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2007 IUCN Red List
Scientific name Common name Category Status in Pripyat Polesia
Red-breasted
Branta ruficollis Goose A Rare Visitor
Lesser White-
Anser erythropus fronted Goose VU A Rare Visitor
Greater Spotted Centre of the Present
Aquila clanga Eagle iU Range
Acrocephalus Centre of the Present
paludicola Aquatic Warbiler Range

Aythya nyroca

Ferruginous Duck A Rare Breeder

Falco vespertinus

iked-footed Falcon A Rare Breeder

Crex crex

Glareola nordmanni

Gallinago media

Corncrake Native
Black-winged

Pratincole Rare Stray
Great Snipe Uncommon Breeder

Limosa limosa

Black-tailed Godwit Uncommon Breeder

Coracias garrulus

A rare breeder

European Roller
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The spotted eagle habitats have
been described according to 14
parameters on 65 sites.

The sites have been divided .

into three groups according to Fen mires -
the breeding density of the 4,4 pairs/10,000
species. hectares.

Flocdplains —

1.6 pairs/10,000
hectares.

Breeding density, pair/100 sq.km

% Meliorated area —
0.1 pairs /10,000

0 %' hectares.

O Mean

T ss0

Cluster




Symposium on Fire Management in Cultural and Natural Landscapes, Nature Conservation and Forestry in I emperate-Boreal eurasia

Freiburg, Germany, 25-27 January 2008

Change in the Distribution of Fen Mires
In the Pripyat Basin
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Change in the Area of Natural Peatlands in
Belarus

In the 1960s — 2,939,000 hectares or 14.2% of the
country.

1960-1990 - 549 of neatiands were drained.

2002 — 1,345,000 hectares or 6.2% of the country.
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Fen mire Zvanets

Globally. th re’afe_ éd..._bi‘fd _speci'es-x-— SN
16% of the aguatic warbler world pepulation

Fen mire Sporovskoe

Glabally threatened bird species — 4
9% of the aquatic warbler world population
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Fen mire D|koe

Globally threatened bird spemes
4% of the aguatic Warble'r"worrld

Main threats to open fen mire and floodplain
meadow ecosystems:

e The disruption of the hydroloagical regime
(floods, droughts), caused by uisustainable
use of water resources

» Encroachment with shrubs of open fen
mire areas

= Excessive accumulation of old vegetation

e Uncontrolled fire
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One of the main threats:

Main threats

Encroachment of open fen mire areas with shrubs

Sporovo Zvanets Dikope
1950-2006 1950-2006 1950-2006
Open fen mires -20%0 -137,4% - 10%0
Forest and shrubs +18% +7% +8%0

Zvanets in 1996
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Forecast of Aquatic Warbler Number Dynamics as a Result of
Open Sedge Fen Area Shrinking
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Decrease in numbers from 1955 till 2006:

* by 18,6 % on the Zvanets mire

* by 51 % on the Sporovskoye mire
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Impact of Dry Vegetation Accumulation on Population

Density
KW-H(2,102) = 13,63, p< 0,01 .
120 Main causes of the
formation of a thick layer of

100 T old vegetation:

80 4+ —no spring floods;

= — no haymaking;

60 | L= ] [=] {  —nofire.

40 |

20 t

0: no dry vegetation (0-49%);

1: last-year vegetation has partially survived (50-99%);

2: a thick layer of old vegetation, remaining from last year and the year before
last year (100% and more)

Impact of Fires on the Aquatic Warbler
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L Impact of Fires on the Aquatic Warbler
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The main skill which helps the aquatic warbler to adapt to
fires with the absence of old vegetation for disguising its
nests is the ability to build them in original ways.

In a burnt-out tussock: Under cover of green
-no dry grass because of vegetation only:
fire. -no dry grass because of fire.
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Another adaptation to fires that the aquatic warbler has is the ability to
bide its nesting time. With no old vegetation, a significant part of birds
begin nesting only after green vegetation has fully developed and
therefore can be used for disguise.

Favourable conditions: Per year with vegetation
2 peaks of nesting during burning.
the breeding season nesting times are prolonged
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Required Conditions for Prescribed Fire
res' n_o_,;lg__g_ g.- ond ed.in.winter a ¥
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Required Conditions for Prescribed Fire
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Advantages of Prescribed Fire:

< Improvement of vegetation efficiency
* Increase in insect biomass

* Good conditions for nesting due to the partial
preservation of old vegetaticn

= New habitats for open sedge fen species are
created by burning down dense reedbeds

« Shrubs are prevented from spreading by being
burnt down

e Spring fire hazards, which are dangerous for man
and ecosystems, posed by dry mires are eliminated
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Decree of the President of Belarus (December 8, 2005)

Rules on Running Hunting Businesses and Procedures for
Hunting

It is prohibited for \Q persons and citizens,
including indinﬁm@e repreneurs, to burn dry
~vegetation arﬁﬂt_ tanding remainder on agricultural
lands. It is prohibited t 5 :
il






