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EDITORIAL 
 
In early 1980 the Member States of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 
established the UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Fire. The Team, which consisted of fire 
management specialists (at that time rather called “forest fire protection” experts), was mandated to 
initiate and foster the scientific and technical dialogue in forest fire protection among its 56 Member 
States. The idea of launching a regional thematic newsletter or a journal, aimed at serving the 
exchange of information among the Member States, was borne by the Team in 1981 at the first 
UNECE Conference Forest Fire Prevention and Control (Warsaw, Poland). At the second regional 
conference entitled Forest Fire Prevention (Valencia, Spain) it was agreed on 1 October 1986 to 
launch the International Forest Fire News (IFFN). After being entrusted to serve as editor of the 
journal, I prepared the first issue in 1988. We used an old-fashioned typewriter and pasted-in hand-
drawn illustrations and photos. For the distribution of the trial issue the office of the UNECE/FAO 
Agriculture and Timber Division produced photocopies that were mailed to the Member States. In 
1989, offset printing of IFFN at the Palais des Nations in Geneva allowed the production of high 
numbers of copies and improved journal quality. 
 
Since at that time, there was no global / international journal or newsletter dedicated to fire 
management, IFFN aimed – from its launch – to expand its scope beyond the geographical region of 
the UNECE and to address fire at landscape level, keeping in mind that most wildfires globally, are 
started by land-use fires. IFFN was the first international journal that provided a global information 
platform on which advances in fire research, technology and policy development in all vegetation 
types were addressed, i.e. including forests and non-forest ecosystems. By 2007, the printed version 
of IFFN had been subscribed by and disseminated to more than one thousand agencies, research 
laboratories and individuals all over the world. Starting with its 19th volume (August 1998) IFFN was 
published online on the website of the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC): 
 

• http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/iffn/iffn.htm  
 
This website includes all past issues since 1990, which are organized in 88 country folders and other 
thematic folders.  
 
In 1993 I was entrusted by the UNECE Member States to lead the UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists 
on Forest Fire. The Team collectively supported the vision that IFFN would become a global platform 
for exchanging information on wildland fire management, advances in wildland fire science and 
development of fire management policies. 
 
Furthermore, the Team and the IFFN provided rationale and impetus for global networking in fire 
science and fire management. Indeed, out of the visions and experiences of the UNECE network, the 
Global Wildland Fire Network (GWFN) evolved in the late 1990s. The GWFN became formally 
established in 2001 under the auspices of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction (UNISDR) and today consists of 14 Regional Wildland Fire Networks and two Regional 
Fire Monitoring Centers. These centers have been set up by the GFMC in its function of a Specialized 
Euro-Mediterranean Center operating under Euro-Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement of the 
Council of Europe. The Center serving SE Europe and the South Caucasus was established in 2010 
in Skopje (Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) and the Eastern European Fire Monitoring 
Center in 2013 in Kiev (Ukraine). It is expected that next year the third regional center will be 
established for Central Asia, based in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. This process of decentralization of the 
work of the GFMC is going along with the expansion of the networking expertise out of the UNECE to 
the global level. 
 
By acknowledging this process, the Bureaux of the UNECE Timber Committee and the FAO 
European Forestry Commission recommended in 2012 “to discontinue the ToS on Forest Fires, as 
the issue of fires is better addressed at the global level and through other channels”. 
 



In its final phase, the GFMC in collaboration with the ToS on Forest Fire, was mandated to prepare 
and facilitate the UNECE/FAO Regional Forum on Cross-boundary Fire Management, which was 
held at the United Nations, Geneva, 28-29 November 2013, and to follow-up on the recommendations 
of the Forum in 2014.  
 
This Forum, which had been sponsored by the International Forest Policy Division of the German 
Federal Ministry for Food and Agriculture, indeed brought together UNECE Member States but also 
representatives from Latin America, Asia and Africa – and thus provided an opportunity to develop 
recommendations for future cross-boundary cooperation in fire management for the UNECE region 
and elaborate a global perspective and the inclusion of international partners. 
 
This volume of IFFN presents the preparatory work of the Forum, the outcomes and the follow-up in 
2014. The reader is asked to carefully study all reports, including the last three reports, which were 
developed in following-up the Forum and resulting in recommendations that took into consideration 
the lively debate during and after the Forum. One important change is the shift from the 
recommendation to establish an International Wildfire Support Mechanism (IWSM) towards the 
International Wildfire Preparedness Mechanism (IWPM). The IWPM is a voluntary instrument 
focusing on building fire management capacities globally through establishing a culture of exchanging 
expertise at all levels from local to global. By the end of 2014, the website of the IWPM was launched 
– see its logo and URL below. 
 
On 31 July 2014, the mandate and work of the UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Fire, 
phased out, having successfully completed its mission. The Regional Wildland Fire Networks 
covering the UNECE Region will continue to represent the interests of UNECE Member States in the 
Global Wildland Fire Network and the UNISDR Wildland Fire Advisory Group and its associated 
bodies and activities. 
 
Marking the end of 35 years of the work by the Team and 25 years of IFFN – this issue is the last 
published under the aegis of UNECE. 
 
However, the GFMC will continue publishing IFFN as a voice of the Global Wildland Fire Network. 
Together with the increasing diversity of thematic scientific and technical online journals and 
newsletters, these many publications resemble a collective endeavor of serving society and the 
environment at challenging, not to say difficult times, with much uncertainty yet ahead. The GFMC will 
maintain the name of IFFN even though the journal will continue addressing fires at landscape level, 
i.e. all vegetation types ranging from forests to agricultural lands, peat fires and land-use fires. 
 
With this, I express my sincere appreciation to all who contributed to the make IFFN the voice of fire 
management globally. 
 
I bid farewell to the Team and the “old” IFFN, and welcome the next issue in 2015, in which we will 
report from the 6th International Wildland Fire Conference, to be held in October 2015 in 
Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea. 
 
 
 
 
Freiburg – Geneva, December 2014               Johann G. Goldammer 
 
 

 
 


