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Dear All, 
 
African Grassland Wildfires 
So much as happened since I last communicated with you! In South Africa disaster struck 
in the Mpumalanga Province, the week after our Fire Conference in Pietermaritzburg, 
when a few hundred thousand hectare of grassland and plantations burned down. Loss of 
life was also recorded. Then, towards the end of July, it was the Kwazulu-Natal Province 
in South Africa that experienced some devastating wildfires, again with serious material 
losses, and loss of life. Few people realise how fast an African grassland fire can develop 
into uncontrolled dimensions! It is particularly the high rate of fire spread that normally 
catches you completely off guard, many times with fatal consequences. For the latest 
reports on the South African wildfire situation, please visit the GFMC website at 
http://www.uni- freiburg.de/fireglobe . Yesterday I was reading in the local newspaper 
that another grassland fire overran five fire fighters from the SA Army. Results: Two 
more fatalities and three critically injured soldiers. We really need a coordinated drive to 
improve our training and education in this field of fire fighting, as a matter of urgency. 
This issue will be addressed thoroughly during the 2002 Wildland Fire Safety Summit, 
which will be held in Luso, Portugal, from 18-23 November 2002, together with the 4th 
International Conference on Forest Fire Research (www.adai.pt/icffr). Another Non-
African fire fighting safety website worth visiting - which was brought to my attention by 
one of our net members, Spikes Joubert, - is Safenet (www.safenet.url).  
 
3rd IWFC 
Talking about Conferences, further Steering and ILC meetings where held in Sydney 
during the 31 July to 2nd August 2002 period, in preparation of the 3rd International 
Wildland Fire Conference and Exhibition. This Conference will be held in Sydney, 
Australia, during 3-6 October 2003 (www.wildlandfire03.com). During the ILC meeting 
it was emphasised that the fire problems in Africa need to be addressed as a matter of 
urgency, and the ILC is committed to doing just that. Johann Goldammer (our GFMC 
Director from Freiburg, Germany), Brian van Wilgen (from South Africa) and myself 
attended this meeting, and we are certainly going to attempt to get African delegates to 
attend this Conference next year in significant numbers. Further feedback of this coming 
Conference can also be found on the GFMC website http://www.fire.uni-
freiburg.de/course/meeting/meet2002_16.htm . The next ILC meeting of the 3rd IWFC 
will be held in Portugal, to coïncide with the 4th ICFFR. 



4th ICFFR 
The next important Conference I would like to bring to Afrifirenet members’ attention is 
the 4th ICFFR, which I already mentioned briefly in the first paragraph of this circular 
letter. This is by far the most important forest fire research conference on the “Wildland 
Fire Agenda”, and I am happy to report that there will be at least four African papers 
presented during this Conference. For those of you not in a position to attend, it might be 
an idea to access the proceedings of this Conference, after November 2002. During the 
3rd ICFFR, held in Luso during 1998, these proceedings exceeded 2500 pages of 
excellent fire research and fire management papers. I will investigate the best way of 
bringing this information to our net members. Closing date for registration: 30 September 
2002.  
 
Afrifirenet website under construction 
We are making good progress with this subnet website of the GFMC web, and I will keep 
you posted on developments. This all takes time! In the mean time I would appreciate it if 
the provisional website-discipline allocation can be used by net-members to prepare 
contributions, which can then be submitted once the web is up and running. For this 
purpose I am attaching the latest “Status of Building Regional Wildland Fire Networks”, 
which was an Annex to the last UN/ISDR Working Group 4 on Wildland Fires’ Report, 
dated 13 August 2002 (Annex-6-Regional Wildland Fire Networks-Status-
08082002.pdf). The latest updated version of our proposed website structure appears on 
the last page of this document. It also contains interesting information on the progress 
made with the development of the other Regional Networks, which will eventually form 
part of the Global Wildland Fire Network. 
 
Representation of other African countries South of the Sahara 
I will continue to investigate getting representation from more countries to Afrifirenet, 
and for that reason, I am once again extending the distribution of this circular letter to 
some e-mail addresses where I think there may be potential members. For those who 
have not yet responded to my original invitation: Please drop me a line, and join the net! 
We need to get you on board. 
 
I hate to think that the summer rainfall regions of Southern Africa are only at the 
beginning of the fire season, and that already so much was lost………. 
 
Keep well, 
Neels de Ronde 
 
Ps: I will be off line from the 17th to the 25th of August (business trip in South Africa), 
but my in-box can handle all incoming correspondence. I will respond as soon as I am 
back in Bredasdorp. 
 


