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6th International Wildland Fire Conference 
Pyeongchang Declaration “Fire Management and Sustainable Development” 

 
Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea, 16 October 2015 

 
The 6th International Wildland Fire Conference, which was held under the auspices of the United 
Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Gangwon Province, Republic of Korea, 12 to 16 October 
2015, was attended by government officials, scientists, professionals from civil society from 73 
countries, and by UN agencies and other international organizations. The conference evaluated 
global wildland fires of the past, the status and achievements of contemporary fire science and fire 
management, and looked into the future of a changing world and changing fire regimes. Conference 
participants discussed how science and management could address the challenges ahead, to 
contribute to the implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, to 
assist countries to achieve the Sustainable Development Goal 15 and to deliver inputs to the 21st 
Conference of the Parties of the UN Framework Convention for Climate Change (COP 21) 
(December 2015).  
 
The conference participants expressed strong concerns over the impacts of climate on fire regimes, 
the contribution of vegetation fire emissions to climate change, the application of fire in land-use 
change, the accumulating effects of global change on fire regimes, and increasing impacts of fire on 
society, notably on human health and security. Looking forward, participants suggested increasing 
international cooperation and response mechanisms, exchange of information and technical and 
scientific expertise. Based on inputs from the conference participants through regional and thematic 
statements, a Conference Statement summarized the concerns, the need for action and an 
envisaged scenario of implementation (Annex to the Declaration). In summary, and in the collective 
international interest, the conference appeals to the international community to consider two tiers of 
response: 
 

 International policies and concerted action: Collective international efforts are needed to 
address impacts of vegetation fires that are of transboundary nature and currently affecting at 
an unacceptable level common global assets such as atmosphere and climate, natural and 
cultural heritage, and human health and security. Systematic application of principles of 
Integrated Fire Management (IFM), based on the wealth of traditional expertise and 
advanced fire science, contributes to sustainable land management, ecosystem stability and 
productivity, maintenance and increase of terrestrial carbon stocks, and reduction of 
unnecessary emissions of pollutants that affect human health and contribute to climate 
change. The COP 21 is encouraged to acknowledge the role and endorse the support of IFM 
as an accountable contribution to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, maintain or increase 
terrestrial carbon pools in all vegetation types and ensure ecosystem functioning. 

 Capacitation of nations to address the challenges in fire management: In order to 
implement IFM there is a demand for capacity building, investments and outreach work at 
global level. Since traditional and advanced knowledge of IFM principles is available for all 
vegetation types, the systematic application of IFM, notably community-based fire 
management approaches, could be promoted by exchange of expertise between countries. 
The development of regional programmes and / or resource centres for capacity building 
including training in fire management should be supported by countries and international 
organizations. Bilateral agreements and multilateral voluntary exchange instruments should 
also be supported.  

 
The conference participants thanked the Republic of Korea for hosting the conference and 
congratulated the Korea Forest Service for supporting a wildland fire management training 
programme in the Asian region. The global wildland fire community welcomed the offer of Brazil to 
host the 7th International Wildland Fire Conference in 2019.  


