
AFRIFIRENET CIRCULAR 
 

20 March 2003 
 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
General 
 
I apologise for the delay in getting this circular letter out, but we have been awaiting the 
outcome of certain developments. Indeed, a lot has happened during the first part of 
2003. As I am writing to you, the war in Iraq only seems hours away, and this could 
affect all of us, including Africa. As drought continues in certain regions of Africa, 
important relief funding to these areas may be affected, including the areas recently 
devastated by floods.  
 
As extreme weather conditions continue to play havoc on our continent, some serious 
wildfires have been experienced in the Western and Eastern Cape Provinces of South 
Africa (winter rainfall region). The summer rainfall will soon disappear from many other 
(summer rainfall) regions in Africa, and the areas that received below-normal rainfall, 
will now face increased fire hazard, if no good rain falls soon in this part of our continent. 
 
 
GFMC and AFRIFIRENET 
 
The GFMC Global Network is growing exponentially, and so does AFRIFIRENET. For 
the latest on the Regional Networks, please visit 
 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/Africa/Afrifirenet.html  
 
AFRIFIRENET now has a membership of 70, locally from Namibia, Botswana, South 
Africa, Zimbabwe, Moçambique, Nigeria, Sudan, The Gambia, Benin, Tanzania, 
Ethiopia, Burkina Faso and Uganda. Associated members who are working on fire-
related issues in Africa/have worked in Africa/have an interest in fire affairs on our 
continent are stationed in Germany (GFMC), The Netherlands, Belgium, Portugal, Italy 
(FAO) and Norway. I would like to thank the AFRIFIRENET members that have 
attributed to this growing membership! Please continue to do so, as there are still some 
French-speaking African countries, which are not linked to AFRIFIRENET, as are some 
countries such as e.g. Angola, Zambia and Kenya. 
 
As AFRIFIRENET membership is growing, it will also be important to lay down a 
“code-of-conduct” for the use of our network by members. If there is unrestricted use of 
this information channel, chaos can be the outcome, and some firenets have indeed been 
forced to close down as a result. 
 

http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/Africa/Afrifirenet.html


In the first phase of building the Global Wildland Fire Network through the Regional 
Wildland Fire Networks such as AFRIFIRENET, the GFMC and the regional 
coordinators are not able to facilitate general chat lines on which everybody can send 
messages to every network member. Considering the limited resources in Africa the 
GFMC is fearing that there is a danger of too much e-mail traffic that is difficult to 
administer and may cause problems to those who have limited access to the internet. 
Instead, the GFMC suggests that AFRIFIRENET members send their message to the 
regional network coordinator/facilitator – in case of AFRIFIRENET: Neels de Ronde – 
and ask him to include his/her message to the next circular letter. Should there be an 
emergency issue or a tight deadline the regional facilitator will do his best to distribute 
that information as quick as possible. Archived circular letters can be found on the 
AFRIFIRENET Coordination web page at: 
 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/Africa/Afrifirenet_1.html 
 
At a later stage it is envisaged to open platforms for dedicated discussion groups that 
work on an interactive basis and allow continuously ongoing discussion among interested 
network members. Until then AFRIFIRENET members are kindly asked to distribute 
their messages through the network coordinator. 
 
 
ILC/3rd IWFC/4th ICFFR 
 
A further ILC meeting will be held in Melbourne, Australia, 27 – 28 March 2003. At the 
last minute I had to cancel my attendance there as a result of work pressure. However, 
The GFMC director, Johann Goldammer, will represent GFMC and AFRIFIRENET at 
that meeting. Another AFRIFIRENET member, Brian van Wilgen from South Africa, 
will also attend. 
 
We will again tackle the issue of finance for attendance of the 3rd IWFC Conference (in 
Sydney, Australia during 4 – 6 October 2003), for African delegates, but other burning 
issues will also be discussed, such as finance for training in fire management on the 
African continent. I am glad to report that quite a few African people have been 
earmarked for oral presentations during the 3rd IWFC, but the final programme is not out 
yet. 
 
Other exciting news is that we are planning a Wildland Fire Summit in Africa as well, for 
the year 2004. This will also be further discussed in Melbourne next week. We will keep 
you posted on that. 
 
Some of the Africa-related papers delivered during the 4th ICFFR held in Luso, Portugal, 
during November 2002 can now be found on the GFMC/AFRIFIRENET website as well. 
Look under: 
 
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/Africa/Afrifirenet_1.html  
 

http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/Africa/Afrifirenet_1.html
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There go to the Wildland Fire Management section where three Africa-related papers will 
be found, and the Wildland Fire Science section, where one paper has been placed. 
 
 
FIRE MANAGEMENT TRAINING 
 
First, the bad news. The finance we have been requesting for the 12-30 May 2003 
African Fire Management course in South Africa has NOT been approved to date, so this 
course will be postponed. However, we continue to search for money for this venture, 
and we are still confident that we will soon be successful. Let us stay positive about this 
important issue. Preliminary this (potential) course has been postponed to September 
2003. The GFMC is currently looking into co-financing the course with other projects in 
Southern Africa. AFRIFIRENET members will be kept updated in future circular letters 
from our side. 
 
I still want to draw your attention to other fire management courses that will be presented 
in South Africa, by the Wildland Fire Management Training Center Africa. Please see the 
AFRIFIRENET website again at: 
 
http://www.fire.freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/Africa/Afrifirenet_1.html  
 
Look under the “Wildland Fire Capacity Building” section for more information about 
training matters. 
 
 
FIRE IN SUB-SAHARA AFRICA – HANDBOOK 
 
The book is making progress, but we are still not in the final stage of production. The 
delay is beyond our control, but we will be getting there (printing stage) soon. The draft 
final version of the table of contents is attached to my mail through which I am 
transmitting this circular letter. 
 
 
PROVENTION-CONSORTIUM FUNDING APPLICATIONS 
 
We managed to get three applications away, two under the GFMC flag, and one private 
application. This was made possible by a successful extended deadline application, by 
GFMC. 
 
 
GFMC/UNOOSA (United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs) 
 
There has been a lot of communication between GFMC and UNOOSA with regard to the 
role of our Regional Subsahara Africa Wildland Fire Network (AfriFireNet) and 
UNOOSA in connection with our (AFRIFIRENET) role vs. the “Southern African Fire 
Network (SAFNet)” of GOFC-GOLD, to ensure that there is no conflict between the two 

http://www.fire.freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/Africa/Afrifirenet_1.html


networks. Basically we do not intend to duplicate “coordination efforts” in remote 
sensing of wildland fires in Africa. Thus, we have encouraged UNOOSA to assign the 
task of pan-African coordination of wildland fire monitoring by satellite remote sensing 
to SAFNet. However, we (Afrifirenet) would like to be in the information loop, and both 
GFMC and AFRIFIRENET have applied to join their regional network as well, to keep 
us up to date. All information about this issue can be found in the Afrifirenet web under 
“Wildland Fire Monitoring”, then go to “United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs 
(UNOOSA) Africa Activities”. 
 
Well that is all from the Bredasdorp desk. Keep us informed about any news we could 
put on our website, particularly with regard to wildfires. Please send any potential news 
directly to my e-mail address at nderonde@dorea.co.za . 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Neels 
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