TEPUTMGELS M €EEMEN TOVS NTAV ATOAVTO TPOPAEYIUN: «AKOUA KoL 1] AAAXYT) TNG
KatevBuvong TV avEU®V TPoPAETOTOV. AVTO TO YPNGIUOTOLELS LITEP GOV €AV GYEINALELS
umpootd. Otav 1 eoTid TdeL o€ pia AApa kotevbuvon ki oV E€pelg 0Tt Ba yupicetl ot fra,
epovtilels va KAeioelg to pétwmo Pryta 660 axopa eivarl evkoro. Kot dev 10 Ekavavy.

Ddépver pdaota oc mapaderypa v Iapvnba: «Kaiyeron n IIadpvnba. I'a péva avtd etvon
1epaoTio AdBog emyepnolokd. Mropobvoe va elxe mpoPreebei 6T av pmer n potid ot Pdon

g [IadpvnBag Ba v mdpel n KAion mpog ta mhvw» eEnyel.

Ioweg Ntav o Tpotdoeis Tov mopiocpatoc 'korvrapep

2116 PaCIKES TPOTAGELS TOV TOPICUATOG GLUTEPIAQUPAVOVTAY T €ENG:

— Anpovpyio EBvikod Zyxediov Awayeipiong mopkayidv dacav Kot vraifpov mov Ha
TEPILAPEL TOV EVIOIO KO KOO GYESOCUO HETPOV Kol OPACEMV SLXEIPIONG TOV TLPKAYLDV
o€ OAa T EMIMESOL SLOTKNOMG LE T CLUUETOYT KOl GLVEPYOGIO OA®V TOV EUTAEKOUEVOV
POPEMV.

* AvaBedpnon g ddpkelog Kot g EVapPENG-ANENG AVIUTLPIKNG TEPLOSOV GULP®VOL LLE TOL
dféoipa oTaTIoTIKG dEd0oUEVA KO TIG TPOPAEYELS Yo TNV KAMUATIKY dAAOYY].

* Anuovpyio evOg EMGTNUOVIKA TEKUNPIOUEVOL €0VIKOV GLGTIUOTOC EKTIUNONG KIVOUVOL
J0CIKAOV TUPKAYLOV.
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* E&loopponnon g oxéong Kot eE0pHoA0YIGOG TOV SATOVOV LETOED TPOANYNG Kot
KOTOGTOANG TOV dUCIKAOV TUPKAYIDV.

* A&lomoinon ¢ xpnong OAV TV TOpwV PAcel KeVTPIKoD oXeS0GHOD Kal e ELPACT] OTN
BeAtioTomoinomn g amodoTIKOTNTAG TOV GLGTHOTOG TS OUGOTVPOGPESTG.

* Alevépyelo KOV@mV ETNOLMV Kol TEPLOJIKAOV AGKNCEDV HETAED TOV EUTAEKOUEVOV
VANPECIDOV Y10 EEOIKEIMOT TOV CLUUETEXOVTWV OGOV aPOPE POAOLS Kat S10OTKOGTES.

* Ye ovvepyaoia pe v I'TTI, avantuén evoromuévou Kot kotvoh GUGTHLATOG d10TKN oG
TEPICTATIKMOV KATOGTOANG TOV TLUPKAYI®DV dacmv kat vraifpov (NIMS/ICS) Baciopévo otig
aPYES TNG EMYEPNOLOKNG GVVEPYAGING, TN d1dbeon Kol TNV 0E10TOINoN TOV TOP®V KOl TOV
dVVaToTHTOV (VANPESIOV) OADV TOV EUTAEKOUEVOV QPOPEWMV.

* AVATTUEN KEVIPIKOV GUGTHHOTOC OVAPOPAC NUEPNOLOG ETOLOTNTAG (OVTITVPIKY TEPI0DOG)
TOV EUTAEKOUEVOV QOPEMV G€ BEUATA AVTITVPIKNG TPOCTOGING KOl GUGTILLATOS KOTAYPOPTG
KO YOPTOYPAGNONG ¥PNHOTOS0TOVUEVDV £pymV Tpdinyng (T.y. OTA).

* Evnuépmon kot evaicOntomoinon tov Kovov pe 6Komd TV KAAMEPYELD TNG OVTIANYNG
acQAAELNS (aTO TIG TVPKAYLES) KoL TNV EVIGYLOT TNG €0EAOVTIKNG GUUUETOYNG TOV TOATAOV
GTOV KOKAO SLoEIpIons TV TupKaylidv dac®V Kot vtaifpov.

— OVoLGTIKY OVadLOPYAV®OT TNG OAGIKNG VIINPEGiag 1 omoia Ba Tpémel va vtootpryel
KATAAANAQ 6€ PECO KOt TOPOLG.

— Téyrot oloxAnpwon g dadikaciog Katdptiong Kot OecoféTnong Tmv SusIKOV Y apTdv
KOl TOV 00GOA0YI0V Kot avaKANoN TV puiuicemy mov avéavouy Ty £viacn Kot Tov aptopd
TOV YPNCEDV TOV EMTPENOVTOL GTA EAANVIKA dGoN.

