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• Learning to live with fire
• The fire paradox

a highly destructive disturbance
a powerful management tool
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Pampilhosa da Serra, Portugal, 22 437 ha, 
August 2005

Vidauban I and II, France, 12 390 ha, 
July 2003
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Solving the fire paradox

Wildfire hazard reduction and the sustainable development
of natural and managed ecosystems in Europe require:

• fire use (prescribed burning and suppression
fire) as a key fire management component

• based on the better understanding of fire 
ecology and fire behaviour.

The main goal of FIRE PARADOX

to set the basis for new fire management
policies and practices in Europe

Suppression fire

A sequential and comprehensive approach
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Fire Paradox consortium

36 partners in 16 countries, 
including:

• Universities and forestry schools

• Research institutes

• Fire management agencies

• International organisations  and 
networks

• Associations

• SMEs

Countries of the FIRE PARADOX Consortium

ARGENTINA
FINLAND
FRANCE
GREECE

ITALY
MONGOLIA
MOROCCO

POLAND
PORTUGAL

RUSSIA 
SLOVENIA

SOUTH AFRICA
SPAIN

SWITZERLAND
TUNISIA

UNITED KINGDOM 
INTERNATIONAL PARTNER ORGANISATIONS
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• International research
Increased cooperation

• Forest and fire professionals
Increased integration
Wise use of fire
Enhanced exchanges

• Citizens
Better awareness and preparation
Safer behaviour

• Policy makers
New view on the issue
Evolution of regulations and policies

Fire Paradox expected benefits

Thank you  !Thank you  !

FireFire isis unavoidable … butunavoidable … but notnot
necessarily a catastrophenecessarily a catastrophe

http://www.fireparadox.org
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