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Forest fires in Ukraine:
management and policy
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Capital — Kyiv, population ~ 4 million
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Historical aspects as a precondition of current
wildfires situation

Forest cover in Ukraine in the past and at the present moment
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Abies alba (1,3%),
124.3

Carpinus betulus -— _‘
(2,1%), 196.5 Populus, Salix spp.
(13%),121.1
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Age structure of forests and
wildfires risks

Mature & Over
Mature (11%);
1034,6

% Young (31%);

Pre- mature (13%); 2937,8
1184,9

Middleaged (45%);
4158,6
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Old Growth Scotch Pine forest (post fire
succession, 160 y.
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Pine forest in Polissya
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Mixed Natural Scotch Pine — Common
Oak forest (120 y.0.)
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Main features and conditions of FM
In Ukraine
m Five natural-climatic zones Wlth@@‘é%nt
conditions and species
m Low percentage of fﬁf\égf Iands (15,6%)
m Forests are s*tﬁté ned

m High $egular share of forest
plantations on the territory (near 50%)

m High density of population (total - 47,6
millions)
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State Forestry Committee
system (68% of forests)

= 24 Regional (oblast) Foresgg\)((},
Administration ?(e\

m 233 Forest enterpriges

m 23 Game-meanagement enterprises

0 6%@ reserves
m 3 National parks
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24 Regional (oblast) Forest
Administrations
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Creation Scotch Pine
plantations in 60-70-s

determined fire risks today
Changes in area of forests, thoysa _.921

1
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Share of plantation with high fire risk
Savuschik, 2001
Till 60 v.o0.

-
e 4

Sergiy Zibtsev, International Symposium on Fresciibed Burning, Freiburg, Germany, Jan 08



Symposium on Fire Management in Cultural and Natural Landscapes, Nature Conservation and Forestry in I emperate-Boreal eurasia

Freiburg, Germany, 25-27 January 2008

Scotch Pine Plantation in the Steppe

-
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Scotch Pine plantation in the Steppe after
fire (Kinsburska spit)
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Crimean M-s

Crimean Pine Fores
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Fire-prone forests of Ukraine
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Fire policy at the moment

Due to:
m Low percentage of forest IaQ@\@é'Beually in the

South-East)
m Contamination qf @@g%
m High popu4a1:16n‘ ensity

O Laé@f(f dHdst resources

At the moment the use of prescribed fire
Is prohibited in forests!
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Fire policy changing prospects (1):

Due to: \)(g

1. Decreasing of Iabor@@re%& State Forest
Enterprises

2 Requkrf § f Forest certification
(FS@, 0 increase biodiversity and
iImplement nature-oriented silviculture
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Fire policy changing prospects (2):

Options for the future:

1. Implementa,z’ prescribed burning
2. Imp on of prescribed fire in

?@ serves
ncreasing private property and
prescribed burning in forests
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Wildfires crisis regions

n Scotch Pine young and middle-age ﬁ%ions

in the Steppe zone with an aé ore than
400 000 ha (Kherson, D@@p ovsk, Lugansk)

fL

m Natural f Crimean Pine (45 000 ha
Mount@ orests of Crimean peninsula )

m Chernobyl Exclusion Zone (260 000 ha)
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Crimea

August (2\%)07
]&%@d\h re
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S e :
Kherson Fire
In August
2007
7000 ha
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Kherson Fire
Reforestation
October 07

e . ~
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Ecological and Social Threats from
Wildfires in Chernobyl
Contaminated Forests

A\ N T T
Example of smoke blowing by wind from &, \ ~.ie Republic of Belarus
i
X

forest fire outside of most heavily
contaminated forests.

Image and map courtesy of Ukraihign
Land and Resource MapageyeneCenter.
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Big areas of SP contaminated forests are dying
after insect attack and has high fire risk

Locus of Ocneria
Dispair and
Fomitopsis
annosa Karst®
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Leliv - near 1000 ha died forests 8 km south
from Chernobyl NPP

Ocneria Dispair
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Google Earth image of Chernobyl Area

Google Earth
image showing
Ukraine Fire Risk
Classification on
Chernobyl
landscape.

Area to right'of
classified area
which appears to
be a large open
area from burns
1992.
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Chernobyl Fire Risk
Assessment Project

m January 31st-Feb2nd 2007 - Chernobyl Pil@f\Project -
Initial work done a Yale Uni\(ersi%/é&é ate the

potential fire risk of radioactg

-

Statement of the International Meeting on "Reducin
Risk of Disaster from Catastrophic Wildfires in the
Chernobyl Irradiated Forests” is available on GFMC web-
page
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Chernobyl
Fire Risk
Assesg@nent

: —&C
26-27 July\2007 -
National Agricultural
University of Ukraine
Kiev, Ukraine
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Conclusions

m In general situation with wildfire control in Ukraine is
satisfied except crisis region like Chernobyl obt'@@outh-

East region (e\\o

In crisis region desirablgﬁfggg%ﬁent of
bilateral/multilateral ¢o n in framework of the
UNISDR Global \Wil8tayid Fire Network / Regional South
East Europe* & dasus Wildland Fire Network
(RSEE\/\Y@\B"e\C.: In the Chernobyl case - with Russia
and Byelorussia. In the South-East case - with Turkey
and Balkan countries

Ukraine should be involved in Fire Paradox and others
EU projects
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Thank you!
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