— Apeon enihvon tov (pdviemv TpoPfAnudTov Kot Tpononoincn e ductkng vopobesiog 6Gov
aQopd TNV aAAAYY| YPNONS YNG TV EKTAGEMV TOL YopaKTnpicOnkav wg AA (dacwBévteg
aypol) 610 KTNUATOAOY10, OCTE Vo, LEWOEL 1] cLVEYELD Kot TO POPTIO THG KAVGIUNG VANG.

— NopoBetikr| poBpuion ywa tnv exkndvnon ond tovg OTA odokAnpopévov Tomik®dv oxedimv
OVTUTUPIKNG TPOGTOGIOG GE EMITEOO dNUOTIKOD OLAUEPIGLOTOG KO TWV TTOAEOOOUKMDY TOVG
GLYKPOTNHLATOV.

T pénet va TpocEEovv 0601 LOVV KOVTA GE dUGIKEG EKTACELS
[dwaitepa kpioyog etvar 0 pOAOG TG EVUEPOONS TOV TOAMTAOV Yia To CNTHHOTO TNG
TPOANYNG Kot EO01KA TOV KATOTK®V Tov {OVV 6€ TEPLoYES MENG dAGOVE OIKIGLLOV.

IMa to (o avtd o k. EavBomoviog Exel eToludoel dvo Bivieo, ota omoio TOAD OVOALTIKA
e€nyovvtan 6ca Oa Tpémel va TPoGEEOLV 01 TOALTEC.

Avopepdlevog 6e GLTOVE TOV £YOVV OTITIO KOVTA 6€ BAAGTNGN, TOVG GUGTNVEL VAL
KkaBopicovv 0,TL VTLAPYEL YOP®, VO APUPECOVY TTAV® O TI) GKENN TOLG TVYOV TELKOPEAOVEG,
VO TPOETIUAGOVV TO, GTITIOL TOVG «YLUTl VTNV TN CTIYUN UTOPEL VL UV KIVOLVEDOLY OAAGL
HETA amd pio pépa, LeTd amd po dpo pmopet va fpebodiv oe kivouvoy. Zuotrvel emiong va
&yovv €topa mpdypota wov Ba ypelactel va mdpovv pali toug av amontnBel va anoympricovy
KaBmg emiong va Exouv £va TAAVO GTO LVAAO TOLG YU GUTY T1 OTLYUN.



Ta 0v0 Pivieo pe TIC avaALTIKEG 00MYiESg Yia TNV TPOANYN PpioKovTal £00:

English Translation

G. Xanthopoulos: The "blind" evacuations are not without consequences -
The Goldammer finding that was left in the drawer

Dasarxeio, 08/08/2021

One of the leading Greek foresters explains why the Greek state has failed to address the fires
Gabriel Xanthopoulos, one of the leading foresters on the issue of forest fires, Director of
Research at the Hellenic Agricultural Organization "DIMITRA" and researcher at the Institute
of Mediterranean & Forest Ecosystems. He is one of the Greek scientists who staffed the
committee set up to deal with the fires after the deadly fire in 2018 in Mati under the professor
of "Fire Ecology" at the Max Planck Institute of the University of Freiburg, and the head of
"Global Fire Monitoring Center»Johan Goldammer.

The committee had delivered a conclusion in February 2019 to the then Speaker of Parliament,
Nikos Voutsis, whose proposals - as Mr. Xanthopoulos points out speaking to ethnos.gr - not



only were not transformed into actions, but the Greek State has even been led in completely
opposite directions despite the fact that the Prime Minister, Kyriakos Mitsotakis from the
position of leader of the official opposition at the time, had promised to follow it.

Instead, the fiery hell the country has been going through in recent days demonstrates in the
most dramatic way that three years after the 102 deaths of Mati, the chapter on forest fire
prevention remains unreadable with all the weight given to repression. Mr. Xanthopoulos speaks
of a lack of planning, complete dependence on air means, but also significant operational errors
in a structure in which the assessment of the disaster is still made by the defendant as the
independent Organization envisaged by the Commission has not been established.

Especially on the issue of multiple evacuations of settlements in recent days, the internationally
renowned forester notes that in some cases we are talking about "blind" evacuations: "The
evacuation tool was used in a way that is dramatic. The directive was "evacuate" so that there
are no victims, but even if there is a responsibility to belong to those who did not leave.
Conclusion: this should be done when there is a real need. "But here the philosophy and
motivation for every firefighter officer is that you can be criticized if someone burns you, but
you will not be criticized if you did the evacuation," notes Mr. Xanthopoulos. He continues:
"The evacuation is done blindly and this is not without consequences. When you evacuate then
you need to guard the houses. You can not let them burn and when that happens instead of
chasing the front, you chase the houses. You become a hero in the media that records you at that
time, but what you pay for is the inability to plan and act as a whole".

Goldammer's finding in the drawer

Almost three years after its delivery, Goldammer's finding remains virtually untapped:
"Absolutely nothing has been done."

