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ca. 1920 (Photo: Schneiter)1999 (Photo: GFMC)
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Slash-and-burn in the Nordic countries

Eero Järnefelt 1873
Raatajat rahanalaiset
Ateneum, Helsinki
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Sweden: Use of prescribed fireSweden: Use of prescribed fire
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Finland: Reconstruction of historic Finland: Reconstruction of historic 
swidden agricultureswidden agriculture

Photo: L.Photo: L. LovénLovén, , KoliKoli NPNP
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Burning of heathland in military areas in the Netherlands

Arnica montana at the artillery 
shooting range Harskamp, The 
Netherlands
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Former military training site (shooting range) with an 
unexploded ordnance (UXO) in the inserted 

photograph – one of the problems to be targeted by 
prescribed burning operations
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Continental dunes as product of climate, soil and 
recurrent disturbances on military training sites

• Germany

Habitat management

• Scotland

• Germany

• Denmark

Restoration of Calluna 
Heathlands

• Germany

• Netherlands

Military training sites

• Finland

• Sweden

Prospects

Fire in Northern Europe

Cultural history of fire in    
Central and Northern 
Europe

Introduction

Symposium on Fire Management in Cultural and Natural Landscapes,
Nature Conservation and Forestry in Temperate-Boreal Eurasia

Freiburg, Germany, 25-27 January 2008

Prescribed burning of dune heath in Denmark
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Atlantic Calluna heathlands 
– Sylt Island and North German mainland

Erica tetralix

Calluna vulgaris

• Germany

Habitat management

• Scotland

• Germany

• Denmark

Restoration of Calluna 
Heathlands

• Germany

• Netherlands

Military training sites

• Finland

• Sweden

Prospects

Fire in Northern Europe

Cultural history of fire in    
Central and Northern 
Europe

Introduction

Symposium on Fire Management in Cultural and Natural Landscapes,
Nature Conservation and Forestry in Temperate-Boreal Eurasia

Freiburg, Germany, 25-27 January 2008

Costs for removal of raw humus layers:Costs for removal of raw humus layers:
ca. 25,000 € / haca. 25,000 € / ha

Quick response of 
Calluna vulgaris
regeneration after fire
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Burning of overaged 
Empetrum heathland

Abundant Calluna regeneration....
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Fire and pinewood ecology in Scotland

Prescribed burning for habitat 
management for Capercaillie (Tetrao 
urogallus) in Glen Tanar• Germany

Habitat management

• Scotland

• Germany

• Denmark

Restoration of Calluna 
Heathlands

• Germany

• Netherlands

Military training sites

• Finland

• Sweden

Prospects

Fire in Northern Europe

Cultural history of fire in    
Central and Northern 
Europe

Introduction

      
      

   EFNCN-2008-Freiburg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EFNCN-2008-Freiburg



12

Symposium on Fire Management in Cultural and Natural Landscapes,
Nature Conservation and Forestry in Temperate-Boreal Eurasia

Freiburg, Germany, 25-27 January 2008

Muirburning in Scotland
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Maintaining threatened heathland 
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Zschorno Heathland, Brandenburg:
Succession control for maintaining
Tetrao tetrix habitats 
and to reduce wildfire spread and behaviour potential
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Stand-replacement fire for maintaining Capercaillie
(Tetrao urogallus) habitats in the Black Forest
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Fallow / Succession in viticulture areas, 
SW Germany
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Prescribed burning for wildfire hazard 
reduction along railway track in Germany
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Balkan-Caucasus Region

Heritage of conflicts:
Unexploded ammunition 
and landmines – challenges 
for fire management
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Central Asia: Stabilizing destabilized pine and larch
forest ecosystems by prescribed burning

Challenges for Central Siberia, Transbaikal Region, 
Mongolia and Russia’s Far East

Symposium on Fire Management in Cultural and Natural Landscapes,
Nature Conservation and Forestry in Temperate-Boreal Eurasia

Freiburg, Germany, 25-27 January 2008

Research and Development expertise:
FIRESCAN and FIREBEAR
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Prospects for future research and 
development – action items for the coming 
five years:

• Consolidate and expand the Eurasian Fire in 
Nature Conservation Network (EFNCN) through 
cooperation and personnel exchange

• Utilize the FIRE PARADOX programme 2006-2010 
to exchange experiences in prescribed burning 
methodologies and research
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• Develop a programme for fire management training 
in Europe under the umbrella of the Global Wildland 
Fire Network, the United Nations University, based on 
the outcomes of the EuroFire Competency Standards

• Initiate a policy dialogue in Europe concerning 
legislation and practices in prescribed burning

• Clarify the role and contribution of future fire 
management concepts in Europe in relation to the 
Kyoto Protocol 
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Eurasian Fire in Nature Conservation Network (EFNCN)
www.gfmc.org
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Thanks for Your Attention
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