Dear all,

I know that I was silent for a while, but that was to see if I could include some news about the fire management handbook (Fire in Sub-sahara Africa). Well, I still cannot make a formal announcement about a date when it will be available, but that was due to preparation of good style layout and the fact that we received two annex Chapters from West Africa, we simply had to include. So, a little while longer chaps/ladies, it will be soon now, believe me: And it will be good!

New members keep on being added to out membership list (which I will update for the next newsletter). A special warm welcome to Mdumiseni Wisdom Dlamini, who will now represent Swaziland! I am sure you will find the GFMC/Afrifirenet connection very interesting and stimulating. Your country certainly did have its share of fires during the last decade, and I hop you can keep us posted on fire-related news from Swaziland.

Talking about news from member-countries south of the Sahara, Ahmed Balogun from Nigeria wrote:

“The period 3rd – 9th February was full of fire events in the southwestern part of Nigeria and the experience really show that we have not taken the issue of wildland forest fires seriously in Nigeria. As the lack of proper fire fighting and control guidelines, facilities and logistics has lead to loss of resources and environmental degradation. At Ile-Ife in the Osun State – while we were setting up Micrometeorological equipment on a mast in the large expanse of the land that is part of the teaching and research farm of the Obafemi Awolowo University at Ile-Ife in the afternoon of the 5th of February 2004 – a wildfire was spotted moving towards us. The combined efforts of our team, the farm hands and a tractor, was then quickly used to make fire traces, which then checked the spread of the fire. Akure in Ondo State was not that lucky. A small wood and timber market was razed down by the wildfire that crossed its boundary into the market on the 9th of February. Unfortunately even the city fire fighting facility lacked adequate equipment to put out the fires. By the time they arrived, nothing could be salvaged.”

Ahmed has also attached an extremely interesting report named “Development of a National Wildland fire inventory and fire disaster management action plan for Nigeria”, which I have attached for the information of our members. Keep up the good work Ahmed! Afrifirenet members, I am sure you will agree that this was a fantastic contribution from Nigeria, and I urge other members to also supply me with news from their respective countries or work.

Another reminder to visit the GFMC website http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de for all the global news on fire. Also to check what is happening in the world of fire management training. A new fire management conservation training course for the Cape Regions in South Africa has been added to the list, and for those interested, there is still a gap or two for those that want to attend in George, South Africa. More will follow soon.

Some news from our sister fire network in Africa, SAFNet, is that their 5th meeting will be held in Malawi at Mangochi. If interested, you can contact the local organizer James B. Chimphamba at SMTP: jameschimphamba@chanco.unima.mw
The meeting is scheduled for the 9 – 13 August 2004 period. The theme for the meeting will be: “Towards meeting fire management challenges in Southern Africa”.

A special word to our fire researchers in Africa. Let us hear about your work and if there are new papers coming out, please share them with Afrifirenet to the benefit for all.

Kind regards,

Neels de Ronde 

