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Introduction to the Special Issue 6th International Wildland Fire Conference 

 
The 6th International Wildland Fire Conference was held in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea, 12 to 16 
October 2015. The conference, held for the first time in Asia, was hosted by the Korea Forest Service 
and Gangwon Province, and held under the auspices of the United Nations International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
 
The Minister of Korea Forest Service, Prof. Dr. Shin Won Sop, and the Governor of Gangwon 
Province, Mr. Choi Moon-Soon, warmly welcomed the conference participants. 
 
In a video message the United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon emphasized a “critical need 
to integrate fire management into natural resource management strategies at the global level” in the 
context of a planet continuing “to experience the cumulative impacts of global warming and urban 
sprawl.” Furthermore, the Secretary General recognized the important role fire management plays in 
achieving the new 17 Sustainable Development Goals, with particular emphasis in realizing Goal 15 
aiming to protect ecosystems, manage forests, combat desertification, reverse land degradation and 
halting biodiversity loss. 
 
The head of the UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia, Mr. Sanjaya Bhatia, on behalf of Undersecretary 
General Ms. Margareta Wahlström, welcomed over 3500 delegates from 73 countries represented by 
government officials, representatives of twelve regions of the Global Wildland Fire Network, 
international organizations, as well as by professionals from civil society. The Undersecretary General 
highlighted the emerging importance of vegetation fires globally, particularly in the context of climate 
change. She stressed the importance of the work of wildland fire scientists and practitioners for 
international risk and disaster reduction concerns and efforts – a contribution to meet the challenges 
of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030. 
 
The Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) welcomed the inputs of the Global Wildland Fire Network 
members to the conference and conveyed welcome remarks of the Council of Europe, EUR-OPA 
Major Hazards Agreement, and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 
 
Conference participants, while acknowledging some strides in international cooperation and fire 
management activities since the previous 5th International Wildland Fire Conference in 2011, 
continued to express strong concerns for a number of larger issues. Some of the most widely shared 
concerns were the impacts of climate and global change, the application of fire in land-use change, 
increasing impacts of fire in the wildland urban interface and of smoke on human health and security. 
Looking forward, participants expressed common hopes for increased international cooperation and 
response mechanisms, exchange of information and technical and scientific expertise, increased data 
collection and application of monitoring and early warning measures, and for strengthening (local) 
education efforts, capacity building in Integrated Fire Management (IFM) and rural participatory, 
community-based initiatives.  
 
The wildland fire management and scientific community shared reports with the conference 
participants regarding the progresses made since the last conference in 2011. Within the regions and 
at global level, major advancements have been noted in fostering capacity building at national level 
and by enhancing cross-boundary cooperation in fire management. Many of the initiatives, however, 
were borne and realized as voluntary commitments and activities with limited financial support. 
Participants therefore stressed the need for more financial support and governmental commitments 
for national and regional fire management efforts, international policy mechanisms, and especially for 
greater application of community based fire management practices. 
 
The main outcomes of the Sessions of Regional Wildland Fire Networks and International 
Organizations are provided in this last volume of IFFN and on a dedicated website of the GFMC 
(https://gfmc.online/iwfc/korea-2015.html). 
 

Welcome to the 7th International Wildland Fire Conference in Brazil 2019! 
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