
AFRIFIRENET CIRCULAR 
 

20th of July 2003 
 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
General 
 
This is just a quick update on latest developments, and some important deadlines coming 
up. There are some important workshops and conferences around the corner that our 
members just have to be reminded of. I have also attached some Workshop feedback. 
 
I have noticed France is burning again, and so are some areas in the USA. Just when it is 
getting quiet elsewhere, the fire problems are popping up in other parts of the Globe. In 
southern Africa there are also signs that the fire season is slowly but surely 
beginning…… 
 
 
GFMC and AFRIFIRENET 
 
It looks as though we are now reaching another important stage of AFRIFIRENET, 
namely to get some more French-speaking countries in Africa on board. Thanks to Mike 
Jurvelius, Michel Lavendiere and Peter Lowe, all from the FAO. I am now ready to 
receive your information regarding these potential new AFRIFIRENET members as 
suggested by you guys, from those countries proposed. 
 
 
PAST MEETINGS, SYMPOSIA AND WORKSHOPS 
 
Attached please find a report on a FireFight Workshop that was recently held in Kumasi, 
Ghana, during 22-23 May 2003. The IUCN West African Regional Office organised this 
workshop, which was funded by the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO). 
This Workshop formed part of a FireFight pre-project supported and funded by this 
organization. 
 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS, WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES 
 
For those still not aware of another important Meeting: Here is another reminder of an 
important meeting: The SAFNet Meeting, which is to be held in the Kruger National Park 
of South Africa 17-23 August 2003. This meeting will be sponsored by the USAID 
Africa Bureau and START-NASA, in affiliation with GOFC/GOLD and AFRIFIRENET. 
The main theme of this meeting will be the use of remote sensing to support fire 
management in Southern Africa. I will attend this venue to represent AFRIFIRENET, and 



will report back in time to AFRIFIRENET members. Various other AFRIFIRENET 
members will also attend. 
 
Please see the workshop announcement at: 
 
http://safnet.umd.edu/ 
 
and go to “Announcement: SAFNet Workshop 2003 - Fourth Annual Meeting”. 
 
 
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
For AFRIFIRENET members the deadline for early registration for the 3rd IWFC has 
now been extended from the 11th of July 2003 to the 31st of July 2003. Please do not 
forget this most important Conference, the 3rd IWFC in Sydney, 3 – 6 October 2003. Visit 
the website www.wildlandfire03.com for all information. For those still wishing to 
attend, please act immediately. 
 
Unfortunately there will be no funding available for members to attend. We tried very 
hard, but the only money allocated was for a few selected invited speakers. However the 
fight for a fair share of finance for Africa, regarding venues such as this, continues. Next 
year we may have a very important venue on Wildland Fire in Africa, in Southern Africa, 
and I will keep you updated as things develop. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
That is all for now folks! Please remember to visit our Global Fire Monitoring Center’s 
website for all the latest developments in the world of fire, at: 
 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/Africa/Afrifirenet.html 
 
for all information.  
 
 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
Neels 
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