Maybe in some cases moves have been made in the opposite direction," notes Mr.
Xanthopoulos. He explains: "We asked for a more serious effort in prevention: it is absent. We
called for cooperation between institutions and an integrated approach: it is absent. We proposed
reinforcement of the Forest Service for forest management: absent. And while nothing has been
done in this direction, the air force has increased without any limit, throwing the cost at the
expense of any prevention boost.”

Two other particularly critical issues are also not a priority, as Mr. Xanthopoulos underlines:
"The logic of utilizing the forests with a proper framework of cooperation is essentially empty.
The information of the population that should be the basis of prevention is also absent ", the
specialized forester emphasizes, underlining that the said purpose of this committee was the
contribution of knowledge by experts in forest fires. Today, three years after the fire in Mati and
14 of the great fires in the Peloponnese, not much seems to have changed in the issue of
effective forest firefighting, at a time when the results of the climate crisis are more than visible:
"And today as was done in 98, in 2007, in 2018 the evaluation will be done by the defendant. If
the judge evaluates the results, all he does is bless his beard. But did everything go well? ",
Notes Mr. Xanthopoulos, adding that after the presentations of the conclusion, they had sent a
letter to the Prime Minister, Kyriakos Mitsotakis:" We were not listened to despite the fact that
the Prime Minister was in agreement when the study was assigned. Mr Goldammer had said at
the time that he would not take such a step if both sides did not agree. "He did not want to do
anything to get one and throw it away."
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History repeats itself

The weakening of the forest services in combination with the emphasis mainly on repression
instead of prevention, is for Mr. Xanthopoulos a model that needs to be changed immediately.
"There is an arteriosclerotic mechanism of military structure that" drowns "the logic of the local,
who knows what to do on the spot. "The forester knew the place like his pocket, he knew the
inhabitants, he cooperated with them", he explains. He also comments that at the moment people
in the field are completely exhausted from the titanic effort they are making for a long day:
"People who are 4 and 5 days in the fire are exhausted. They should possibly be replaced with
some from northern Greece, but in any case with people who have the strength and can
perform".

He also refers to the absolute dependence that we still have on the aerial firefighting equipment:
"The same damage was done in 2007. The same scenario is repeated. Once the air force is over,
we are done. We are waiting for the conditions to change, for the fire to become milder, so that
the means are sufficient".

Asked about the fires that are burning the country these days, he points out that in some cases
their development was completely predictable: "Even the change of wind direction was
predicted. You use this to your advantage if you plan ahead. When the fire goes in an alpha
direction and you know it will return to beta, make sure to close the beta front while it is still
easy. And they did not." He even cites Parnitha as an example: “Parnitha is burning. To me this
is a huge business mistake. It could have been predicted that if the fire enters the base of
Parnitha, it will be tilted upwards ", he explains.

What were the proposals of the Goldammer finding?

The main propositions of the finding included the following: - Creation of a National Forest and
Rural Fire Management Plan that will include the unified and joint planning of fire management
measures and actions at all levels of administration with the participation and cooperation of all
stakeholders.

o Review the duration and start-end of the fire-fighting season according to available
statistics and climate change forecasts.

» Establishment of a scientifically based national system for forest fire risk assessment.

o Balancing the relationship and streamlining spending between forest fire prevention and
suppression.

o Utilization of the use of all resources based on central planning and with emphasis on
optimizing the efficiency of the forest firefighting system.

o Conducting joint annual and periodic exercises between the involved services to
familiarize participants with roles and procedures.

e In collaboration with GGP, development of a unified and common forest and rural
firefighting incident management system (NIMS / ICS) based on the principles of
operational cooperation, the allocation and utilization of resources and capabilities
(services) of all stakeholders.

o Development of a central reporting system for daily readiness (fire period) of the
involved bodies in matters of fire protection and a system for recording and mapping of
funded prevention projects (eg local authorities).



o Informing and sensitizing the public in order to cultivate the perception of safety (from
fires) and to strengthen the voluntary participation of citizens in the management cycle
of forest and rural fires.

- Substantial reorganization of the forest service which should be properly supported in
means and resources.

- Rapid completion of the process of preparation and institutionalization of forest maps
and forestry and revocation of regulations that increase the intensity and number of uses
allowed in Greek forests.

- Immediate resolution of chronic problems and amendment of forest legislation regarding
the change of land use of the areas designated as AD (forested fields) in the land registry,
in order to reduce the continuity and the load of fuel.

- Legislative regulation for the elaboration by the local authorities of integrated local fire
protection plans at the level of the municipal district and their urban complexes.

What to look out for those who live near forests The role of informing the citizens about the
issues of prevention and especially of the inhabitants living in areas of mixed forest settlement is
particularly critical. Mr. Xanthopoulos has prepared two videos on this issue, which explain in
great detail what the citizens should pay attention to. Referring to squirrels that have houses near
vegetation, he advises them to clean everything around, to remove any pine needles from their
roof, to prepare their houses "because at the moment they may not be in danger but after a day,
after an hour they may be in danger."

He also recommends that they have ready-made things that they will need to take with them if
they are required to leave as well as have a plan in mind for the time being.

The two videos with detailed prevention instructions are here:






