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Dear Colleagues, 
 
Wildfire damage 
 
This time it was South Africa’s turn to burn! The Summer Rainfall region of this country 
was devastated by wildfires during the past 3 weeks, particularly the Northern Province, 
Mpumalanga, Kwazulu-Natal and Eastern Cape Regions. Parts of Mpumalanga were 
declared a disaster area. In this region alone, damage exceeds US$ 60 million. Some lives 
were also lost in Mpumalanga (one fire fighter ran over by a fire truck in thick smoke) 
and in the Eastern Cape, while some people are still fighting for their lives in hospitals 
after being burned over. Scores of farmsteads, houses and other buildings were destroyed, 
and lots of cattle and sheep also died. 
 
I happened to have a meeting in a sawmill near Nelspruit, when one of the fires 
threatened the mill complex, and we had to be evacuated. Later during that day, we were 
planning to visit an old wildfire site, which is being investigated, when we failed to reach 
this place, when one fire was spotting across one of the public roads. The vast areas of 
industrial plantations around the Sabie town were particularly bad hit, with approximately 
30 000 ha of standing timber burned over. The foresters in this area could never dream 
that this area (regarded as relatively “save”) would be damaged that bad. In the Eastern 
Cape more than 126 000 ha of farmland and plantations were burned over by wildfire. 
 
What worries me, is that the worst of the fire season in the summer rainfall area in 
southern Africa, still lies ahead: September and October. Let us hold thumbs we get some 
early rain (it does look promising for the weekend, so let us see. Our fire fighters are 
exhausted after this long spell full of wildfires). 
 
Those of you that had second thoughts about the application of prescribed fire for fuel 
reduction measures – think again. If we want to avoid future disasters of this nature, we 
better start oiling our drip torches!! 
 
According to report, elsewhere in Africa things were not that bad (so far). However, 
Ahmed Balogun from Nigeria wrote: 
 
“….We are still in the rainy season now in both the southern and northern parts of 
Nigeria with double and single rain peaks in May/June, September and August 
respectively. Not many fires have been recorded this year to date, accept fir wildfires 
reported in the eastern part (Isikwato village) caused by carelessness in an area with 
busted petrol (gasoline) pipeline where villagers went scavenging fir fuel. The fire season 
is usually from November to March in this part of Africa.”  
 



GFMC and AFRIFIRENET 
 
Some of you have pledged to link the outstanding countries (particularly in French-
speaking Africa) to AFRIFIRENET. I am ready to act on this information. Please let us 
have this detail, so we can expand the Net even further. Latest membership: 82 (see 
attached address list update). Welcome to all new members to AFRIFIRENET. I hope 
you find this network to be a window to fire events in Africa, as well as elsewhere in the 
world. 
 
To all of you, please visit our website regularly to find out what is happening in the fire 
world, at: 
 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks 
 
The latest updated AFRIFIRENET membership list is attached for your information. 
 
 
PAST MEETINGS, SYMPOSIA AND WORKSHOPS 
 
I had the pleasure of attending the first part of the SAFNet meeting in Skukuza (Kruger 
National Park), South Africa, and present a paper on “Cooperative efforts of the 
Subsaharan Wildland Fire Network in the Global Wildland Fire Network 
(GFMC/AFRIFIRENET) and SAFNet/GOFC/GOLD. Unfortunately the GFMC Director, 
Johann Goldammer could not be present, because of commitments in Mongolia. A 
SAFNet statement was also drawn up for the Australian International Wildland Fire 
Summit to be held in Sydney, Australia, 8 October 2003. 
 
This meeting was funded by USAID’s Africa Bureau (Environmental Monitoring and 
Information Systems), START-NASE, the NASA Land Cover Land Use Change and 
NASA Applications Programs, and the UN Office of Outer Space Agency. 
 
SAFNet is a very active Southern African Fire Network, and its activities are closely 
linked to the GFMC and AFRIFIRENET, and quite a few participants of this meeting are 
indeed members of both SAFNet and AFRIFIRENET. One of the outcomes of the 
meeting was a statement on the use and control of fire in Africa, which will be presented 
to the International Wildland Fire Summit to be held in Sydney, Australia, 8 October 
2003. GFMC/AFRIFIRENET fully supports this. At the meeting in fact close co-
operation between the two Networks was pledged for mutual future advantage. For 
further information regarding the workshop and their activities, please visit their website 
at: 
 
http://safnet.umd.edu/ 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks
http://safnet.umd.edu/


UPCOMING MEETINGS, WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES 
 
Now for the big one, which is next on the agenda: Wildland Fire Conference 03 in 
Sydney, 3-6 October 2003. I know quite a few of our members will be there to attend this 
“biggest wildland fire venue to date in the world”, and full feedback will be provided 
when we are back from this Conference. The International Liaison Committee on 
Wildland Fire will also meet in Sydney then, on the 3rd of October 2003. 
 
The International Wildland Fire Summit will also be held in Sydney the 8th of October 
2003, which is THE most important event to get our house in order with regard to 
Wildland Fire Strategy matters for the future. Some of us have been working very hard to 
get the Statements out in the correct wording. This Summit should spell out the way 
forward with regard to Wildland Fire Position Papers and Scope. 
 
Then there is the Conference on Forest Fire Management and International Cooperation 
in Fire Emergencies in the Eastern Mediterranean, Balkans and adjoining Regions of the 
near East and Central Asia, which will be held in Antalya, Turkey, from the 30th of 
March to the 3rd of April 2004. This will be ajoint FAO/ECE/ILO venture. 
 
Next on my list is the II International Symposium on Fire Economics, Planning and 
Policy: A Global Vision, 19-22 April, 2004, Cordoba, Spain. I am still seeking finance to 
attend this important venue, and can really recommend this one. This should be an 
excellent Symposium under the leadership of our colleague, Armando Gonzalez-Caban. 
See attached announcement. 
 
Then there is also the most important local venue for 2004 – as far as Africa is concerned 
-: “ Workshop on Community Based Fire Management, 11 – 15 October 2004, to be held 
in Nelspruit, South Africa. Very soon we hope to get the first announcement out. This 
will be a Wildland Fire Management Workshop. Soon more detail will also be provided 
on the FAO website (Mike, please advise when we can expect the first announcement). 
 
A very busy 2004 program indeed! 
 
 
FREE access to LANDSAT 
 
Re: Space Technology and Disaster Management. For those interested, please see the 
attached document. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
I will be off line for quite a while, starting 22nd of September 2003, probably until the 9th 
of October 2003. During the 22 – 27 September 2003 period I will be investigating more 
wildfires in the Mpumalanga province of South Africa, and can still be reached on my 
mobile phone +27-825500430 (locally 0825500430). 



 
Please continue to report on wildfire events in Africa. I am planning another newsletter 
by the end of October 2003, and would like to fill it with the latest Africa news. Your 
contributions will make this possible. 
 
Scientific contributions are also welcome for the GFMC web. Ben, please let me know if 
we can place the Slash management papers there. With regard to training, soon there will 
be full detail of all planned training ventures for 2004. The book? In press! Patience 
fellow colleagues! We are really working hard to (hopefully) get it out before the end of 
2003. I will keep all of you posted through out Net. 
 
Well that is about all. Until the next newsletter then, with lots of feedback from Sydney! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Neels de Ronde 
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